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HRH the Prince of Wales paid a visit to the University of Westminster Harrow Campus on Friday 7th May 2004 where a group of youths from underprivileged backgrounds performed for him in the run up to the Urban Music Festival.

 Hip hop phenomenon Jay Z and co founder of Def Jam and Ambassador of the Prince’s Trust Urban Music Festival, Russell Simmons flew in from the US to be at the event. Radio and TV presenter Trevor Nelson and r’nb sensation Lemar were also amongst those present.

The special day marked the final day of Sound Live, a Prince’s Trust programme that gives those from underprivileged backgrounds to develop skills and confidence through urban music.

Russell Simmons said: ““I appreciate what the Prince is doing. He is stepping forward using hip-hop as a vehicle to tap into our culture and community. It’s a real good effort.”

Jay Z said: “This is a great idea. It gives kids a second chance. It would have been wonderful to have something like this in the projects because there was nothing else available.”

The event was opened by a performance by Mickey Briget who put on an amazing acoustic performance for the Prince. Trevor Nelson who was presenting the event said he would have used the help offered by the Prince’s Trust if he knew it was available. 

Jay Z was then presented with a plaque from Prince Charles for his services in music.

The youths then put on a marvellous show for the Prince despite only having had four days to write and put together material. In total, the group prepared four songs which they were to perform at the Urban Music Festival where they would be sharing a stage with the likes of Jay Z, Memphis Bleek, Beyoncè and Alicia Keys. 

Ex-Fame Academy pupil, Lemar said: “I dropped in on them in rehearsals and they were actually quite good.”

After the Sound Live event, Russell Simmons, his brother Rev Run and vice-president of Def Jam, Kevin Liles took part in an interactive question and answer seminar with students of the university.
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