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Notes on Light -leather Sailing in the Corsair 
Compiled by Peter Jackson,- Mulloka 52
 (This article has been written after several people 'leaned on me

after the State Championship sailed at Toronto at Easter - 1979•)

Firstly, you do not need special sails for drifting conditions. Mulloka is powered by Burke Gear, the same main and jib being used for all conditions. Here is the point - learn to use what you have, although a flat main is preferable.

Hull
It goes without saying that a stiff light hull is best, although Mulloka is heavy at 330 lbs, and it must be finished to a luster. If your hull has been re​painted it must be rubbed down with progressively fine abrasive paper to remove all traces of 'orange peel', the dappled surface left after most spray painting jobs. Then burnish off with automotive rubbing compound. Do not use polish or waxes on under water surfaces. The centreboard on a Corsair needs special care, as saltwater oxidizes the surface after only one race. Remove, clean, and protect with a light oily product such as RP7 IWF after each race or series. But this stuff must be washed away with detergent and 600 or finer paper, just before it is used again.

MAST
Rake the mast so that when the forestay is tensioned about ( of the spar protrudes to the rear of a line that would join the vertical faces of the cockpit at the deck level. 1 never change this setting. (I did once and the boat stopped.)

JIB
Use some tufts (4 or 5 ply wool unraveled) or similar, about 10" back from the luff wire. Place them where the ends of the tufts cannot snag and catch on the seams of the sail, for extreme drift conditions, I shift the fairleads back about 4" for a work and remove the pulleys and tackle used to double-sheet the jib. This takes the weight off the leach and lets the head of the jib open up, Don't forget to shift the fairleads right forward again (Burke jib) once the breeze, freshens to 4-5 knots. The tack of the jib is shackled as far forward as possible on the stem.

MAINSAIL    Fit tufts 45°% back from the mast, clear of the seams again. One around the top batten, just above;_-one in the centre; and one down lower about 3' above the boom. Stick on some leach ribbons. I use 10" x 1" spinnaker cloth. Place a cut up the centre of one end for about- 1" and stick with contact cement. The cut is to allow part of the ribbon to be attached to each side of the sail.
Because of the leach tabling, irregular effects can be observed if they are not fastened this way. Place one just below the top batten, one at the centre and one at 3'.

NOW SET IT ALL UP
For light airs, you must flatten the sail until the windward tufts stream towards the leach. This is done on Mulloka by:​

1. Pulling the sail right out to the black band on the boom, and because my main is very full at the foot, it causes horizontal crease: next to the boom, but these are of no consequence. It is necessary -to pull very hard to achieve this effect, but you won't pull the clew eye out of the sail.

2. 'Pre-bending' the mast. By allowing the spreaders to swing back to the second stop pin hole and pulling on severe vang tension, the mast will end forward at the deck. Now, depending how full your main is cut, you place T-shaped blocks of ply at the rear of the mast to block it forward. Mulloka's very full sail requires about 1( total packing in here. I use different thickness to allow a fine adjust​ment if necessary. Then release the vang right off, and check the centre tuft. Bend the mast with spacers until the windward tuft flows when sheeted normally.

BATTENS
This is where I believe Mulloka has had an edge in performance in light airs. I feel that most Corsairs have top battens which are too light and soft, and in light air, the batten collapses inwards and lets the leach hook, putting the anchor out immediately. The leach ribbon's behaviour just below the top batten is all-important on a work. It must stream out 100% of the time. To achieve this, I use a batten that Will read 4.5 lb. when compressed lengthways with spring jam scales. This test load is called Ealer Crippling Load. It will be noted when measuring battens this way that the scale reading will increase up to a point only. This is the 'crippling load' of any batten, the standard being only 4 lb. or less. Now the function of this stiffer batten is to hold the leach out, and stop the top leach ribbon from stalling (unless the sail is over sheeted, or somebody can't resist pulling on the vang. )

So here we are - our mast is bent heaps, and we forgot we own a vang (on purpose). Our top
batten is tightened in its pocket enough to hold a gentle curve (it may take a couple of attempts to get this right - keep trying). Remove the spinnaker pole from the boom (if that's where you normally keep it) and store it in the hull. If you Get a crease running from the leach at the top batten to the clew, lift the gooseneck on the-mast until it disperses.
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Now just about everything is set except the sheeting: Often I find that, sheeted to go in a drift, the boom-end is hanging outboard of the gunwale. But speed is what we are after, and not pointing ability.
'

Here's a simple check to make before your boat goes on the water. With the boat on the grass, pack the hull to simulate the correct angle of heel going to windward, i.e., with the jib leach vertical. Pull the main shoot on(and cleat)with the end of the boom over the gunwale. Stand back and observe this point in still air, the line of the leach of the main must remain parallel to the mast from the top batten down. 
If the breeze freshens, drop the gooseneck and start using a little vang. This same tiff top batten will still perform.
Keep a constant watch on the top ribbon - it is the most important indicator on the boat. If it stalls, you are sailing too low, are over sheeted or the vang is on.

Allow the boat to heel very slightly, never more than would take the jib leach past a vertical line.

Keep the weight forward (that means you up in the back, Stupid) Never lift the transom out of the water to excess, but be sure you are not dragging it either.

Don’ let your forward hand sit up, up front on the leeward side, as you might as well rig without a jib. The jib must be able to exhaust clean air, and heads and shoulders in this critical position just help block up the slot.
Our Burke jib can be sailed so that the windward tufts flow, but are slightly agitated in light air. This condition gives the optimum pointing angle.
Check your centreboard and rudder frequently for a build up of seaweed or mermaids. Remove both. Retain the latter if not too scaly.

OFF THE BREEZE

Successful light wind sailing requires the use of an adjustable spinnaker pole topping lift, 
When  the wind drops right off and the kite collapses into itself, drop the end of the pole so that the luff of the kite is no longer shaped like the bend in a saxophone, and keep working the brace and the sheet. The topping lift moved (  can fill or collapse a kite, so it must be anchored by a cleat in the cockpit to allow for easy adjustment. Mark the control cord with paint, textra colour or wool sown through the rope to give a datum mark you can relate

to for instant set up. The vang control cord should be similarly marked.

Go to it-and Good Sailing.

Peter Jackson

(Very experienced Main Sheet Hand & General Dogsbody on Mulloka - 524)
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