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	CRAIGIEBURN TENNIS CLUB INC.

Corporation Registration No. A142065
P.O. Box No. 3

Craigieburn 3064
	




Important Notices: 
1. Please note important calendar dates later in this newsletter. 

2. New Rule re court hire: please note that court hire is now $5 per person. This includes members’ guests. Members should collect the money and give it to Karen. Members not following this procedure may have their membership suspended or keys confiscated. 
3. Members please note the times for junior practice sessions and coaching at the end of the junior report.

4. MISSING KEYS: the green key for the storage area has gone missing from the telephone box. Please check bags etc. just in case.
President’s Report – March 2008 

Since our last newsletter much has happened.  Clearly the most significant event has been the completion of the new courts. I’m sure you’ll agree we now have a wonderful facility at Craigieburn for both playing and viewing tennis while the continued development of our club must be the envy of many. Yet there are still more projects in the pipeline, as your committee strives hard to bring about further improvements. These include :

· mesh wind screens around the outside perimeter fence line

· concrete paving at the south entrance and along the deck

· painting inside the rooms

Council will contribute towards these works as part of the project funding for the new courts and deck, while the club will fund the balance. The club is also seeking quotations for seating, shelters and further landscaping. 

For those not aware, the new courts have coin operated lights.  The coin boxes are inside the steel security doors and accept $2 coins – a fee of $10 per hour applying. There are two warning lights – orange and green, one for each court - to alert players about four minutes prior to turning off time. This is to allow time to insert more coins if desired. The members’ gate key will provide access to the coin boxes.

For night comp, special keys will be available to turn lights on at the switch inside the rooms.  Team captains will be advised where these keys are to be kept. Please do not adjust any other switches at the control switchboard.

Finally, a special thank you to Kaye Jenkins for kindly donating her time and skills to make the new cushions for our bench seating.

Please feel free to offer your suggestions to improve our club, there is much we can achieve by working together.

Til next time, take care.

Peter Ferguson

Competition News 

NSNTA
Not much to report at this early stage of the season, although some teams have recorded solid and promising starts. To mention a couple of stars – Men’s B Reserve 3 have finally found some form, while Ladies C Special 3 are also doing very well. Our mixed teams seem to be doing OK too. It would be nice to pick up a pennant or two this year – some of us might be running out of opportunities before the slide down the gradings starts to take effect!!
A reminder about emergency players and additional registrations. A non-registered player may only play three games. A fourth game will mean loss of games for that player which would usually lead to a loss of the match.
Please contact Peter if you require an additional registration. This can be requested at any time. You do not need to wait until a certain number of games have been played.

Peter Ferguson
NSJTA (Juniors)

1. Last season’s success
Craigieburn’s efforts in winning 3 premierships last season was lauded at the last NSJTA meeting. Only Greenvale with 5 and Maribyrnong Park with 6 (including one shared) were more successful. Of course, both clubs have many more teams than we do.
2. Current standings 
Despite having most of our teams graded higher than requested (or expected), the majority of teams are performing extremely well. After five rounds we had 7 of the 8 teams sitting in the top four. Again, thanks must go to the dedicated team managers and parents for the time and encouragement they invest in the kids. 

3. Fees
There are only a few juniors owing membership or ball money. The current system of collecting monies before the end of the previous season seems to be working well.  

4. B grade

There is a proposal for ‘B’ grade finals to be umpired by teams not making finals (including grand-finals). This will lessen the need for clubs to provide umpires on grand-final day. A reminder also to all B grade teams: remember that there is a tie-break in the singles at 5-5 (the information on the NSJTA website is out-dated).
5. Lower grade kids umpiring

The association believes it is important to give children in the lower grades the opportunity to umpire or help umpire matches. This experience will help them if required to umpire finals and will also teach them to umpire their own matches when they move into higher grades. 

6. Anzac Day matches (Friday Night)

The association will permit teams to organise to play on another day if both clubs agree. 

7. Change of venue

One week’s notice is required when notifying of a change of venue.

8. Proposal for ‘D grade’ - no finals

A club has proposed that D grades do not play finals and that all kids receive a participation certificate/medallion. The Craigieburn committee has voted unanimously against this proposal and notes that learning to lose and win is a normal part of development.
9. Practice sessions (new courts)

A couple of teams requested the timetabling of extra practice sessions. The committee has opposed this. Teams are timetabled one practice session. They may practise more than this but will have to take their chance in finding a free court just as other members need to do. 
10. Teams entries for season 2, 2008
Vanda Hammond and I have begun the process of putting the teams together for next season. 

