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Purpose


As a group, we have chosen to create and produce a music video, thus learning a new literacy. We will, while working through this task, have the opportunity to examine ourselves as learners and become aware of how we learn as individuals and as group members. This experience will also enable us to complete research on the learning engagement.

Group Task Description


Our group set out to make a music video using the program Windows Movie Maker. We spent several days becoming proficient in the use of the required programs necessary to produce such a video, along with negotiating and exploring the possible content of the video we were to make. 


Our first task toward making the video was viewing many different videos online to see what sorts of things we should include. Cheryl states in her fieldnotes, “The ideas that were presented by the group included checking out a number of sites online and watching the videos for content, camera angles, effects and interest”(July 9, 1:00pm). We came to the conclusion that we would produce a music video, using Windows Movie Maker, to show the evolution of music videos from their early forms in the mid 1980’s to those of today. As indicated in the data, Bonnie states “I thought it would be interesting to look at how music videos or different groups changed from the 1980’s to now- the evolution of music videos through the years”(July 9, 11:00am). Cheryl followed this by saying that “We attempted to set a direction for our video. The idea of picking music from different eras was presented. We searched for videos from the 80‘s, this was the beginning of music videos as we know it today” (July 9, 2:30pm). 


In order to narrow our focus, we felt it necessary to choose one or two artists whose work would be representative of the growth of music videos within that time frame. Michele states in her field notes that as a group, “we discussed using Bon Jovi and Madonna in our video based on their longevity in the music industry, to track their videos over time” (Michele, July 9, 2:30pm). As well, both were good examples to use to show the evolution and progression of music videos. 


The group arrived at the following concept of the task we hoped to fulfill; to produce a music video of approximately six minutes in length to show the change over time in Bon Jovi videos from 1987 to 2007 within three aspects of video making; camera angles, content and colour. This task would require the use of such programs, and web sites as You Tube, Windows Movie Maker, Riva FLV Encoder, and Keepvid.com.


Throughout the music video project, the members of our group were not only learning about one particular isolated event or process.  Instead, we were learning about how to research our own learning, to understand ourselves as learners of something new, and of how to go about this new learning. 

Task Process Description


We produced a six minute music video featuring clips of Bon Jovi's videos over a 20 year period showing how music videos have evolved from the 1980's to present day. The emphasis was on what we have defined as the 3 C's of Music Videos; color, camera angles, and content. We found that early videos were often filmed in black and white, those using color were of poor quality. Camera angles were often frontal shots, rarely changing to different angles, and most videos showed use of only one or two cameras. Regarding content, we found the early videos to be very flat, usually showing the band or singer exclusively.


Present day videos have advanced immensely - the use and intense clarity of color in all videos is standard, black and white is now used only to show things from the past, camera angles have shown great growth in technological advancements; today many cameras are used to shoot from numerous perspectives, and content has reached a whole new level of what is considered acceptable for general audiences today. Stories are now told within music videos, sometimes even appearing to not really fit the lyrics of the song, the band or singer only makes occasional appearances most often. 


In order to produce this video, we made use of several technological resources, including websites, on-line programs, search engines, such as Windows Movie Maker, You Tube, Riva FLV Encoder, Keepvid.com, and Google. 

Websites for Data (Research)


We researched a variety of music video websites, eg: CMT, You Tube, Much Music, MTV, gathering information on how videos have changed over time. These websites were also of use to us when it was necessary to download various Bon Jovi videos to use in our production.

Downloading Programs and Use of Social Networks


Prior to the creation of our product, we became comfortable and familiar with using Web 2.0 sites, such as Delicious, Google Docs and Groups, and Skype. These sites were social networks which enabled our group to have online and instant access to each other and to our documents.


