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Clean Install


A clean install of the Windows Operating System on a computer is the preferred method of installation for professionals.


An operating system is software that controls the operation of a computer and directs the processing of programs (as by assigning storage space in memory and controlling input and output functions).  Software according to Webster’s dictionary refers to something used or associated with and usually contrasted with hardware. It is the entire set of programs, procedures, and related documentation associated with a system and especially a computer system; specifically: computer programs.  In short it contains the commands and instructions to make the hardware (the physical components of the computer such as keyboard, mouse monitor etc.) function.

A clean install refers to installing the operating system where one does not already exist, as compared to an upgrade install, which takes the current Operating System such as WIN95 and upgrades it to WIN98. 

The faster and easier way is to install on top of the existing installation, whether that is a Win3.1 or a Win95 installation or maybe even a Win98 version. Just insert the Windows CD in the CD-ROM drive and away you go. Some 30-60 minutes later Win98 will be installed. There is nothing more to it. An upgrade saves all the settings and programs that are already residing on the computer. The drawback is that it also saves any problems or bugs that were in the system. 

A clean install on the other hand has nothing to save, which means it takes a bit more preparation before doing the deed. The Windows installation program will normally detect the computers hardware and provide the latest drivers for them, but there are many instances when it doesn’t, and the installer should be prepared with a list of the hardware and any driver files needed. It is also handy to have any disks containing special programs that do not come on the Windows Operating System such as games, word processors, etc.

A clean install can be performed under a few conditions. The first is on a brand new hard drive, which may need to be formatted. The second is a re-formatted hard drive. The third would be on a hard drive with a Windows operating System already installed, in which case the Windows directory should be deleted.  After a clean install is completed the installer can rest assured that everything is fresh and running at peak performance.

