HOUSE

Divided America Essay Rubrics

Thesis
(5 Points)

· 4-5
Clear, analytical thesis

· 2-3
Thesis lists main points of essay in attempt to answer question

· 0 – 1 
Has no functional thesis

Organization (5 Points)

· Introductory Paragraph 

· 2 organized body paragraphs

· Conclusion

Analysis (5 Points)

· 4-5
Strong analytical essay; shows relationships between points and develops data 


· 3
Some analysis

· 1-2
Mostly generalized and descriptive in nature

Data (10 Points)

· 8 – 10 
Supports thesis with substantial, relevant information

· 5 – 7
Uses some information or has minor errors

· 3 – 4  
Uses mainly generalities, major errors

· 0 – 2 
Information is inaccurate or irrelevant to question; misunderstands question

Style (5 Points)

· 4-5
Grammar and writing style well-developed

· 2-3
Some minor stylistic or grammatical mistakes

· 0-1
Writing style is weak or simplistic; major grammatical errors 

 Essay Total:  _______________/30 Points 

1.  North-South Similarities

Similarities:  History/Heritage, Christianity, Free Labor Ideology, Manifest Destiny, Government structure, Agriculture, Capitalism
Differences:  National v. States’ Rights, Slavery, Agriculture v. Industry, Christianity, Wealth/RR.

Essay MUST take a stand on Extent & Areas of Similarity/Difference

2. Fire-eaters v. abolitionists

Constitution:  Fire-Eaters.  States’ Rights; protection of property; 10th Amendment.  Abolitionists.  Liberty, Higher Law.  Both invoke Founding Fathers, principles of Revolution.  
Economics.  Fire-Eaters.  “Mudsill”; compare to N. workers, importance of cotton.  Abolitionists.  Inefficient, differences between workers & slaves.  Both rely on social mobility.

Ideology.  Fire-Eaters.  Racism; paternalism.  Abolitionists.  Higher Law; cruelty of slavery.  Both use Christianity and Democratic ideals. 

3. Outcome of Civil War:

Politics:  Foreign policy, Critics of President, Elections, Opposition (Copperheads, Unionists)

Economics:  Cotton Diplomacy, Chase’s program, Blockade, Industrialization policies
Military Policy:  Anaconda Plan, Advantages/Disadvantages, Key Victories

Essay MUST take a stand on whether Union won or South lost.

4. South Change?

National Government:  Yes.  Balance of power shifts to North; Republican policies during war; conflict between Congress & President; Constitutional Amendments.  No.  Amendments limited; not enforced.  States’ rights persists.  Solid South.

Race Relations.  Yes.  Black literacy, voting, and land ownership.  Emancipation & Freedman’s Bureau.  Civil Rights Acts & KKK Acts.  No.  Sharecropping; voting restrictions, KKK, segregation.

Economics.  Yes.  Republican policies.  Economic growth.  South industrializing/ “New South.”  No.  South remains agricultural; sharecropping; industrialization began before Civil War.  

1864 Election
Lincoln runs for re-election (1)

McClellan (1) runs on war record (1) and antiwar platform (2)

Johnson = VP (1) from South (2) to show Lincoln’s postwar plan (1)

Union Victory at Atlanta (3)

1. 1876 Election 
Grant  tries to run for 3rd term (1); Hayes (1) v. Tilden (1)
Electoral votes of Southern states rejected (2) so election is disputed (1)

SC threatens to secede if Hayes is elected (1)

Electoral Commission to decide winner (1)

Hayes promises to end Reconstruction (3); Hayes wins (1)
2. Dred Scott v. Sanford

Dred Scott = slave (1)

Sanford = army officer (1) moves to a free state (2); Scott sues for freedom (1)

CJ = Taney (1)  rules against Scott (1); Rules that blacks are not citizens (2)

Efforts to restrict expansion of slavery = unconstitutional (2)

Northerners are outraged (1); repealed by 14th Amendment (1)
3. Emancipation Proclamation

Lincoln tries to balance abolitionists and Border States (1)

After victory at Antietam (2)

ONLY frees slaves in Confederacy/Does not apply to Border States (2)

Leads to 13th Amendment (1) & recruitment of black troops (1)

Issued as a war measure/Commander in Chief (1); Not immediately enforceable (1) 

Results in cultural changes in South after war (2) 

4. Fourteenth Amendment

Part of Congressional/Radical Reconstruction (1); intended to punish South (1)
Blacks are citizens (2)/repeals 3/5 Compromise and Dred Scott
Former Confederates ineligible to hold office (1); Cancels Confederate Debt (1)

States must protect black rights.  (2) But does not guarantee right to vote (1)

Courts use Amendment to apply Bill of Rights to states (3)
5. Kansas
Sponsored by Stephen Douglas (1) opens western lands to slavery OR Popular Sovereignty (2)
Free Soilers (1) v. Border Ruffians (2)
Bleeding Kansas/Violence (1); John Brown (1); Sacking of Lawrence (1)
LeCompton Constitution (1) Caning of Sumner (1)

Leads country closer to Civil War (1)

6. Ulysses S. Grant 

Union General (1) during war; promoted after Vicksburg/Mississippi River (3)

Lee surrendered to Grant (2)

After war, elected President (2); presided over a corrupt administration/Reconstruction (1)

Ran for 3 terms, but did not win (1)

7. West Virginia 

Farmers and miners in W. Va. Oppose secession (2); few slaves (1)

Organize “Wheeling Convention” (1) to establish Unionist government (1)

Battle of Philippi/Union occupation (1)

Becomes a separate state (2)

