APUSH
Top 10 Reviews

“Ten Blunders That Changed America”

History is the study of decisions.  Here are ten poor decisions that shaped the direction of America.  

1. ___________________________________ (1774).  After nearly a decade of confronting the American colonies over their refusal to submit to Parliamentary taxation, the House of Commons came up with what they saw as a way to outmaneuver the American radicals.  Parliament gives the East India Trading Company a monopoly on trade with the colonies, thereby significantly reducing the price of tea.  Parliament hoped that the colonists would be so eager to purchase the discounted tea that they would not notice a trivial tax, and that this would establish a precedent of accepting other taxes.  The colonists did notice, and protests occured in every colony, most famously in the “Boston Tea Party.”  

2. ___________________________________ (1815).  Jefferson’s embargo on trade with Great Britain was bad enough for New England merchants, but Madison’s 1812 declaration of war was too much.  Frustrated about their lack of political power since Jefferson’s election in 1800 and believing that the war was primarily about conquering new lands (which would erode their position even further), leaders of the Federalist minority met to draw up a series of resolutions and proposals that would restore their political parity.  However, their timing could not have been worse:  Jackson’s victory over the British at New Orleans erroneously convinced most Americans that the U.S. had bested the British in the war, and the Federalist opposition now looked treasonous.   The Federalist Party ceased to exist shortly thereafter, leaving the Democratic-Republicans free to write the future of the U.S.

3.  _________________________________ (1862).  Confederate General Robert E. Lee had breathed new life into the Confederacy with a series of spectacular victories in the spring and summer, and the Confederate government was courting international recognition and assistance that would all but ensure their independence.  Hoping to seal the deal with another victory, this time on Union soil, Lee moved north of the Potomac River, seeking to “liberate” Maryland from “Yankee occupation.”  However, Lee was defeated in Maryland, giving President Lincoln an opportunity to issue the Emancipation Proclamation.  This statement changed the tone of the war and drove a wedge between the Confederacy and its would-be allies, preventing the recognition and aid that the rebel states desperately needed.  

4. _________________________________ (1866).   President Andrew Johnson had developed a very lenient Reconstruction policy that he believed would allow the former Confederate states to be re-established in the Union before Radical Republicans in Congress could intervene.  When the “new” Southern states elected Confederate leaders, including former Confederate Vice President Alexander Stephens, to Congress, Radical Republicans strenuously objected and began blocking Johnson’s policies.  Hoping to drive the Radicals out of Congress, Johnson began a whirlwind tour, endorsing Democrats in the 1966 election.  His  plan backfires; Radicals take a 2/3 majority in both houses, empowering them to override his vetoes, pass the 14th and 15th Amendments, and even impeach him in 1868.  
5. _________________________________ (1876).  In 1873, Gen. George A. Custer violated Lakota holy land in the Black Hills of South Dakota and discovered gold.  As settlers rushed in to acquire the gold, the Lakota Indians organized against them.  Knowing that a large Indian force under Crazy Horse was nearby, Custer divided his forces; his command was completely wiped out in the subsequent battle.  Portrayed in the eastern press as a massacre, this battle led to a surreptitious shift in American policy toward the Indians.  Over the next 15 years, the United States would attempt to exterminate the Plains Indians, culminating with the massacre of Indians at Wounded Knee in 1890.  

6. ________________________________ (1919).  President Wilson was “on a mission from God,” and had no intention of compromising his plans with a group of Republican Senators who had concerns about his postwar plan.  When Senator Henry C. Lodge of Massachusetts proposed a compromise of fourteen “reservations” to Wilson’s plan, Wilson flatly refused to cooperate.  Wilson took his case to the people, but suffered a debilitating stroke.  Unable to change public opinion, he urged his Democratic allies to vote against Lodge’s reservations, destroying his own handiwork.
7. ________________________________ (1951).  In 1950, Communist forces from North Korea invaded Democratic South Korea.  Having forced them to retreat north of the border at the 38th parallel, U.S. General Douglas MacArthur continued his counterattack, occupying nearly all of the communist country.  Along his drive northward, MacArthur discovered that the North Koreans were getting supplies from the People’s Republic of China.  In defiance of his orders, MacArthur attack bridges along the Korea-China border.  President Truman relieved him of command when the PRC openly entered the conflict.  With Chinese assistance, the North Koreans were able to fight the U.S. and U.N. to a standoff, and a 1952 cease fire essentially restored the status quo ante bellum.
8. _________________________________ (1963).  Beginning in 1954, the United States began subsidizing the anticommunist-counterinsurgency efforts of the Republic of [South] Vietnam.  During Eisenhower’s presidency, this approach seemed effective, but following his election in 1960, John F. Kennedy increasingly felt that RVN president Ngo Dinh Diem was not a good representative of U.S. interests in Southeast Asia.  After an infamous protest by Buddhist monks in the summer of 1963, members of the Kennedy administration allied with Vietnamese generals to plot the overthrow of Diem.  The result of the coup was a complete destabilization of South Vietnam and President Johnson’s reluctant decision to assume U.S. control of the anticommunist efforts.  The Vietnam War was born.  
9. ________________________________ (1972).  Fearing Democratic “dirty tricks” against him in the coming election, Richard Nixon’s “Plumbers” attempted to bug the phones of the Democratic National Committee headquarters in Washington, D.C.  When the Plumbers were arrested, the Washington Post began an investigation, linking the break-in to Nixon’s administration.  Despite his efforts to distance himself from the individuals involved, Nixon was implicated in the coverup and forced to resign in August 1974.  The scandal increased the power of the media and weakened the office of the presidency for decades.

10. _________________________________ (1976).   Take your pick:  The Camp David Accords, which made Yassir Arafat an international figure, the boycott of the 1980 Olympics, training the Taliban, training Osama Bin Ladin, the “Malaise” speech, pulling the support for the Shah – which led to Iran being controlled by Islamofascists, giving away control of the Panama Canal, bungling the Iran Hostage Crisis.  Since leaving the presidency, he continues to embarrass his own country by negotiating a treaty in which North Korea “promises” to not build nuclear weapons (which of course they broke) and meeting with Hamas.  
1. The Tea Act

2. The Hartford Convention.

3. The Battle of Antietam

4. Andrew Johnson “Swings Around the Circle”

5. The Battle of “Little Bighorn”
6. Wilson Bungles the League of Nations

7. Douglas MacArthur Bombs China

8. Kennedy Approves Diem Assassination

9. CREEP Breaks into Watergate

10. Pretty Much Anything Jimmy Carter Does
