APUSH

Research Paper

This paper counts as your final exam in AP US History.  Paper length should be approximately 5 – 7 pages.  You may choose your topic, although I will ask you to confirm your topic with me, both to make sure that your topic is workable, and also to ensure that I do not get 20 papers dealing with the same subject.  

At the beginning of the year, we developed a 5-step decision-making process with our Thirteen Days summer reading.  In case you have forgotten, the model is:  


1.  Understand the situation:



a.  
What is the nature of the situation?



b.
What has caused the situation?



c.
What is at stake?


2.  Analyze options:  pros, cons, requirements


3.  Choose the most flexible option


4.  Resolve the situation


5.  Learn from the situation

Your assignment is to apply this model to another decision in American history.  Did the participants follow the model?  What was the outcome?  You paper should conclude by evaluating the effectiveness of the model based on your situation.  

You will be graded on format (introduction, thesis which addresses whether the participants followed the model, 5-step process, conclusion), citation of sources (endnotes), writing & grammar, and use of data to support your position, as well as your analysis of the decision-making model
Possible Topics (Please Note that the Cuban Missile Crisis is NOT permitted!):  
1. Independence from Britain

2. Washington’s Neutrality Proclamation

3. Nullification Crisis

4. Compromise of 1850

5. Southern Secession

6. Fort Sumter Crisis

7. Emancipation Proclamation

8. Annexation of the Philippines
9. Pullman Strike
10. Roosevelt & UMW Strike

11. US entry into WWI
12. League of Nations
13. Bonus Army 

14. US Entry into WWII

15. Atomic Bomb
16. Berlin Blockade
17. Dien Bien Phu
18. Gulf of Tonkin 

19. Carter and the Iran-Hostage Crisis

20. Operation Iraqi Freedom
