UoW print/periodical journalism – news reporting

FATAL ERRORS

A piece of news reporting work which contains any of the following errors will be considered to have missed the deadline on the grounds that it has not been read and checked through within the allowed time and would, therefore, in a real professional setting either require further time spent on it. Whatever other merits the piece of reporting work may have, no credit can be given for work that is late or which is technically late in the sense that it contains “fatal errors”. In every case the publication of material containing the specified errors would be in breach of the code of conduct (partic. Points one and three).

1. Incorrect copy presentation. 

2. Wrong spelling of any name of a thing, place or person. Wrong spelling of any uncommon word. 

3. Failure to make subject and verb agree within a sentence (indicates failure to master sentence mechanics).

4. Presentation of opinion as fact (or any other breach of the Code of Conduct).

5. Failure to include a quote in a story of more than one or two para, or failure to properly attribute quotes.

6. Incorrect punctuation (NB watch out in particular for incorrect punctuation of quotes).

7. Incorrect use of the apostrophe, evidence of ignorance of punctuation generally.

8. Evidence of malice, vested interest or failure to include balance if appropriate.

9. Libel or any other legal problem presented without overwhelming justification obtained and made available at the time of presenting copy.

10. Any other breach of the Code of Conduct (all 13 points).

[ends]

