Becca Hansell

5/24/09

APUSH 

Final Paper 

America’s Environment in the Square Deal

During Theodore Roosevelt’s second term as President of the United States, from 1905 to 1909, he designed a very progressive policy, the Square Deal, to protect America as a whole from the harm that some businesses had been inflicting.
  He focused much of the Square Deal and the federal government’s time and money on conserving America’s natural resources.
 Roosevelt wanted to prevent America’s natural resources and wildlife from being completely exhausted by oil, timber, and coal companies.  President Roosevelt felt that ensuring America’s prosperity for the next generation started with preserving the land for those generations to come, "...The conservation of natural resources is the fundamental problem. Unless we solve that problem it will avail us little to solve all others." 
   

There were many contributing factors in Theodore Roosevelt life that lead to his conservationist attitude.  As a child, Roosevelt was sickly and suffered from asthma, but he overcame his health issues through exercise, perseverance, and self motivation.
 He also became a major advocate for self improvement and believed in always overcoming every obstacle.  Theodore Roosevelt was also a member of the “rough riders”, a military group that fought in the Spanish American War.
  As an adult, he owned ranches in the West and spent a lot of time there, especially after his wife and mother died.
  Roosevelt came to love nature through his childhood and years in the military service, believing that the outdoors brought him strength and health.
  This love of nature influenced his personal behavior throughout his lifetime, but it also influenced his Presidency.

Roosevelt felt that America’s resources needed to be preserved.  He saw his homeland’s natural resources being unwisely wasted by businesses so that they could make more money.  The post Civil War era, the industrialization in the north, was one of the major factors leading up to America’s dependency on natural resources during the late 1800’s and early 1900’s.  After the Civil War, the United States, as a whole, began to rely heavily on natural resources such as timber and coal for day to day needs.
  Many of the biggest companies at this time were the companies that harvested and sold these products.  Americans had been using their country’s natural resources at an alarming speed, and Theodore Roosevelt saw that the rate of consumption could not be sustained without serious environmental consequences.
  Thus, the President turned his attention to the environment.  Roosevelt made the first ever inventory of the United States’ natural resources and their worth to show to Congress that steps needed to be taken to protect America’s environment before all of its resources were used up completely.


When dealing with the environment, there were two groups that the President looked to for advice, Preservationists and Conservationists.  Preservationists believe in the complete nondevelopment of the areas Roosevelt planned to set aside as protected, while Conservationists believe in the regulation of development to minimize change but not a complete stop to development in those areas.  Before passing any laws, President Roosevelt conferred with both Preservationists and Conservationists.  Roosevelt, being a Conservationist himself, sided with the Conservationists on most issues, but he wanted to hear arguments from both sides.  He knew that there was a need to use natural resources and that America’s dependency on them would not be stopped overnight, but he wanted to protect the resources from being wasted, “I recognize the right and duty of this generation to develop and use the natural resources of our land but I do not recognize the right to waste them, or to rob, by wasteful use, the generations that come after us”

In order to conserve America and its natural resources, Roosevelt appealed to the American people to conserve in small ways by using fewer natural resources.  The President appealed to Congress to pass laws to conserve the environment and protect it from potentially harmful businesses.
  Roosevelt wanted to create nationally supervised agencies, such as a Bureau of Mines, to help in the conservation efforts.
  He got many acts passed into law by Congress with the help of the Forest Reserve Act of 1891, which was passed by President Benjamin Harrison’s Administration.  It gave the President the ability to set aside public forests as national reserves.
  Roosevelt’s administration established the United States Forest Service in 1905 which allowed Roosevelt to set aside national forests and parks.
  This agency was headed by conservationist Gifford Pinchot during Roosevelt’s administration.
  The Reclamation Act was passed in 1902 during Roosevelt’s second term.  This Act allowed for the construction of irrigation and flood-control projects which made many places in the West that had been previously unlivable deserts now livable.
  The Antiquities Act of 1906 was also passed under Roosevelt’s Administration, and it established archeological sites on public land as important public resources.  The Antiquities Act also allowed the President to set aside "historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest as national monuments.”
  The Antiquities Act was eventually used to establish the Grand Canyon as a national monument.


Roosevelt wanted to not only save America’s land, but also its unique wildlife.    Pelican Island was the first wildlife reserve to be protected by the federal government.
 Pelican Island, located in Florida, was brought to Roosevelt’s attention by a German immigrant, Paul Kroegel.
  Roosevelt signed an executive order making Pelican Island a national wildlife reserve on March 14, 1903.
  During the Square Deal, the federal government set aside land for 55 wildlife preserves, including 51 federal bird reserves and 4 national game reserves.


The most lasting contributions of Roosevelt’s presidency were his many Acts passed to conserve American natural resources.
  Throughout Theodore Roosevelt’s Presidency, he made 230,000,000 acres into national forests and parks, and wildlife preserves including 150 National Forests, 51 Federal Bird Reserves, 24 Reclamation Projects, and 7 Conservation Conferences and Commissions.
  Roosevelt also established 5 National Parks, Crater Lake National Park, Wind Cave National Park, Platt National Park, Sullys Hill, and Mesa Verde National Park, and he established 4 National Game Reserves, including Wichita Forest, and 18 national monuments which included Devils Tower, Muir Woods, Grand Canyon, and Mount Olympus.
  Roosevelt’s desire to protect the American people from harmful businesses was copied by Presidents who followed him in their policies such as the Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal and Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society.
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