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“I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”                   

 --Jesus

“I have the audacity to believe that peoples everywhere can have three meals a day for their bodies, education and culture for their minds, and dignity, equality and freedom for their spirits”


 --Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Course Description
This course consists of a study of Jesus' parables in light of their First Century Jewish environment, and a detailed reflection on bridging the gap between then and now so the parables become relevant guides to understanding our place in today’s world.

Learning Outcomes

By the end on the term, students will demonstrate an understanding of the following learning outcomes:

1. Articulate the core moral values of Jesus’ teaching ministry;

2. Develop a working definition of the Kingdom of God;

3. Summarize the social/political/religious/spiritual environment of first century Palestine;

4. Explain what it means to say Jesus’ parables were subversive and oppositional to much of the above-referenced environment;

By the end of the term, students will do the following:  

5. Build a basic literary interpretive strategy that enables the critical analysis of Jesus’ parables;

6. Decodify/interpret in detail one of Jesus’ parables not discussed in class and apply to contemporary social/moral problem;

7. Conduct self-directed research that enables critical understanding and awareness of today’s world;

8. Build the Kingdom of God by generating and implementing solutions to today’s problems. 

Course Values

1. Desire for Knowledge about our World

2. Academic Seriousness and Focus

3. Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

4. Intellectual Integrity
Grading Policies/Projects

40 %
Parable Portfolio:

Students will develop an ongoing digital portfolio that will be evaluated based on consistency of maintenance and quality of reflection.  The digital portfolio will include various parable interpretive projects; research on contemporary issues; application of parable understanding; etc.  Half of this grade will be maintenance and half will be quality of work submitted

20%   
Independent Parable Research Project:

Using a method developed in class, each student will interpret and apply a parable not discussed in class to a contemporary social/moral issue.

30%
Ongoing Oral Quizzes/Parable Rewrite:

Quizzes administered daily in an effort to review and build on previous work; at the end of each unit, groups will rewrite the parable in modern language addressing modern concerns.

10% 
Final Exam:

Answer in essay format Learning Outcomes 1-4 as well as one parable interpretation assignment

Homework/Project Grading
The digital portfolio will be graded every Monday for updating and maintenance.  There is no late work accepted for this aspect of the portfolio.  Because you have the entire week to maintain the portfolio, which will be due every Saturday night by midnight, there will be no tolerance for late work.  Other than portfolio maintenance, which is done at the student’s discretion during the week, there will be little need for additional homework.

RELIGIOUS STUDIES DEPARTMENTAL GUIDELINES FOR GRADING
A (Outstanding)
· Completes 100% of assignments
· Participates consistently in class activities as active questioner, commentator, and listener
· Exhibits superior comprehension/organizational ability in testing, speaking, and writing
· Exhibits unusual insight or originality in work
· Actively engaged and self-directed in the learning
· Consistently a good citizen in attendance and behavior
B (Very Good)
· Completes 100% of assignments
· Participates generally in class activities as an active questioner or occasional commentator
· Exhibits good comprehension and organizational ability in testing, speaking, and writing
· Exhibits consistently good work, but is not characterized as unusually insightful or original
· Shows initiative, but tends to rely on teacher direction
C (Satisfactory)
· Completes most assignments
· Participates in class activities as an interested learner or an infrequent commentator
· Exhibits fair comprehension and organizational ability in testing, speaking, and writing
· Sees what is explicit but reveals no unusual insight or originality
· Relies on teacher direction
D (Minimum Achievement)
· May not complete all assignments on time or at all
· Participates in class activities as a listener, comments only if questioned
· Exhibits minimum comprehension/organizational ability in testing, speaking, and writing
· Often misses explicit connection between content/themes
· Relies on teacher direction
F (Failure due to Unsatisfactory Achievement)
· Does no complete assignments
· Rarely or never participates in class activities in any capacity
· Exhibits little comprehension
· Consistently misses explicit connection between content/themes

· Relies upon but fails to follow teacher direction
