APUSH Review

“Top 10” List

This week’s list is “10 Inventions that Changed America.”  The names are left blank; see if you can identify them from the descriptions.  

1. ___________________________________ (1400s).  This Portuguese ship design increased range and maneuverability with a new sail design that allowed the ship to more effectively channel wind power.  This was a key factor in promoting Portuguese exploration and conquest of Africa, which in turn fueled Spain’s desire for increased trade.  Columbus’ ships were a Spanish variation of this design.  

2. _____________________________________ (1791).  The key to British industrial might was duplicated by a skilled mechanic who immigrated to the United States and won the financial backing of New England investors.  Soon, these plants were turning out machine-woven threads, beginning an Industrial Revolution that transformed the United States from a third-rate agricultural system to a world industrial power.   

3. ____________________________________ (1793).  Capable of producing 100 times the amount of cotton as a single person, this relatively simple design revolutionized the economy of the Southern states, ensuring the persistence of a predominantly agrarian society just as the Northeastern states were beginning to industrialize.  The dependence of Southern plantations on manual labor to harvest the cotton also ensured the continued survival – indeed, the thriving – of the slave labor system until the Civil War of the 1860s.  

4. ____________________________________ (1828).  As Americans began to go westward, new demands for transportation were finally met with this “iron horse,” capable of breaching all forms of terrain.  The startup costs involved in building a network of routes, however, were so high that these lines were initially only built between populous cities, meaning few were built in the South, further alienating that section.  Debates of the wisdom (and location) of building a transcontinental line were crucial to the 1850s, and during the Civil War, the national government began subsidizing their construction, consummating the American industrial revolution and creating a generation of wealthy financiers whose livelihoods depended on monopolizing their construction.  

5. ___________________________________ (1858).  Developed simultaneously in England and the United States, this process of cooling molten iron to burn off impurities resulted in a much stronger alloy called “Steel,” which was in turn used to build faster railroads, taller skyscrapers, and longer bridges.  This steel process was adopted by Andrew Carnegie and other tycoons, and helped make steel production the dominant industry in the United States.
6. __________________________________ (1879).  The 1870s were a decade of invention and innovation, and perhaps the most well-known and transforming invention of this decade was Thomas Edison’s fabulous use of heated filaments, which glowed to produce light.  Clever Edison not only invented the technology, but also created businesses (General Electric and Consolidated Edison – “ConEd”) to distribute and market his invention, which among other things turned New York City into the celebrated “City that Never Sleeps.”  

7. _____________________________________ (1886).  Another Edison invention allowed him to rapidly capture a series of images and replay them quickly with the illusion of movement.  Short “movies,” capturing important people and events were recorded for posterity, but in 1917, film-makers began marketing stories caught on motion picture (the first was the pro-KKK film Birth of a Nation).  By the 1920s, 5-cent films were shown in theaters around the country, actors in these films became “stars,” and the centerpiece of American popular culture was here to stay.

8. ____________________________________ (1917).  “Get a Horse!” was a common jeer shouted at the first owners of the “horseless carriage,” but with the Ford’s development of this new method of production, by the mid-1920s, everyone wanted one, and most people could afford them.  States began to rebuild roads to accommodate automobiles, and restaurants, gas stations, and hotels became an integral part of the American economy.  In the 1950s, Dwight D. Eisenhower sponsored the construction of a network of interstate highways to facilitate easier movement around the country.  The automobile is a central part of the American identity – just look at all the personalized license plates in Virginia!

9. ________________________________________ (1945).  First conceived by German physicists, the idea of splitting an atom to create energy was the holy grail of science.  With the outbreak of World War II, all of the major powers sought to harness this energy in the form of a weapon, but the United States was the first to accomplish it.  The use of these devastating weapons on Hiroshima and Nagasaki brought an abrupt end to the war, but the mushroom clouds lingered over the American psyche forever, as other countries – many of them American rivals like the Soviet Union – developed nuclear weapons as well.  
10. _______________________________________  (1968).  The first computers were bulky, room-sized affairs, but surges in technological development quickly shrank them down to smaller modules that could fit on a desk, and eventually, into the palm of a hand (and even smaller!).  Not only did the size shrink, but so did the cost, and by the 1990s, nearly every home in America had one.  With the development of the user-friendly operating software Windows (by Bill Gates’ Microsoft Corporation), computers were changing everything from business to communication to entertainment.  
Answers:

1. Caravel (Portuguese Ship)

2. Slater’s Textile Mill

3. Cotton Gin

4. Steam Locomotive

5. Bessemer Steel

6. Incandescent Light Bulb

7. Motion Picture Camera

8. Assembly Line (Model T)

9. Atomic Bomb 

10. Personal Computer 

