10 Uprisings that Changed America

The names of the uprising are left blank; see if you can identify the event from its description.

1.  _____________________________________ (New Mexico, 1592).  In less than a century after Columbus’ discovery of the New World, Spain had built a vast empire throughout Central and South America, even as far north as Colorado.  Spanish encomiendas and missions established European control over the Native population.  Normally peaceful, the Pueblo (Hopi) Tribes rallied against Spanish authority, driving the Europeans out of modern-day New Mexico for nearly fifty years.  This was one of the most effective expressions of Native American resistance to European conquest.

2.  _____________________________________ (Virginia, 1676).  Colonial Virginia was a society divided between eastern planter elites and western yeomen, who felt that the colonial government was unconcerned with their interests.  When Governor Berkeley refused to send the militia to defend western yeomen from Indians, the yeomen took up arms against him.  Ultimately unsuccessful, the first popular uprising in British North America led to an important aspect of American culture:  in order to reduce the danger of future uprisings, Southern society became defined along racial lines, dividing the yeomen from black slaves.  

3.  _______________________________________ (London, 1689).  Conflict between the British king and the Parliament had been going on since the overthrow of Charles I.  Now, Parliament conspires to overthrow his son James II and replace him with the Dutch prince William of Orange.  Although it happened far across the Atlantic, this regime change impacted the American colonies in a broad range of ways, most importantly by setting a precedent for the right of revolution against a tyrannical government that became a key justification for the American revolt against British rule nearly a century later. 
4.  ________________________________________ (Massachusetts, 1787).  Hard times followed the end of the War for Independence, and western farmers were particularly hard.  In Massachusetts, farmers whose farms were being foreclosed rallied under the leadership of a radical veteran and began destroying government offices.  Although the rebellion was finally put down by the Massachusetts militia, concerns about the inability of the Confederation government to address the problems generated widespread support for a stronger national government that led to the creation of the Constitution.  

5.  ________________________________________ (Virginia, 1835).  Southerners – slaveowners and nonslaveowners alike – lived in dread of slave uprisings.  That fear was reinforced by the deaths of over 30 whites at the hands of freedmen and slaves.  The Virginia legislature responded by passing legislation tightening control of slaves and especially of free blacks, many of whom eventually fled to go north.  Moreover, this event also helped spark the Northern abolitionist movement.

6.  _________________________________________ (South Carolina, 1860).  Conflicts over slavery had had become more widespread and violent throughout the 1850s, and despite their longstanding control of the national government, radical slaveowners – “fire-eaters” – feared that the abolitionists might one day seize power.  That day seemed to happen on election day, 1860 when the Republican Abraham Lincoln won the presidency without a single vote from the South.  10 other states eventually joined South Carolina’s rebellion, starting the Civil War.  
7.  _______________________________________ (Dakota Territories, 1873 – 1877).  The last powerful Indian tribe in the Continental United States was the Sioux (Lakota).  Led by Sitting Bull, the Lakota inflicted a stunning victory against the Third Cavalry at Little Bighorn.  This caused whites to make a subtle, and unofficial, change in policy.  Rather than trying to contain blacks on reservations, the United States set out to destroy their very way of life.  Finally, in 1890, the last Lakota resistance was wiped out by cavalry forces at Wounded Knee.  

8.  ___________________________________________  (Chicago, 1894).  The economic depression of the 1890s caused many powerful trusts, such as the Pullman Railway Car company, to cut wages.  Pullman, however, refused to pass corresponding cuts in the rents charged to the workers for the company houses and store.  Led by Eugene V. Debs, the American Railway Union shut down not only the company, but nearly every other railroad in the Midwest.  Without consulting the governor of Illinois, President Cleveland sent federal troops to break up the otherwise peaceful strike.  Public reaction to this move was a factor in costing Cleveland the 1896 election and in generating public support for organized labor.  While in prison for violating an injunction against striking, Debs converted to Socialism, which became a dangerously potent political force in the early 20th century.
9.  _________________________________________ (Washington, D.C., 1932).  The Great Depression had been going on for three years, and Americans were becoming increasingly desperate.  One group of World War I veterans, promised a retirement bonus scheduled for 1945, arrived in the capital to demand early payment and relief.  Unable to meet their demands, President Hoover dispatched the U.S. Army under Douglas MacArthur to drive the demonstrators out of the capital, and inadvertently driving the final nail into his political coffin.  Hoover was defeated by Franklin D. Roosevelt’s pledge for a “New Deal” in the election that year, and the relationship between the American people, their government, and business was forever altered.  

10.  ________________________________________ (Chicago, 1968).  The violent disagreements over the Vietnam War, Civil Rights, and many other issues motivating student radicals reached their climax.  With incumbent Johnson refusing to run, and frontrunner Robert Kennedy dead by an assassin’s bullet, Democrats reluctantly turned to VP Hubert Humphrey.  With student riots outside the convention broadcast on national television, Americans turned instead to Republican Richard Nixon, who appealed to the “silent majority” of Americans, promising a restoration of “law and order,” and “peace with honor in Vietnam.”  
1.  Pueblo Revolt (1592)

2. Bacon’s Rebellion (1676)
3.
Glorious Revolution (1689)
4.  Shay’s Rebellion (1787)

5.  Nat Turner (1835)

6.  Secession of South Carolina (1860)

7.  Sioux Wars (1873 – 1877)

8.  Pullman Strike (1894)

9.  Bonus Army (1932)

10.  DNC Riots (1968)

