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EXALTED RULER’S MESSAGE

 If you were ever going to be humbled, it would be by your children’s accomplishments.  My oldest son, Justin, drove from Cranberry Township to Anchorage, Alaska for his first job out of college.  I kept track of his (and his girlfriend, Rachael’s) progress through a week of nothing but awesome adventure.

  Justin’s and Rachael’s trip reminds me of our journey as Elks and in life.  He experienced charity (a U.S. military soldier who was heading east was nice enough to give him tips for his long journey west); justice (the crossing of the Canadian border into a land unknown to him, but yet with familiar law and order), brother love (his younger brother, Jared, followed his trip by constantly texting his older brother to keep track of his progress) and fidelity (Justin and his girlfriend drove more than 4,000 miles together and managed to become closer through their adventures).

  You see Elkdom is more than each of us, it’s a way of life.  As I head out to Anchorage to help everyone get settled, I hope we understand the great works of our Order and I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at the Lodge soon!

Fraternally yours,

Scott Beers, Exalted Ruler

P.S.  Stop by the Lodge so I can show you pictures of the U.S. final frontier from my visit.

ELMER’S ODDS N ENDS

 September already and Labor Day (the 7th this year) marks the end of summer and the fun you had.  Time to settle down and get back to basics.  The kids are off to school and the golfing days are growing shorter.  Still we look forward to some good weather, lawn mowing, leaf raking and other fall activities.

  Here at the Lodge we will have things going on to keep you occupied and some things have changed around here during the summer months.   Our rental hall is an important part of keeping our Lodge financially healthy so if you know of anyone wishing to rent it for an event, please let us know.  Thanks to the Trustees and some great volunteers some other items around the Lodge were also fixed.  Tell your friends about our rental hall, with the new entrance and reasonable prices it’s a great place to hold a function.

  September means that we are back to our regular schedule of two meetings monthly (the 9th and the 23rd), so why not attend one and see how a Lodge runs.  You may even have some good ideas to share with us.

  Another great picnic will be held on the 5th and this time it will be at the Lodge which will save the committee a lot of hauling and lugging all that stuff to the park and back.  As usual our Hawaiian Raffle will be the main event for that day.  Thanks to the Committee of Sue and Paul Fuchs and all their hard work we’re sure it will be successful again this year.  Our charities benefit from this great effort.

  Elmer wishes to remind you that now is the time to get back in the habit of attending our functions and meals.  Saves you a lot of work and the food is great.  Also we remind you that Autumn will officially begin on the 22nd.

  Stop in soon and make us a regular stop in your travels this fall and winter.

SECRETARY’S CORNER

 Yes we are back to normal except for those who are still delinquent.  With all our Fall activities coming up it is a shame they won’t be attending.  You can help cure this by telling a friend to get that check in this month.

  We still want to remind you that our Initiation fee is $35.00 as before, so sponsor a friend to become a member in your Lodge.  If you enjoy it, why shouldn’t they?  Also all delinquent members will be dropped from the rolls this month so tell your friends to get on the rolls ASAP.

ELMER’S THANK YOUS

  A special thanks to all the members who took the time to donate blood at the blood drive in July.  Elks truly do care and do share.

UPCOMING EVENTS

 On Friday, September 4th at 7:30 p.m., we’ll have our Karaoke Contest!  Come listen to the totally awesome singing talent we have at the Lodge.

  On Saturday, September 5th we will be holding Lodge Appreciation Day from noon to 7:00 pm.  Come join us for a change of pace for this event.

  We’re going to have “Grill Your Own Meal Night” at the Lodge on Saturday, September 12th (the second Saturday in September) from 4-7 PM.  Bring what you want to grill and the Lodge will provide salad and a baked potato (donations to defray the cost will be accepted).

 BAR BINGO IS MOVING TO MONDAYS

 STARTING SEPTEMBER 14TH!!

It’s the same games, we’re just moving to a different night.  Please join us on Monday evenings starting at 7:00 pm.

   The 200 Club Banquet will be held on Saturday, September 26th.  This event will begin at 6:00 p.m. and will last until ????

INTERNET JUKEBOX

 Please stop by the Lodge and play some tunes on our Internet Jukebox.  Don’t miss out!  We heard that the E.R. is claiming to have helped Al Gore invent the internet.  What’s up with that?

CONDOLENCES

 A very heartfelt condolence is sent from the officers and members of Cranberry Lodge to members Lorraine Dourlain and Chris Dourlain on the very untimely loss of their granddaughter and niece.  You  and your family are in our thoughts and prayers.

WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO?

TOPIC: Fraternal organizations, what are they all about?

  First, that’s quite a question and could result in a two page answer!  But we’ll try to keep it short.

  Fraternal organizations had their beginnings when folks who possessed a common bond banded together.  For the Elks, it was a comic and singer (entertainer) named Charles Vivian who banded together with other entertainers to start our great organization.

  Many years ago, when Sunday Blue Laws existed, Lodges with catering licenses (such as ours) had a key strategic advantage in that these establishments were the only place to serve food and alcohol on Sundays.  Although no longer the case, your Lodge is a great place to stop by on a Sunday!

