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1.
Health and Safety.


The DVC cameras operate on rechargeable batteries and will also work via a mains adaptor, as with any mains powered device you must take care not to use the mains unit near any potential source of water (this includes outside use, use in bath
rooms etc.). You should also ensure that the mains unit is not placed on a carpet or other surface that obstructs the air vents and could cause overheating. 


Take care when walking with the camera while looking through the view finder, beware of any potential obstacles in you path.

2.
Care of Unit.


Charging: To charge a battery place the battery in mains adaptor, follow the instructions on each charger which indicate when the battery is fully charged. 


Battery Life: You should expect about an hours recording from a fully charged standard battery. Having the camera in ‘Pause’ mode uses nearly as much power as recording as most power is taken by the eyepiece/monitor, bear this in mind when setting up shots.


Affects of Temperature: When used in cold conditions battery life will be shortened. Care should also be taken when returning to a warm area from a cold area as condensation can form in the camera and on your tape. Leave the camera in the unopened case for at least half an hour to avoid condensation.


Adverse Conditions: The recording heads in the camera can be clogged by very small particles of dirt and smoke, should a warning symbol appear in the viewfinder, please return the camera to the tech
ni
cal staff for cleaning, do not attempt to clean the camera yourself. Try to avoid smoky areas when using the camera. On no account should the cameras be used where they can come into contact with water or sand, i.e. on a beach.


Loading Tapes: Insert the tape carefully and close the door by pressing the area at the front of the door marked ‘PUSH’. NEVER force a tape into any of the video cameras and ensure you wait for the eject cycle to complete on its own.


Use on Tripods: Attach the quick release plate of the tripod to the camera, take care not to over tighten the screw thread as this may dam
age the internal mechanism of the camera. It is a wise precaution to hold the grip/handle of the camera when panning/tilting the unit on a tripod.

3.
Functions.


Although there are some differences between the models of camera we have, some functions are very similar on all models.


White Balance: On most settings the cameras automatically white balance as you work. To override this setting set the camera from automatic, place the lens cap on the camera, zoom all the way in, press the W.B. button until the display in the viewfinder stops flashing.


Exposure Compensation: To overide the automatic settings, for instance if a subject was backlit.


High Speed Shutter: Allows moving object to appear sharper. 


Focus: Press the focus button to show MF in the viewfinder, then use focus ring on fron of the lens to bring the subject into sharp focus.

4.
Practical Use.


Camera Search: this allows you to quickly review the images you have shot. Holding down the - or + buttons plays the image back through the viewfinder without having to switch the camera over to playback.


Viewfinder: The viewfinders have an eyesight correction lens build in. To use, move the slide under the eyepiece whilst looking at the in screen display (the counter or other data). The DVC cameras also feature and LCD screen, care should be taken when handling the camera with the screen out as it is easily damaged.


Microphones: External Microphones where supplied will cut out the internal unit . Switch off battery powered microphones after use. Ensure that the sound is set to 16bit for DVC cameras.


Headphones/Loudspeakers: The cameras are either supplied with headphones for monitoring the sound being recorded or have an inbuilt loudspeaker.


Play Back: Move the selector switch from record to play back, this will enable the play back functions and disable the record controls.


SP/LP: The DVC cameras offer this option, long play should be avoided as the image quality is degraded and some edit decks do not support this mode.


DVC Menus: Press the menu button to bring up the list of options during record/pause mode, scroll the menu by turning the Jog dial, push the Jog dial to select the option.


IF YOU ARE IN ANY DOUBT ABOUT USING ANY VIDEO CAMERA PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO CONTACT ONE OF THE TECHNICAL STAFF FOR HELP.


WE HAVE A LIMITED NUMBER OF CAMERAS PLEASE TAKE CARE OF ANY EQUIPMENT YOU HAVE BORROWED AND PLEASE BE CONSIDERATE TO OTHER STUDENTS BY RETURNING THE EQUIPMENT ON TIME.

VHS/SVHS/DVC Camcorder Competency Test

1. Where is it unsafe to use a mains adaptor?

 A. In a Studio o
B. In a Bathroom o

C. In an Office  o

2. In what state must VHS camera batteries be before you recharge them?

 A. Fully Charged o
B. Half Charged o

C. Discharged o

3. How long should you charge each VHS camera battery?

 A. 5-25 minutes o

B. 90 minutes-3 hours o
C. 24-48 hours o

4. What is the recommended length of video tape?

 A. 10 minutes or less o

B. 60 minutes or less o

C. 4 hours o

5. When used on a tripod you should never.....

 A. Overbalance the camera o
      B. Film outdoors o
 C. Use a mains adaptor o

6. White balance adjusts......

 A. Exposure o

B. Colour o
C. Focus o

7. The High Speed Shutter feature......

 A. Makes fast action appear sharper o
B. Takes a still image o   C. Gives a ‘Blur’ effect o

8. When would the Gain feature be used?

 A. In Bright Light o

B. In Low light o
C. In Daylight o

9. When switching between record and pause mode on VHS cameras how much extra recording time should be included to avoid footage overlapping?

 A. 1-2 seconds o

B. 5-10 seconds o

 C. 20-30 seconds o

10. When filming while walking what should you be aware of?

 A. Recording time left o

B. Possible obstructions o
C. Exposure o

11. If used with an external microphone the inbuilt microphone on VHS cameras should be set to...

 A. Wide o

B. Zoom o

C. Does not matter o

12. When set to playback the camera will not....

 A. Fast Forward o

B. Rewind o

C. Record o

13. The Fade control affects....

 A. Sound o

B. Picture o

C. Sound and Picture o

14. Camera Search does what?

 A. Adjusts Exposure o
B. Reviews the recording o
C. Fast Forwards a tape o

15. You can charge a battery in the camera when....

 A. The camera is switched off o
B. The camera is switched to record o

 C. The camera is switched to playback o
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Students will need to book a time with technician David Freeman (ext. 4594) in the equipment store to have a run through of the equipment and be added to the list of Competent Students held on a database on the stores computer (this should take around 15-20 minutes).

The system for Class bookings is also slightly ammended, to resolve the problem of cameras being block booked and then unused, Students/Lecturers must confirm they will be using the cameras three days before the class date. Any cameras unconfirmed will be released for general use.

The year priorities on the video cameras are also now removed, any competent student may now use the cameras previously held back for 2nd and 3rd years only.

These changes will improve the availability of cameras, especially for some third year students who require them for major project work, it should also ensure that students do not need to go to the trouble of trying