Any players not wishing to continue playing competition should let their team manager or Brian know asap. A date will be set after the school holidays for completing forms and paying $15 ball money/registration. Players who do not submit their form and/or money cannot be guaranteed a place in a team for the following season.

Practice times for junior teams

The current schedule is as follows:-

Mondays: 

4.30 – 6.00 – D4 (Margaret and Carmel) 

5.00 – 6.00 - C1 (Laurie)

6.00 – 7.00 – A Res 3 (Vanda)

6.00 – 7.00 – C-2 (Michael)
Wednesdays

5.00 – 6.00 – B2 (Graeme)
6.00 – 7.00 – B1 Boys (Pauline)

6.00 – 7.00 – B-1 Boys (Deborah)
Coaching –court usage

Tuesdays

4.00 – 4.30 – 3 courts

4.30 – 6.00 – 4 courts

6.00 – 7.00 – 3 courts

Thursdays 

4.00 – 4.30 – 2 courts

4.30 – 5.30 – 4 courts

5.30 – 6.30 – 3 courts

6.30 – 7.00 – 2 courts

Fridays

4.00 – 5.30 – 2 courts

5.30 – 7.00 – 1 court
Brian Brooks

NSJTA Delegate and Junior Co-ordinator.


NSLTA – MIDWEEK LADIES

We are struggling for players. The competition takes place on Thursdays between 10.00 A.M. and 2.00 P.M. Please ring Anne on 5783 2665 for more information.

                                                                

“Seniors’ Social Tennis Program”

Get active, have fun and make new friends.

Monday Social Tennis is continuing this year. It’s lots of fun. We often go out for lunch and have a cuppa after the hit. Please contact Anne on the following number to enquire.  

Anne France (03) 5783 2665 (a local call if made from Craigieburn). 


Coaching and Tennis news from Complete Tennis Services – Tim Connelly

Tennis Coaching recommences on week beginning Monday April 7th

Tennis Matchplay Holiday Clinic April 1st – April 3rd, 9.30am-3.30pm. $30 per day / family and extra day discount. The clinics are ideal for players to practice match situations and are ideal for all standards of players.

Ball kids for the Autralian Open. Reminder that the Aviva Ballkid application system is now live and can be accessed via the event guide section of the Australian Open web site until Monday 31st March. The site is below.

http://www.australianopen.com/en_AU/event_guide/employment_applications.html
_______________________________

CLUB APPAREL

Please see Peter Ferguson for our attractive selection of club apparel. 
__________________________________________
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2008
Newsletters (Quarterly)

March, June, September, December.

MAY/JUNE
Fundraiser

MAY 19TH – 7.30 – 8.30 PM

Collection night for ball money, portfolios & keys from NSNTA team captains.

AUGUST 4TH
A.G.M. (All welcome and indeed encouraged to attend.

JULY T.B.A.
Senior pick-up night for spring season

OCTOBER 11TH
Trivia Night

NOVEMBER 9TH, 16TH & 23RD
Club Championships (Including juniors)
** Entries close Saturday November 1st **

DECEMBER T.B.A.
Junior Break-up and Trophy Presentation Night (includes Club Championships trophy presentation)

__________________________________________

HALL HIRE.
Our hall is available for hire at the following rates:
MEMBERS: $100 with a $250 bond.
NON-MEMBERS: $200 with a $250 bond.

The hall makes a great venue for large parties and celebrations. If you have any inquiries, please feel more than welcomes to contact Anne on 5783 2665.


Advertising Space

The Club is still selling advertising space in the form of signage, to be placed on outer perimeter fences of the courts.  Any member or others with a business they would like to advertise in a prime location in Craigieburn should contact Hugh Morgan at the club for more details.
.
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING

Our next committee meeting is to be held on Monday, April 7 at 7:30pm in the tennis clubrooms. All club members are welcome to attend all committee meetings. Remember - the more input we receive, the more efficiently we can organise and run the Craigieburn Tennis Club. 
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Note that the website has links to committee meeting minutes, newsletters, reports and many other items of interest. Feel free to leave feedback through the guestbook.  Brian Brooks

www.geocities.com/craigieburntennisclub

If you wish to add anything to the newsletter, please do not hesitate to contact Brian Brooks on 9308 1574.
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If you have a business that you would like to advertise in our newsletter, give Karen a call on 9305 6517. She will be more than happy to assist you.
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