  By law, fraternal organizations support a common cause; ours is the PA Home Services Nurses Program.  In fact, many states, including Pennsylvania, require that monies made by a fraternal organization go to charity.  That’s the justification for our Small Games of Chance license, which is displayed in the Bar and Grill room.

  Hopefully, the above information helps everyone to better understand this aspect of fraternal organizations and our Lodge.

FROM THE EDITORS

 Dear fellow members, this issue of the Bellows will be our last as we are taking a much-needed retirement after being editors of the Bellows on and off for over 13 years.  We would like to thank everyone who have had so many kind words over the years and for those of you who don’t read the Bellows anyway, you won’t even notice that we’re gone.  We’ll still be involved with many things at the Lodge and we hope to see you all soon.

CRANBERRY ON THE WEB

 There has been much confusion as to our website lately and perhaps this will clear it up.

  We will be getting a new website soon but it is still under construction.  In the meantime you can still read the Bellows at www.geocities.com/cranberry elks.  Once the new website is completed the new web address will be www.cranberryelks2249.com.  Thanks Maureen for all your hard work in handling this matter.

  Also you can check up on the latest standings, events and news at the State level at paelks.com or at the National level at elks.org.

P.E.R. SCHOLARSHIP GOLF OUTING

 The 16th annual PER Scholarship Golf Outing has come and gone.  Again, thanks to all who make this day a special one.  The outing was once again very successful.  The PER Association would like to thank the following for their sponsorships:

MARSICO AMUSEMENTS

DR. DRYWALL, INC./MIKE ALLAN

SOUTHERN WINES & SPIRITS/CARL CAWLEY

KASGRO RAIL CORPORATIION

UNIFRST CORPORATION

PAUL Q. LAFAYETTE

MT. CHESTNUT OIL & GAS

RON ZORN

A SPECIAL THANKS TO THE RON DUNN AGENCY FOR THE SPONSORSHIP OF OUR HOLE IN ONE CONTEST.

OUR ABSENT MEMBERS

 Condolences are sent to the family and friends of members Robert E. Kress and Charles Mihaly on their passing.  An Elk is never forgotten, never forsaken.

TO OUR ABSENT MEMBERS

DISABLED VETERAN’S LUNCHEON

 Volunteers are needed for the Lodge’s semi-annual Disabled Veteran’s Luncheon.  The luncheon will be held on Wednesday, October 14th, 2009.  We will once again be hosting the luncheon for patients of DeShon Veteran’s Hospital in the downstairs hall.  We are looking for volunteers who can help us out from 11:00 am until 2:00 pm.  We will be serving lunch, helping the Vets with “string bean bingo” and most importantly socializing with the patients.  It is always a rewarding afternoon for all who volunteer.  Hopefully you can come out and help live up to the Elk’s pledge “As long as there are veterans in our hospitals, the Elks will never forget them”.  If you have any further questions, contact Terry Liersaph or Dave Smith.  Hope to see you on the 14th.

ELMER’S CAFE

 Elmer’s Cafe will be closed on Friday, September 4th for the Labor Day Weekend.  Otherwise, they will be serving the following dinner specials during the month of September:
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9/3
-
Spaghetti Bar

9/10
-
Chicken Salad Croissant with 2 sides

9/17
-
Meatloaf with mashed potatoes, veggie and roll and butter

9/24
-
Chicken or Shrimp Alfredo with a side salad and Italian bread and butter

ANNUAL STEELER SUNDAY 

TURKEY FRY

 Don your black and gold and join us as the Lodge on Sunday, September 27th for the annual Turkey Fry when the Steelers will be playing the Cincinnati Bengals at 4:15 pm.  Dinner will be served at 3:30.  Please bring a side dish or snack to share and remember that we will also have $1.00 drafts.  See you there!!

A REMINDER TO OUR MEMBERS

 Section II of the House Rules of Cranberry Elks state “No one residing within the jurisdiction of Cranberry Elks Lodge No. 2249 may be a guest in the club more than three (3) times other than a spouse or significant other”.  While we encourage and welcome guests to visit, please keep in mind that if you are bringing in a guest (male or female) more than three times, and they meet the criteria for membership, propose them to join our Lodge.  Just as the sign above our guest register states “First visit - you’re  a guest, Second visit - you’re a friend, Third visit  - you’re a member!

ELKS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS

 The Elks Scholarship Program will be underway and the 2010 Scholarship applications are now available to eligible High School Seniors.  This includes the Most Valuable Student and ENF Legacy Awards.  Applications can be obtained on-line or by contacting Jim Kennedy, our Cranberry Elks Scholarship Chairman.

Most Valuable Student Applications

www.elks.org/enf/scholars/mvs.cfm

ENF Legacy Applications

www/elks.org/enf/scholars/legacy.cfm

  The Elks National Foundation is second only to the Federal Government in the amount of money in scholarships that are awarded to deserving High School Seniors.  All the more reason to be proud to be an Elk!

[image: image2.png]A BETTER

BE A
PROPOSER

PROPOSE A FRIEND FOR MEMBERSHIP

WE LIKE YOU
WE'LL LIKE YOUR FRIEND





