APUSH 

“Top Ten” Reviews

10 Patriots of Conscience

These are people who stood apart from the rest of American society and advocated ideas that at the time were very unpopular.  Many of them were criticized for their views, and some even suffered violence, but they all persevered because they believed in what they were doing.  See if you can identify them from their biographies (the dates given are not their life spans, but the time period of their greatest influence/controversy).  

1. ____________________________________ (1607 -1621).  The youngest daughter of a Indian king, she advocated peaceful coexistence with the English settlers who had arrived on their coast.  As relations began to break down, she risked her own life to warn her Jamestown ally, John Smith, of a pending attack on the English fort.  Eventually she married an Englishman, John Rolfe, hoping to secure a peaceful alliance with the English.  Her sudden death in 1621, however, brought an end to these hopes, and her people were eventually defeated by the Virginians.  

2. ___________________________________ (1765 – 1776).  As author of the pamphlet, Letters from a Pennsylvania Farmer, he allied himself with those who were criticizing British parliamentary taxation, arguing that Parliament had no authority to tax the colonies.  As Parliament became more resolute, and the colonists more radical, he began to realize the dangers of resorting to violence.  He preferred peaceful, political petition to riots and tumults occurring in many of the coastal cities.  Author of the “Olive Branch Petition,” making an additional attempt to reason with King George III, he confronted John Adams’ repeated petitions for independence, fearing the consequences of war and doubting America’s ability to stand alone.  However, he refused to vote against independence on 2 July, 1776 and even helped to write the Articles of Confederation.  

3. ________________________________ (1790 – 1800).  Charged with restoring the new Republic’s credit, his solutions of assuming state debts and a government-owned bank split the country, creating the first political parties.  Accused by his rival, Thomas Jefferson of being a “monocrat” and an “Anglophile,” he saw America’s potential as an industrial power and recognized that Britain’s centralized poli-economic system the tools to make it happen.  Perhaps the most influential figure of the first decade of American government, he also advocated an unpopular treaty with England, and feared the corrupting influence of the French Revolution on America.  

4. ________________________________ (1850 – 1856).  A senator from Massachusetts, he was one of the most vocal critics of the “slave power” in the South.  When border ruffians in Kansas began attacking free soil settlers, he took to the Senate floor to viciously denounce their actions as the natural by-product of Southern aristocratic corruption.  South Carolina Congressman Preston Brooks responded by beating him to near-death in the Senate chamber itself, making him a near-martyr for the abolitionist cause.  Although the senator survived, he suffered brain damage that made it difficult for him to do his work; nevertheless, he was consistently re-elected to his post.  In the early 1870s, he also “made waves” by suing a British manufacturer for building the Confederate warship CSS Alabama, which had destroyed many New England ships during the war.  

5. ________________________________ (1933 – 1936).  When the stock market crash of 1929 caused banks to fail, thousands of senior citizens saw their savings and retirement accounts wiped out.  This California physician became their most vocal advocate, demanding that the federal government restore these savings by establishing pensions for workers over the age of 65.  These demands led to the creation of the Social Security Act in 1935.   
6. _______________________________ (1939 – 1955).  One of the first Americans to recognize the threat of Nazi Germany, he took the unpopular step of advocating a mandated program of universal military training.  Although Congress balked at this, they did adopt America’s first peacetime draft and acceded to his requests for $39 billion worth of new military equipment to prepare for a war that most hoped would never come.  After the war, he served in a variety of diplomatic positions, including making the surprising gesture of America’s financial assistance to the very countries against which we had fought during the war.  His participation in this European Recovery Program eventually won him a Nobel Peace Prize, the first general to be so recognized.  

7. _______________________________ (1950 – 1954).  In February, 1950, he shocked the country with his assertion that Communists had infiltrated the State Department.  Even more shocking is the way his announcement was met by the media, the State Department, and even his fellow senators:  he was demonized, subjected to unfair and scandalous accusations and investigations, and most history books repeat the charges as fact.  However, he was popular among many working-class Americans, recent works have vindicated him, and he did pull American politics back to a restored commitment to anticommunism.
8. ______________________________ (1955 – 1968).  Beginning in the mid-1950s, he organized the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) and the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) to challenge segregation laws throughout the South.  Positioning himself between those blacks who had given up and those who favored violent revolution, he used Biblical tactics of nonviolence and civil disobedience, all the while reminding Americans of their commitments to equality and liberty.  Over the years, however, growing numbers of his fellow blacks rejected his peaceful message of cooperation and confrontation, demanding their rights immediately and turning their backs on him until his assassination in 1968 reaffirmed his position as an “authentic” African-American leader.  

9. ________________________________ (1964 – 1974).   One of the loudest voices of early modern conservatism, her 1964 work A Choice, Not an Echo, urged Republicans to clearly distinguish themselves from the weak foreign policy and big-government policies of the Democrats.  In the early 1970s, she became a surprising voice against the Equal Rights Amendment.  Although this amendment ostensibly gave rights to women, she argued that it would actually destroy families and hurt women in the long run (as well as promote gay rights).  
10. _________________________________ (2001 – 2008).  Elected in the closest election in American history, his opponents “misunderestimated” him and his ability to rally the country after the terrorist attacks in September, 2001.  He also used his newfound popularity and ability to rally Americans to challenge the U.S. to actively confront terrorism abroad, leading to his controversial decision in 2003 to deploy U.S. troops to remove the fascist dictator Saddam Hussein, a sponsor of terrorism and potential developer of weapons of mass destruction.  As the war continued, his political opponents have railed against him as a would-be brutal dictator himself, yet he persevered, convinced in the rightness of his cause and the eventual vindication of history.  

Answers:  

1. Pocahontas.  

2. John Dickinson 

3. Alexander Hamilton 

4. Charles Sumner

5. Francis Townsend

6. George C. Marshall

7. Joe McCarthy

8. Martin L. King

9. Phylis Schafly 

10. George W. Bush