The process of making a video encompassed the use of many different programs all having to be used together. In order to make the product, first we had to download Riva FLV encoder. This program enabled us to convert various file formats into usable files for Windows Movie Maker. Once a video was decided to be appropriate for our project, it's URL was copied onto the website Keepvid.com, where it was downloaded and saved to our computer desktops. Once there, it was renamed to an FLV file. The FLV files were then able to be encoded into MPEG files using our downloaded program Riva FLV encoder. Once the video was converted into an MPEG file, it was able to be imported for use into Windows Movie Maker.

Troubleshooting


During the process of creating our video, we faced a number of obstacles which required troubleshooting. These included problems presented by some group members’ computers having operating systems using Windows Vista, downloaded videos having to be changed into different formats in order to be of use in Windows Movie Maker and getting everyone online. Also, initially it was necessary to download Mozilla Firefox so that particular programs necessary for encoding videos were successfully converted into useable formats (eg: Vixy.net, and videodownloader.net). 


Another important element of the troubleshooting process was to find ways around downloading and using copyrighted material without permission. We felt we were justified in doing this as researchers and educators, in order to complete the research component of this course. 

Research Methodology


For the purpose of this project we conducted qualitative research. Data was collected throughout the course of five days (approximately 50 hours within the classroom; 40 hours outside the classroom). Before beginning our research project, our group discussed and planned the data collection process, including the different kinds of data (observed, spoken and written) to be collected and the manner in which the data was to be gathered.  To begin, each member of our group recorded their own written fieldnotes throughout the music video making process. In fact, it was through the fieldnotes that situated meanings were developed as a result of “on the spot” as we speak, listen, and act” notes (Gee 1999: 46). Each member then posted their fieldnotes (43 pages) on http://groups.google.com in order to begin the data analysis. The data collected included digital photographs, written records of conversations, direct observations (e.g. in-the-heat-of-the-moment fieldnotes) and indirect records of observations (e.g. post facto fieldnotes) using a double-entry format (Lankshear and Knobel 2004: 175). It was important that “in context, we assemble the features that will constitute the pattern or situated meanings that word will have in that context” (Gee 1999: 47). We then individually analyzed the data to see if what, or any, patterns or themes emerged. Our group met and each member discussed what patterns they noticed in the data.. As a whole group, we then re-read and thoroughly re-examined the data.  After carefully comparing and contrasting the data we recorded the ‘predominant’ patterns that we observed. This approach to analyzing the observed and oral data  follows David Fetterman’s ‘pattern-matching’ approach that emphasizes “the process of patterns emerging from the data itself” (Lankshear and Knobel 2004: 305). 


We collaboratively agreed upon four patterns that we thought to be consistent with and relevant to our research project (Lankshear and Knobel 2004: 180). We then used categorical analysis as another qualitative research approach to label the data into four manageable categories: Trouble-shooting/Problem Solving; Active Engagement; Perseverance; Collaboration. In order to make sense of our data, we defined the categories as follows: ‘Troubleshooting/Problem Solving: feelings of success and encouragement after all the frustration. It’s about being empowered learners. “Learning works best when new challenges are pleasantly frustrating in the sense of being felt by learners to be at the outer edge of, but within, their “regime of competence” (Gee 2007: 36). Our group thought that a good example of this was found in Cheryl’s fieldnotes when she states “I had difficulty with my mouse.  I could not get it to move.  Michele played with it a bit and she discovered that a button was turned off. Thanks Michele!” (Cheryl, July 12, 9:00am). Our group defined active engagement as ‘learning-by-doing’ and being actively engaged in the learning process.  A good example of this was in Bonnie’s fieldnotes which state, “Ruth is plugging at the installing of programs, shed needs to download the videos” (Bonnie, July 11, 11:50am). To us "Sticking with it/Perseverance meant the ease in which we, as learners, and children use technology today within and outside the classroom. It’s about the willingness for both adults and children to be risk-takers to keep up with the technological and social changes in a global world" (Gee 2000:45). For example, again in Bonnie’s fieldnotes she states that in order “to download the U2 video I had to try four times because the site was busy.  I finally saved it to the desktop” (Bonnie, July 11, 12:00). Finally, we defined collaboration as a ‘social practice’ which we continuously used within and out side our group (conversation; talk abouts; sharing of ideas, knowledge and experience) to work towards and/or to complete a goal. The ability to work together and the concept of group dynamics comes into play. For example, in Michele’s fieldnotes it was stated that “Cheryl, Kath-Lee, Bonnie, Ruth and myself came together at one table. We are having a discussion about what genre, type, and approach, we would use to make our video” (Michele, July 9, 1:00pm).


