APUSH 

Exam Review -- Top 10 Lists

Top 10 Publications that Changed America

(Note:  this list includes only American authors; thus British books that influenced America, such as Origin of Species or – honestly – Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone are excluded.) 

See if you can correctly answer identify these works.  Answers are below.  

1. ______________________________________________________________ (Jonathan Edwards, 1735).  A classic tome of the Gospel, emphasizing man’s unworthiness and God’s grace, this sermon was central in the beginnings of the First Great Awakening, which swept across the English-speaking world in the 1730s.  This Great Awakening, in turn, gave rise to a theological worldview that was crucial to the American Revolution thirty years later.  

2. _______________________________________________ (Thomas Paine, 1776).  Even after nearly a year of conflict against the mother country, support for independence was still limited to a small pocket of radicals in New England and some Southern states.  Paine’s incendiary publication changed this, however.  John Adams later asserted that the Declaration of Independence would not have been possible without this pamphlet.  

3. _________________________________________ (Henry David Thoreau, 1845).  The classic piece of transcendental literature, Thoreau criticized conformity in America and condemned unjust laws and urged resistance.  His piece would become an example to twentieth century reformers such as Martin Luther King and the student antiwar demonstrators.

4. ________________________________________ (Harriet Beecher Stowe, 1851).  Arguably the most influential book in American history, Stowe’s denunciation of the Fugitive Slave Law and depiction of a Christ-like slave living on a Louisiana plantation awakened an entire generation of Northerners to the evil of slavery – and outraged a generation of Southerners.  Banned in the South, the book was described by Abraham Lincoln as the “little book that started the big war.”  

5. _____________________________________________________________ (Jacob Riis, 1890).  Immigrant Jacob Riis proved the adage that “a picture is worth a thousand words” with his exposition of tenement slums in New York.  Revealing the ugly underside of the “Gilded Age,”  Riis helped spark the Progressive movement’s efforts to improve the living conditions of the poorest in America.  

6. __________________________________ (Upton Sinclair, 1904).  A muckraker’s effort to raise awareness of the plight of factory workers in Chicago’s meat-packing industry, The Jungle instead provoked outrage over the poor quality of food being distributed to Americans.  In response to the outcry, Theodore Roosevelt passed the Pure Food and Drug Act, which reformed and protected the quality of foods.

7. _____________________________________________ (Benjamin Spock, 1945).  His number one rule for raising children was to “Trust yourself, you know more than you think you do,” but Dr. Spock’s recommendations to limit discipline and to be equal partners with their children led parents to raise the “baby boom” generation to be self-centered and demanding and ultimately resulted in the teenage rebellions of the late 1960s and early 1970s.  

8. _______________________________ (Rachel Carson, 1962).  Expounding on the dangers of the pesticide DDT on wildlife, Carson mobilized efforts to ban the chemical and is credited with starting the modern environmentalist movement.  

9. _________________________________ (Betty Friedan, 1963).  “Is there nothing more?” is the central question asked by housewives in this criticism of 1950s/1960s gender roles.  Emphasizing the “confines” of  the suburban “cult of domesticity,” Friedan’s thesis that women were frustrated by a paternalistic society is credited with inspiring the feminist movement and transforming the opportunities for women.  

10. __________________________________(New York Times, 1971).  Leaked by Pentagon worker Daniel Ellsberg, these papers exposed the deceptions of the Kennedy and Johnson administrations over US entry into Vietnam and gave new ammunition to the already influential antiwar movement.  Richard Nixon’s efforts to prevent their publication as well as future leaks set him on a path that led to the Watergate scandal and his resignation from the presidency.

1. Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.

2. Common Sense 

3. Civil Disobedience

4. Uncle Tom’s Cabin

5. How the Other Half Lives

6. The Jungle

7. Common Sense Book of Baby and Child Care

8. Silent Spring

9. Feminine Mystique

10. The Pentagon Papers

