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US Wars 1920-1960
The United States of America experienced some of its most costly and impacting wars in the period of 1920 through 1960. In these years, the US fought in World War II (1941-1945), the Cold War (1945-1991), the Korean War (1950-1953), and the Vietnam War (1955-1975). In most of these wars, the US had some involvement in them before officially entering them. The objectives of the US were clearly laid out in each war and though there were many controversial responses generated in each war, the war goals were accomplished successfully and sometimes with heavy casualties not proportional to the gravity of the situation. Diplomacy was important in the carrying out of each conflict and to the ending result. The presidents of each conflict had to maintain a meticulous relation and communication with other foreign leaders in order to keep problems from escalating.      
The United States of America was still feeling the effects of World War I and remembering bitter regrets about entering the war. Before entering the Great War, the US was seeking to be neutral from the European conflict and when Europe was on the verge of another world war again, the US sought to remain neutral. Americans thought that whatever happened in Europe was to be handled by the Europeans and that America must stay out of it at all cost. World War I was a hard learned lesson that cost America more than what they had ever hoped to pay. This determination to stay out of oncoming World War II was evidenced by the United States’ lack of action and concern when conflict first arose in Europe. President Franklin D. Roosevelt encouraged Americans to support neutrality. The ancient words of George Washington warning the people to stay out of foreign conflicts were returning to them. 

Adolf Hitler began World War II by invading Poland without declaration of war (Causes 5). America watched as Hitler continued to crush countries and spread its Nazism. This Nazism stood for so many things anti-American. The Soviet Union was also an ally of Nazi Germany and when they would take over, communism was spread. Eventually France fell to Germany too and this showed that it was possible that Britain could lose to Hitler. Congress, aware of the growing dangerous power of the Axis, issued the Neutrality Act of 1939 which aimed to help Britain stand against Germany. Through a “cash and carry” basis, Britain bought munitions and any military equipments and vehicles they needed which they then had to carry back to their home on their own ships, not American ships. In this way, America was still maintaining a decent degree of neutrality. Still, by this time America had mobilized well enough to go to war. When the last powerful democracy of Europe falls was when America would know definitely that there is a threat to its own democracy. That is something that the American President and the American people would not allow to come to. Through the Lend Lease program, the US ended its neutral state and openly aided the Allies with war supplies. Sometime later, Germany attacked the Soviet Union, breaking their pact, and let the USSR be eligible for Lend Lease (From 3). During this time, Japan had also been very active and wanted to cease America’s annoying back support. So on Dec. 7, 1941 the Japanese attacked the US Naval base in Pearl Harbor of Hawaii and the Americans cried out for war. Four days later, the United States of America declared war on Japan, thus entering World War II. 

The Cold War began right after World War II ended, rooted in the relations between democratic USA and autocratic USSR. Because of their opposing ideologies and their want of trying to spread them, the US and USSR leaders showed decent friendliness on the surface but bitter resentment and distrust were chronic feelings toward each other in reality. There was no way that the US and USSR could really friends and they only not hated each other in World War II because they were both fighting Germany. Besides that, the United States president during these times had put their own domestic interests and objectives as priorities before the task of resolving the tension with the Soviet Union. Sometimes, they even used the Cold War struggle as leverage to get things like votes that they want. But even after they said that they would be hard on communism and settle things with the Soviet Union, little would get accomplished and when things did get solved, another conflict arose. Both sides had their fears and reasons for standing and opposing the other. The US feared the threat that the Soviet Union with its vast and powerful Red Army could and would eventually take over surrounding countries and spread communism. Just like how they wouldn’t allow Hitler to take over the democracies of Europe, the US was not willing to let the USSR influence Europe with its communism. Communism in Europe would inevitably lead to a threat to American democracy. Now the USSR was hesitant to fight the US because of the American possession of the atomic bomb. All had witnessed the never before seen devastating destruction of the bomb when it was dropped on Japan twice and the Soviet Union did not know if the US had anymore ready at hand to use against them if they were ever to challenge the US directly (Trueman 6). This fact led the Soviets to distrust the Americans more (Trueman 5). 

What the Cold War was made of was proxy wars. This means that the nations who are technically the ones opposing each other are fighting through using other nations who share similar interests to actually fight on the battlefield. The US and USSR hardly made contact on the battlefield. The Cold War encased several wars that were fought that show how it was made of proxy wars. As a result, the pressure from both sides to influence other nations caused some rash decisions to be made and more tension to be created. When the Soviets eventually developed nuclear missiles of their own, tensions rose to a new level and both powers were trying to overwhelm the other. When the Soviets successfully launched a satellite into space called the Sputnik, the US became aware of Russian technology advancement and founded NASA. This also made the Cold War a race for arms and technology. 
The Korean War was one of these proxy wars. Korea was granted freedom at the end of World War II and was split into North and South Korea at the 38th parallel (Korean 2).  At this time, the Soviets controlled the north and the US controlled the south. When North Korea invaded South Korea (they had opposing governments after all), the UN acted to stop this aggression. The commander positioned to lead the counter was General McArthur of the US. Most of the fighting took place around the 38th parallel line and later communist China joined on the North Korean side. As a proxy war, this was a war between the more communist and more capitalist sides. Stalin of the Soviet Union was the one who requested the Chinese to help the North Koreans attack (Korean 3).  America was of course hoping that the UN would be able to successfully repulse North Korea. The US was following a policy of containment here (Korean 1). Communism had to be contained in order to stop it from flowing into more territories. Once the three year war was over, the border between North and South Korea remained at the 38th parallel. Not much changed.           
The Vietnam War was a battle between North and South Vietnam where North Vietnam was communist rooted and once again the US had to stop communism from spreading. The Domino Theory explained that if communism were to take over Vietnam, then the rest of Southeast Asia would follow it. Here, the US is again following the policy of containment. They could not stand by neutral when communism was so active and trying to spread itself. South Vietnam was resisting communism and the US had already been sending military advisors there to teach the people how to fight the Viet Cong since 1955 (Trueman 12). US troops were sent to Vietnam over the period of the war and the acts of both theirs and the Viet Cong sparked much controversy and protests against the war in the future years of the war. China was of course supporting North Vietnam and this war would drag out to more than 25 years. It was the longest war America was involved in and it was against communism. 

In the period of 1920-1960, America had fought in several wars that cost much in casualties and money. World War II saw America follow a foreign policy of neutrality from conflicts abroad. Only a direct attack on the homeland forced the US to enter the war. In the Cold War, the US did not have friendly relations with the USSR and they both turned it into a war of fear and influence. They used other nations to fight for them and this resulted in many separate conflicts. The Korean War was part of the Cold War and was an example of a proxy war against communism for the US. The involvement of the US in Vietnam was also due to the need of trying to stopping communism where it stood. 
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