In order to systematically organize and manage our data (ie. data management strategy) for analysis we created organizational and retrieval codes in order to provide "immediate and rapid location of the detailed notes" and to be able to "extract pieces of data from fieldnotes" (Lankshear and Knobel 2004: 303). More specifically, we developed a color coding system to clearly reveal the patterns that emerged and used a letter-number (eg. Bonnie page 1, B1; Cheryl page 1, C1) coding system to number the pages for easier reference. 

Data Analysis


After revisiting the data (individually and as a group), we discovered that the four categories that were evident earlier in our analysis could be combined to generate two broader category labels (Trouble Shooting; Social Learning) relevant to our research project. These categories were used throughout the data analysis.  As well, in order to better understand our data and the patterns that emerged, we decided to create subcategories. Troubleshooting included problem solving and perservence, while social learning consisted of active engagement and collaboration. We carefully selected and included the data for our research based on these two categories. To further support our findings throughout our research we made reference to other literature.


Throughout the data analysis, we found two important discoveries that related very closely to the categories we created earlier in the analysis. They included what we called the “Milan Moment” and the “Vista Moment.” We described these discoveries as a form of ‘enlightenment’ and an important part of our learning experience throughout the making of the music video. Although we found that Social Learning and Troubleshooting were the driving force behind the entire task, these ‘enlightened moments’ were also critical in helping us better understand ourselves as learners and to gain more insight about computer technology as a new literacy.  


A thorough analysis of the data revealed that there were a total number of 189 incidents of the Social Learning category and 102 incidents of the Troubleshooting category recorded throughout the five set of fieldnotes (Appendix A). The higher incidence of the Social Learning category throughout the data reveals the importance of social practice in learning new literacies such as computer literacy. We learned that “People cannot be agents of their own learning if they cannot make decisions about how their learning will work” (Gee 2007: 31).  


For the purpose of our research, the ‘Social Learning’ category includes the concept of collaboration both within and outside the group. Collaboration within (CW) our group was revealed 72 times throughout the data.  Most members made reference to the group’s discussion about music videos and the decision to focus on the ‘evolution’ of the modern day music videos (Refer to Appendix A, Bonnie’s, Cheryl’s and Kathy-Lee’s fieldnotes). This was clearly revealed in Michele’s (July 9, 1:00pm) fieldnotes, “We discussed doing evolution of music videos, starting at the beginning clips from the MTV and go on to the present. There were also many other examples consistently shown throughout the data that indicate the importance of “distributed collaboration and knowledge”within the group (Sampler 2006: 9). For example, in Cheryl’s (July 9, 1:00pm) data, “Our group session begins with a discussion on what approach we will take for our music video and what type of video.”  Another is “Thanks to Kathy Lee, after all morning, I have been able to download Skype” (Ruth, July 12, 1:17). In addition, “Kathy Lee helped me to get buttons on the toolbar for the Delicious site” (Bonnie, July 9, 9:30am). “After a short discussion, we think maybe Madonna or Bon Jovi, as both are current and also very successful in the past.  Good groups to use for showing evolution” (Kathy Lee, July 9, 1:45pm).  


In relation to the social aspect to learning, data findings revealed that there were 41 references to our group using outside resources (individuals) in order to help us pursue our goal: create a music video. The categorical analysis revealed the importance of having a “reciprocal teacher-learner relationship throughout the entire research process (Barnes 1992: 155). Collaboration and social learning as assets and necessities in order to ‘move forward’ in our learning and better understand the “literacy is indeed a social practice” (Luke 1991: 140). While examining the patterns throughout the data, our group noticed that “Good learning requires that learners feel like active agents (producers) not just passive recipients (consumers)” (Gee 2007: 30).   


