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REPAIRING A COLLAPSED MAST STEP

1. Remove the mast hopefully in one piece.

2. Remove the tabernackle.
3. Remove the mast step from the inner hull.
4. Clean up inside of outer skin below mast step.
5. Lay 150 x 150 sheets of wet fibre glass mat on the inside of the outerskin to create a solid flat surface to work from.

6. Roughly bend up a small cube from light weight timber or aluminium. Drill holes of 10-20mm diammeter in this frame. The frame should fill the area from the inside of the outer skin to the bottom of the three moulds that used to support the mast step.

7. Mix up chopped stand mat and resin to form a wet goo mix. Push this through the holes in the top of the support piece, down the sides, down the front, down the back. A runny wet mess. Let this go hard and then clean up the top layer to create a reasonably flat surface.

8. Using a sharp tool, chip off the top 2-3mm from the top mould of the old mast support area. 

9. Lay up layers of fibre glass to re-create exactly the same level as the original mast step. Epoxy resin is best for this job. When you are sure you have exactly the correct level allow a few days for drying. 10-15 layers of mat should be sufficient.

10. Replace the mast step in exactly the position described in the constitution and class rules making sure that side to side and forward aft positioning is perfect.

Good luck Robert Date.
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