Philosophy Curriculum

Course Title:



Introduction to Philosophy

Grades:




11, 12

Units:




5 units

Course Description:

This course will introduce students to the most prominent people, movements, and methods of western philosophy from the ancient period to the present. We will examine the fundamental problems that philosophers have dealt with, as well as the various approaches and arguments they have used. Students will become familiar with the terminology used in philosophical discourse, learn about the historical development of the discipline, and develop their own skills of philosophical argumentation.

Course Goals and/or Major Student Outcomes:

· To become acquainted with the insights of some of the great philosophers of the Western philosophical traditions (ancient Greek, medieval, and modern)

· To relate these ideas of the great philosophers to perennial questions about human existence, human relations, and the natural environment.
· To sharpen the skill of reading the text deeply, critically, and usefully

· To understand ourselves, our character, and desires through the lens of disciplined philosophical discourse

Course Objectives:
· Students will prepare written reflection papers that demonstrate his/her ability to use philosophical reasoning to think through problems raised in the class 
· Students will understand and apply key concepts of elementary logic 
Students will develop and lead in-class discussions/presentations on specific philosophers or philosophical movements
Course Outline:

1.0  Introduction to the Introduction of Philosophy

1.1
What is philosophy?


1.2
What can philosophy do for me (medical decisions, identify the good life, make beliefs explicit, understand principles of various disciplines, etc.) 

1.3
What do philosophers do?


1.4
Limits of Western philosophy


1.5
Philosophy as process and result

2.0  Introduction to Logic

2.1
The structure of arguments


2.2
The nature of presuppositions


2.2
Language and informal fallacies


2.3
Categorical propositions


2.4
Syllogisms

3.0  The Pre-Socratics


3.1
Naturalistic cosmological theories: “What is Real?”


3.1.1
Thales, Anaximander, Anaximines, Pythagoras


3.1.2
What really is: “Ontology”


3.2
Atomists


3.2.1
Leucippus, Democritus



3.2.2
Presupposition: “Realism,” the birth of science

4.0  Socrates


4.1
Shifts question away from “What is Real?” to “How are We Related to what is Real?”


4.2
Plato’s Socrates: The Apology


4.2.1
The conscience of the community



4.2.2
The place of philosophy in human life



4.2.3
Philosophy as a criticism of values


4.3
Plato’s Socrates: The Crito



4.3.1
Custom as parent and adversary



4.3.2
Communal way of life

5.0  Plato and Aristotle


5.1
Plato’s theory of forms: The Ideas as Blueprints


5.2
Republic



5.2.1
Order and justice



5.2.2
Psychology and politics



5.2.3
Crafting character, community, and the universe


5.3
Plato’s Cave



5.3.1 
The divided line: ignorance and happiness



5.3.2
Pragmatic idealism


5.4
Aristotle: Physics and metaphysics



5.4.1
Theory of knowledge



5.4.2
The place of human beings in the universe



5.4.3
Philosophy as science

6.0  Epicurus and the Stoics


6.1
Epicurus



6.1.1
Philosophy as pain avoidance



6.1.2
Politics, religion, and other sources of anxiety



6.1.3
Justice and life in the city


6.2
The Stoics



6.2.1
Freedom in the walled city of the mind



6.2.2
The woes of attachment

7.0
Medieval View


7.1
Sin and salvation



7.2
Is society worth saving anyway?



7.3
Discussion of Aquinas’ text: Five Proofs for Existence of God


7.4
Occam’s razor

8.0
Early Modern Philosophy


8.1
Rationalism




8.1.1
Knowledge




8.1.2
Method of doubt




8.1.3
Mind/Body dualism




8.1.4
Descartes: Selections from Meditations 



8.2
Empiricism




8.2.1
Knowledge through sense-perception



8.2.2
Understanding and ideas




8.2.3
Introduction to Hume




8.2.4
Chance, causation, free-will



8.3
Kant’s Resolution




8.2.1
The possibility of knowledge




8.2.2
Transcendental Aesthetic




8.2.3
Metaphysics of morals

9.0  
Continental Philosophy


9.1
Nietzsche




9.1.1
The fall of idealism, turn to historicism/literature




9.1.2
The concept and consciousness of modernity




9.1.3
The critique of philosophy




9.1.4
The self and morality



9.2
Post-Nietzsche philosophy



9.2.1
Existentialism




9.2.2
Phenomenology




9.3.3
Hermeneutics




9.3.4
Critical Theory

10  Analytic Philosophy



10.1
Criticisms of Continental school of philosophy



10.2
Wittgentstein’s views on language



10.3
Rejection of metaphysics: Carnap, Frege, Ayer, Quinn



10.4 
Ordinary language philosophy
Text & Supplemental Instructional Materials

· Hadot, Pierre.  What is Ancient Philosophy.  Trans. Michael Chase (Harvard University Press, 2002).
· Palmer, Donald.  Does the Center Hold: An Introduction to Western Philosophy (McGraw-Hill, 2001).
· Selected readings from primary philosophical sources, ancient to modern.

Key Assignments
· Two Reflection Papers: Students will be expected to write two "reflection" or "thought" papers (minimum four pages typewritten).  These are not the same as research or "term" papers.  Students will be expected to think through one of the problems raised in class.  Papers will be graded on the basis of (1) understanding of the material content studied, (2) ability to think beyond the course content and to add one's own insight into the topics studied, and (3) ability to defend a thesis and to answer objections to it.  Students will be allowed to choose from a variety of topics or to devise one of their own. 
· Lead one in-class discussion/presentation: Because this class will function primarily as a seminar each student will be required to lead and direct discussion once during the semester. These “seminar assignments” will involve the following:
· The student will prepare a careful reading of the material assigned for the day you are seminar leader. 

· The student will provide a summary and overview of the material to be discussed during that class (should focus on the main issues, theses, topics, etc.). 
· Present an analysis of the material (that is, the student will not merely say: "Spinoza believes X, Y, and Z" but rather, "Spinoza believes X because of ABC, and it seems to me that X is contradicted by EF which Spinoza also believes." Or, "This stuff that Spinoza is saying is really important because it raises the question of how we can know more than what our senses merely tell us.”
· Develop some questions or issues or points that arise out of the readings and which can be the focus for a classroom wide discussion. Students will prepare at least 5-7 questions about the material –these will be written out and a copy provided to the instructor if not to the whole class.
· Students will provide the class with some hand out to aid their study, exploration, and examination of the material. Examples include: outlines of the main points of the texts, diagrams of conceptual systems being discussed, suggestions for movies, novels or plays that incorporate or explore some of the conceptual issues being discussed. 
· Students will be prepared to answer questions about the material –to the best of your ability. This will be a function of how seriously they have thought about the material.
· Finally, students will prepare a 5-7 page essay that responds in a careful and thoughtful manner to some clear and concise issue, thesis, problem, argument, concept, raised in the readings. This paper will be due one week after your seminar assignment. 

· 10 One-page Quick Response Papers: There are two types of QRP’s that the student will write: In-class QRPs. As the name indicates, these are completed by students in class, either working singly or in small groups. Generally speaking, in-class QRPs are used to help students work through a difficult concept or idea in class. They will sometimes be used to help get discussion going, or they will be used to aid students in the application of a concept to a specific situation or problem.  Take-home QRPs. Again, as the name indicates, these QRPs must complete outside of class and turn in on the following class date (or as otherwise indicated). Take-home QRPs are usually assigned in order to facilitate a slightly more in-depth or sustained analysis of an issue, concept, argument, or idea that the class is examining.