In addition to Milan providing our group assistance with regards to the downloading of music videos programs, we also make reference to other outside resources. Throughout many of the fieldnotes it was noted that other individuals were referred to for guidance and support throughout the process. For example, Ruth’s data (July 9, 9:10am) revealed the importance of referring to others for information. Ruth also made reference to “Colin is helping us get some of 

the programs we need to download and convert music videos” (July 11, 10:33am). In addition, there were other examples that illustrated the importance of collaboration.  For example, “Bobbi Payne sent me a message regarding RIVA ,a music downloader, that Milan found last night. Riva.com seemed to work quite easily for their group (Bonnie, July 11, 11:30). Milan worked through the program (on my computer) while guiding Kathy-Lee through the set up. (Bonnie, July 11, 12:35). Michele K. told me that I needed to close the FireFox in order to open the Video on Youtube and picture on Skype (2:45; July 11, Bonnie). 

Important Moments and Discoveries


Our group realized that this particular section of the paper is a continuation of the Data Analysis, with a more detailed examination of the troubleshooting category. There was a significant degree of overlap between the two categories that emerged and the important (aha) moments.  Based on our data we interpreted the “Milan moment” as the turning point for the making of our product. It was at that moment that we, as a group, realized that we could move forward. This was quite significant because it provided evidence in support of the categories developed earlier in the research, with emphasis on collaboration and active participation from all group members. This was referred to in the field notes of four group members. For example, Kathy Lee stated in her fieldnotes that, “we went outside our group for help (noon) Milan helping M with changing video files, then helping me, it worked YEAH! , use Keepvid.com and RIVA FLV encoder” (July 11, 11:55am). The capitalization of the word “YEAH” shows the significance of the moment. 


In addition to the members of our group being active participants throughout the music video making process, we were also able to troubleshoot and work through the many challenges together as a group. Throughout the entire process, it was very important that we realized that although “these challenges feel hard” they were “doable” (Gee 2007: 36). Based on our data, a predominant theme under the category of troubleshooting was the never ending ‘vista moments’ experienced by Cheryl and Michele. Even though these can be interpreted as moments of frustration, they provided the little steps that kept us ‘moving forward.’ The analysis found that there were a total of 24 occurrences of the ‘vista moments’ throughout all group members’ fieldnotes. For example, as stated in Michele’s fieldnotes “Offline. C and my computer lost the internet connection. R, MK tried to reconnect” (July 12, 10:15am). To further support our data, in everydayliteracies.blogspot.com, Colin and Michele says, “Ironically, one of the best troubleshoots so far has involved resolving the wireless connectivity problems of the two group members who had purchased new laptops running Vista (suffice to say, we will *never* move to Vista. Once XP has run its course we'll be looking to some other option). Eventually, it was found that the connectivity issue had to do with using the laptops on battery power. Online 

searches threw up information that Vista often needs AC power for sustaining wireless connections.” 


Despite the challenges and frustrations, the group experienced, we continued to be motivated and eager to keep moving forward. By the end of the five days, the group was able to conclude that Michele’s and Cheryl’s motto was to “keep trying” (Michele, July 10, 1:55pm). We realized that it was the process of ‘learning’ more so than the finished product! The significance of these moments emphasizes the importance of preserving and sticking with it to find solutions to the problems. It was through the distributed knowledge available on the internet and searching for windows-vista problem for connecting to a wireless network.  As our group worked through the making of music video process, we realize that as teachers and learners, must realize that “it is not really important what individuals know their own, but rather what they can do with others collaboratively to effectively add value” of the product (Gee 2000: 49).


Overall, from both an individual and group perspective, we learned so much throughout the entire music video task.  Most importantly, we had the opportunity to reflect and think critically about ourselves as teachers and learners and to apply what we’ve learned to our classroom and our everyday lives. The making of music video was a valuable experience because it provided opportunities for each of us to become “a member of a socially meaningful group” (Gee 2007: 3).  


