Chase Terrace,

Staffs,

ITV Network Centre
200 Gray's Inn Road
London
WC1X 8HF

15.08.2006

Dear Madam or Sir,

I recently read in the paper that your boss, Charles Allen, has quit his job as ITV’s Chief Executive. As you now have a vacancy (because your boss, Charles Allen, has quit his job as ITV’s Chief Executive), I am writing to express my interest in the position. As someone who watches a lot of television (or ‘T.V.’ in media speak), I feel that I am well qualified to take over ITV and to counter its declining ratings and ever-fattening viewers. 

I’d imagine that before you write back to me offering me the job, you’ll want to know a little about me. Well, I’ve just this minute graduated from university and am currently a little bit unemployed. Whilst at university, I dedicated myself to intense daytime television viewing and have qualified for internationally recognised certificates in Richard & Judy Studies, Cash In The Attic History and Trisha Theory. I also managed to find the time to pick up a degree. 

I am interested in taking over at ITV because I feel I could make a series of real, figurative, and metaphorical changes that would turn the station’s fortunes around. What would I do you ask? To start with I would fire that awful Philip Scofield. He has blighted our television screens for long enough and it’s about time he was sent back to Cambodia. Once Scofield is gone, I would then cut Chris Tarrent’s pay to something a little more reasonable. He doesn’t need the millions that he’s raking in at the moment and I believe that cutting his pay down to say, minimum wage, would help him become more financially independent. Sure, he’ll probably complain that he can’t afford the latest PlayStation game but then he’ll just have to get a paper round won’t he? 

With regards to programs, my feeling is that ITV should go back to basics and focus on quality over quantity. In this respect, the ITV 2, 3 and 4 channels would be scrapped outright. The output of ITV 1 would be stripped right back so that broadcasting opens at 6.00 PM each day (just in time for tea) and closes down again at 10.30 PM (just in time for bed). The ‘back to basics’ approach would be emphasised by showing only black and white shows, and all newsreaders would be required to wear proper evening dress. In addition, survival expert Ray Mears would make a guest appearance in every single show.    

I would be very interested to hear your thoughts on my proposals. I’d be thankful if you could write back to me enclosing details of when I can start, what floor my office is on, how many staff I can have, cats etc. 

Yours sincerely,

Richard J Stanley  

P.S. I know that Allen was earning something like £1.85 million a year. I can’t imagine I’ll require anything near that and so would be happy to settle to £2 million a year.       

