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Reflections of Jan’s Class

This paper is written to all of my fellow classmates who are or will be instructed by Jan Strever. She is one of the finest English teachers I have ever had, and she has banished the horror I had of taking an English writing class. It’s not to say that she was overly easy on us, but that she made the class interesting and applicable to my career choice, thereby imparting knowledge to us.

One thing that she taught us was the different ways a person could plagiarize. The threat of failing the class was enough to keep me from plagiarizing. It made me stop and think when I write, because there are many, almost subtle ways to plagiarize. It made me nervous because when you are told to make a report on a subject, which has facts, it is almost impossible to come up with your own words to describe that same subject. The temptation to integrate sentences into your own work is always tempting, and documenting sources is painstaking and boring. 

One thing I found interesting was the differences between the concepts of definitions, comparing and contrasting, and classifications. These were all writing assignments that closely related to each other and yet had their differences. These assignments helped out for the manual project, which tapped on the resources of all the others. It also helped me to focus on the differences and understand the possible applications of those types of thinking and writing.

 These writing assignments broadened the scope of my future, as I imagined myself writing brochures on a product or a set of instructions or a procedural manual for a crew to follow in simultaneously setting up operating systems or applications in a network environment, where clarity and standards are a must.

I by no means feel as if I am a very good writer but I feel that with proper time and motivation I could turn out a comprehensible manual or a convincing proposal. I feel that this should be a tool I should hone to perfection especially given my weakness in communicating vocally.   I know I could succeed at this because of my having participated in this class instructed by Jan Strever.

Jan’s class was always interesting and exciting. I don’t know how her other classes are but the way she conducted this class kept everybody’s attention and excitement. I found this really strange given the topic. I think it was because she got us thinking along the lines of our networking technology as well as writing skills. It must have been a form of child psychology luring us in with the candy of our own egos and computer desires. I am sure she could do this with any occupation. One thing I regret was not being able to personally attend more classes than I did. Because of work I had to spend more time doing the class online independently. I am sure if I had been there more often that I would have learned tons more. If I could have been there on the last day I would have personally thanked her for being such a good teacher. Before I got in her class other students put a scare in me about Jan assigning too much work. Well that was not the case. I felt that she gave just the right number of assignments. Any less would have shorted us essential knowledge, and the workload was by no means overburdening. Most of the fears I had went away the first day I met Jan in class, even though I was two days late. The rest of my fears went away with each succeeding encounter with her from that day forward. 

In conclusion I have to admit that because of this class and Jan Strever’s superior teaching skills and dynamite personality that I overcame my distaste for writing.

