APUSH

Top Ten List

This week’s list is 10 Laws that Changed America.  The names are left blank.  See if you can identify the law by its description.  Answers are below.  

1. ________________________________ (1765).  To Parliament, this was a minor piece of legislation, a means of raising revenue to pay off the remaining debts from the French-Indian War that ended only two years earlier.  To the American colonists, however, it signaled a dramatic change in policy, an end to nearly a century of self-government called salutary neglect.  The tax on paper affected everyone in the colonies, but particularly those most able to rally opposition to it.  Colonial petitions, protests and boycotts result in Parliament’s repeal of the legislation, but London’s stubborn determination to assert authority over the arrogant colonies meant that the contest would continue until the colonies secured independence.

2. _______________________________ (1862).  For decades, the national government had tried to manage westward expansion, but “squatters” consistently and illegally moved into lands that the government was not ready to sell, only to lose their lands to legal property owners and move further west.  The election of the Republican Abraham Lincoln, and the secession of Southern Democratic opposition, meant that the squatters had finally won the debate.  This law was arguably the most important law of the nineteenth century, and has been unmatched in its promotion of social mobility, as it guaranteed free land – the ne plus ultra of an agricultural society – to all Americans.

3. _____________________________ (1862).  Since the Admission of California, Congress had debated the merits of subsidizing the construction of a rail line to link the west coast to the urban centers of the east.  Southerners, fearful that such a link would promote settlement of nonslaveholding territories, had consistently blocked such a bill, but in 1862, they had seceded and could no longer block it.  The first transcontinental railroad, the Union Pacific, was completed in 1869, but others followed, all subsidized by the national government.  This development rapidly accelerated America’s industrialization and growth into a world power.  

4. ____________________________ ( 1883).  The assassination of James Garfield stunned Americans, especially when they discovered that his assassin was a disgruntled government employee.  In response, Congress passed a new law transforming the American bureaucracy, ending the “spoils system,” which had been in place since the days of Andrew Jackson.  Government employees were no longer hired exclusively based on their loyalty to the ruling party, but rather on their merits, a new system called a “civil service.”  

5. ______________________________  (1890).  The Industrial Revolution resulted in the creation of extremely powerful corporations that exerted influence in both the economy and the government.  This law, sponsored by reform-minded politicians sympathetic to farmers and workers critical of big business, was intended to reign in their influence.  For years, however, the law languished, its effectiveness hampered by the Supreme Court’s Slaughterhouse Cases.  Moreover, court injunctions began perversely applying this bill to striking labor unions, the very people who had supported its passage.  In 1901, Theodore Roosevelt resurrected the bill with his lawsuit against Northern Securities, and a new age of government oversight of business expansion began.  Woodrow Wilson replaced it with the more stringent Clayton Act as part of his New Freedom.

6. __________________________________ (1935).  The Great Depression wiped out the retirement pensions of tens of thousands of senior citizens who had saved their money in failed banks and crashed stocks.  California physician Francis Townsend urged the national government to replace those pensions.  Probably the most well-known and enduring legacy of the New Deal, this program redistributes income from younger, wealthier workers to older, poorer retirees.  For decades, Republicans campaigned against it, but in the 1990s the Contract with America finally proposed Republican alternatives to government-subsidized retirement. 

7. __________________________________ (1942).  World War II offered an unprecedented opportunity for the government to restructure society, and this program, announced in Franklin Roosevelt’s State of the Union address, was intended to accomplish this.  Proposed as society’s responsibility to reward those fighting in the war against fascism, this collection of laws guaranteed government assistance for their college educations and mortgages.  The result was upward mobility unseen since the Industrial Revolution and an economic boom unprecedented in American history.  

8. _________________________________ (1964).  After a century of segregation, African Americans began to demand equal rights during the 1950s and early 1960s.  Anti-civil rights attacks in Birmingham raised national awareness of the need for government intervention.  This sweeping legislation banned all forms of discrimination, overriding segregationist state laws and expanding the federal government’s oversight.  A centerpiece in Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society agenda, this also helped ensure the future loyalty of blacks to the Democratic Party.

9. _________________________________ (1971).  The young environmentalist movement met with many successes in the early 1970s, and this was one of their most effective policies.  Spurred both by concerns about “acid rain” (pollution from coal-burning smokestacks falling back to earth and destroying northeastern forests) and about “global cooling” (pollution blocking solar radiation from reaching the earth’s surface), this bill substantially reduced air pollution, in part by requiring “scrubbers” to filter waste before it leaves the smokestack.

10. _________________________________ (1996).  While campaigning for president, Bill Clinton promised to “end welfare as we know it,” but it was Newt Gingrich’s “Contract with America” that forced him to do it.  Inspired by the success of Wisconsin’s “Welfare to Work” system, this bill intended to eliminate welfare fraud and discourage welfare recipients from staying on the system indefinitely.  The new centerpiece of welfare made no bones about its goals:  it only offered “Temporary Aid to Needy Families.”  In less than five years, 3 million families, nearly half of welfare recipients, had moved off welfare.  

1. Stamp Act

2. Homestead Act

3. Pacific Railway Act

4. Pendleton Act

5. Sherman Antitrust Act

6. Social Security Act

7. GI Bill of Rights

8. 1964 Civil Rights Act 

9. Clean Air Act

10. Personal Responsibility Act

