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The Care of 'Terylene' Sails

Storage 
All sails should be folded or rolled in a manner which avoids sharp creases as far as possible. Sails made from 'Terylene & polyester fibre should be stored under well-ventilated, clean conditions, and dampness which may encourage the growth of mildew should be avoided as far as possible. While mildew growths do not affect the strength of 'Terylene' fabrics, they can cause stains which are unsightly and not readily removed.

Washing

Small sails can be washed in the bath and large ones on a clean concrete washdown using a scrubbing brush. 'Terylene' sails should be washed in water as hot as the hand can bear and containing soap and washing soda, or any proprietary brand of liquid detergent. At localised areas where soiling is particularly heavy neat liquid detergent can be applied and the treated sail left overnight before washing.

If general soiling is persistent and difficult to remove, the sails may be steeped overnight in cold water containing 1 lb. of sodium metasilica te/gallon (100 g/litre). Stainless steel, porcelain or enamel vessels should be used and NOT vessels made of aluminium or galvanised iron. After this treatment the sail should be drained but not rinsed, and then given a. warm hand wash as described above, with light scrubbing.

Removal of Stains

The suggestions below refer only to white undyed sailcloth material; Coloured sails which have become abnormally stained should be dealt with by an experienced finisher or dry cleaner, especially when solvents or bleaching agents are involved in the stain-removal technique. Stains should be removed as soon as possible after they appear.

Blood:
Soak the stained portion in cold water containing half a cupful of ammonia to half a gallon of water. If residual stains are still present after this treatment, damp the stain with a l% solution of pepsin in water s acidified with a few drops of dilute hydrochloric acid, allow to stand without drying for 30 minutes and then rinse thoroughly.

Mildew:     Scrub lightly with a dry stiff brush to remove as much of the mould growth as possible and then steep the stained portion for 2 hours in a cold solution of bleach (sodium hypochlorite) at a strength of approximately l% available chlorine. A proprietary brand of liquid bleach. may be used according to manufacturer's instructions. Wash thoroughly in water and repeat the treatment if necessary. If after the final washing there is any residual smell of chlorine this may by removed by immersing for a few minutes in a l% solution of sodium thiosulphate (photographers' hypo,) Rinse finally with water.

Oil, Grease and Waxes:

Small stains of-this nature can be removed by dabbing with trichloroethylene or by the use of proprietary stain removers. Heavy staining is best removed by brushing on a mixture of detergent and solvent. This can be prepared by dissolving 1 part of Lissapol NX in 2 parts of benzene or toluene. Alternatively a proprietary brand such as ' Folyclens' may be used. These "solvent/detergent" -mixtures should be brushed well into the fabric, left for about 15 minutes and then washed off with warm water. A well-ventilated place should be selected for carrying out this treatment, and precautions should be exercised if the solvents are inflammable. These treatments will remove oils, greases, petroleum jelly and most iburicating mixtures, but they will not remove stains caused by the fina metallic particles often associated with lubricants. Such stains can be removed by methods described below, after the oil and grease have been eliminated.

Metallic Stains:

Stains caused by metals in the form of rust, verdigris or finally divided particles, can be removed by either of the following methods:

Immerse the stained portion in a 5% solution of oxalic acid dissolved in hot water (1 oz. of oxalic acid dissolved in each pint of hot water). The hands and the fabrics should be washed very thoroughly after using oxalic acid solutions as this chemical is poisonous.

(b) Immerse the stained portion in a warm solution containing 2 parts of concentrated hydrochloric acid per 100 parts of water. Wash off thoroughly with water.

Pitch and Tar: Organic solvents such as perchloroethylene, trichloroethylene, trichloroethane (Genklene), solvent naphtha or white spirit may be dabbed on to the stain to effect removal. Again care should be taken to work in a well-ventilated position, and due precautions should be observed when using inflammable solvents.

Varnish:

Dab the stain first with trichloroethylene and then with a mixture of equal parts of acetone and amylacetate. Shellac varnish is easily removed with alcohol or methylated spirit, Paint strippers based on alkalis should not be used on 'Terylene'.
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