
ENVE at Cal Poly

• by Rod Keif and  Hal Cota



Decades:  Thirties-Forties-Fifties
2

‘35

Air Conditioning and 
Refrigeration
Engineering 

‘59‘37

Sixty-five years ago at Cal Poly  the start of our dynamic 
program

Established
in 1937

‘40

McGrath

‘50‘46



Decade: S I x t i e s 3

‘60 ‘69‘66

New Faculty

Keif

‘63

Air Conditioning
and Refrigeration 
Engineering

‘67

Cota Niles Holtz

‘68

Environmental
Engineering
HVAC 
Air Pollution

Allen & 
Ward

Department Name Change

Calif. State University
System formed
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Decade: S e v e n t i e s

‘70 ‘71 ‘72 ‘74 ‘79

Misic Clark

Environmental
Engineering
HVAC 
Air & Water Pollution

Solar added in 1979

Student Chapter of 
A&WMA chartered     
in 1975

Water Pollution Concentration added



‘80 ‘81

EnvE department dissolved
Air/water moved to newly formed
Civil Engr. Dept. as the EnvE  degree program.

HVAC/solar moved to Mech. Engineering
as a concentration ME.

‘89‘82 ‘88
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Decade: E i g h t i e s

‘87

Environmental
Engineering
HVAC 
Air & Water  

Pollution

Vigil Keif retired

EnvE Program becomes multimedia air –
water/wastewater-noise-solid waste-hazardous waste 
management
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Decade: N i n e t i e s

‘90

Lang

‘91

State budget
crunch.

‘93

Bioremediation and Graduate Program 

‘94

Sczechowski

‘99

Nelson

Environmental Program Grows – students & faculty

‘95

Pal Maddren
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Decade: Current

‘00 ‘01 ‘02 ‘03 ‘04 ‘06‘05

4 plus 1 Graduate Program
ENVE first annual alumni event

Parna Mukherjee

Environmental Program largest undergrad program



ENVE

Started with concern about indoor thermal 
environment and noise

• Concern about outdoor environment added
• Air , water-wastewater-solid waste-

hazardous waste-remediation
• Total exposure-indoor environment



That’s the big picture !

• You are a big part of this picture
• Networking with alums and students
• Feedback to the faculty
• Advising use formally or informally on
• Curriculum
• Labs
• Opportunities for students



Thank You !


