Catherine Palma

Operations Management

Professor Ebrahimi

4/19/2006

Empirical Studies Report

Empirical studies are based on facts rather than opinion. Doing empirical studies requires using “verifiable facts of evidence” (Definitions of Empirical studies on the Web: http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&lr=&defl=en&q=define:Empirical+studies&sa=X&oi=glossary_definition&ct=title). Knowing the meaning of empirical studies is important. Without knowing the meaning, you won’t be able to accomplish your research. Operations Management field can relate to using empirical studies.


 Empirical studies can be applied to Operations Management based on data and facts related to primary and secondary sources. According to the site Production and Operations Management, a case base research explains how Operations Management allows empirical studies to play a role: “Academic research in Operations Management has primarily been based on analytical models or on large empirical data sets.” (Production and Operations Management: http://www.poms.org/Journal/dept_mission.html). Empirical data and models from primary or secondary sources help the research become successful. Case-based research is important in operations management, which is based on the following: “(1) Case studies are an effective way to generate hypotheses that may then be further validated using empirical data or analytical models; (2) For many topics, it is difficult to generate multiple data points; (3) At times, cases have shorter lead times than other research forms and, hence, are a great way to derive insights while more rigorous studies based on extensive empirical data and analytical models are being completed.” (Production and Operations Management: http://www.poms.org/Journal/dept_mission.html). All of these reasons are true because without any of them, the research would be useless and stressful. 

In order to do well in empirical studies in any field, it requires evidence of facts to back up your reasons to prove your research as valid. Learning what of empirical studies is can help you enhance your researching skills. Primary sources are helpful in the process because you get an insight by surveys, questionnaires, or any other method not using resources. Secondary sources are helpful as well because you are able to back up your hypothesis by facts stated from past research (books, internet, magazines, journals, etc.) Although, both sources are very important to use in any empirical study since you can expand your research based on evidence. More evidence to your hypothesis leads to a successful empirical study. Society will believe your research as long as you gather data to back up your conclusions on your research. Empirical studies in all fields require the knowledge of getting multiple sources as well as evidence.