Conclusion 



Based on the group’s data and analysis of the data we have concluded that learning is much more than skill and drill or the transmission of information from teacher to student. Learning new literacies is not simply “one-way sending of a message from expert to novice” (Osborne 1991: 26), it’s about individual learners allowing themselves to blend together “through their shared, distributed, and integrated knowledge” (Gee 2007: 34).  The vast amount of knowledge and information in the world today cannot be found in one individual, it is in many. The only way to acquire the information needed to perform tasks is to use collaborative practices and make the optimum use of the distributed knowledge base. Throughout the data analysis and the actual music video process, our group became much more aware that “Both educationally relevant science (for classrooms) and the fast capitalist literature ( for workplaces) heavily stress collaboration, active problem solving, learning in context, alternative assessment, communities of practice and the integration of technology” (Gee and Lankshear 1997: 83). 


Throughout the engagement and immersion in a collaborative practice we recognize it is a cycle of continuous learning from novice to expertise. In the beginning, we needed scaffolded experiences in order to access various computer programs. Throughout our learning experience we have faced many challenges and have come to appreciate the ‘just in time’ and ‘on demand’ principle (Gee, 2007). The analysis across all data revealed that in addition to collaboration and active participation, troubleshooting and problem solving have definitely solidified our learning. Throughout our trouble shooting experience we have learned the importance of perseverance and concentrating on the gains, however small, to advance our acquisition of a new literacy and a new discourse. Our group can definitely relate to Gee’s ‘frustrating but doable’ concept (2007: 36) as a great motivator that contributed to the advancement of our learning as individuals and as a group. No matter what problems arose we were able to troubleshoot our way through! Similar to Gee (2007) we realize that,

“Learning works best when new challenges are pleasantly frustrating in the sense of being felt by the learners to be at the outer edge of, but within, their “regime of competence.” That is these challenges feel hard but doable. Furthermore, learners feel-and get evidence-that their effort is paying off in the sense that they see, even when they fail, how and if they are making progress.”(36)


The problems faced throughout our learning has helped us become more aware and mindful of the “new literacy studies” (Gee 2007: 1).  Completing the music video task has definitely enhanced our group’s understanding of how important following a sociocultural approach to teaching and learning is within today’s society. As we researched and studied “music video making” as a new literacy we discovered that “identifying literacies as social practices is necessarily to see them as involving socially recognized ways of doing things” (Gee 2007: 4). Through the development and “emergence of a new kind of mindset” (Lankshear and Bigum as cited in Gee 2007: 9) the members within our group are able to better understand how children are learning new discourses and literacies. 


As both learners and educators, we realize the importance of incorporating “computer literacy” within our classrooms by “intergrating new technologies into literacy education” (Rowan et al. 202:85).  Throughout the music video making process we discovered that technological literacy requires “critical thinking skills essential to prepare students (and teachers) for the Information Age” (Winters as cited in Rowan et al 2002:85).

Implications for Teaching and Learning


After conducting this qualitative research project on music video making, we discovered that the implications for our classrooms and the future needs of society are numerous. This task required us to learn at the outer limits of what we thought was possible, it enabled us to become more reflective and examine ourselves as learners and teachers. From the Interpretation approach to education, we discovered the importance of taking “an active role” in our own learning (Barnes 1992: 141). The challenges and frustrations that we encountered throughout our learning in pursuing the final task, helped us realize how children are learning new discourses and literacies within and outside the classroom on an on-going basis.


According to our group, learning that takes place within and outside the classroom encompasses social learning and troubleshooting/problem solving.  Our group learned through the completion of this project that life is about experiencing trial and error, learning-by-doing and learning-as-you- go. 


As educators, we need to realize that “real learning is active and always a new way of experiencing the world” (Gee 2003: 26).  Similarly, Gee and Lankshear (1997: 86) state that workers, “must develop ‘higher order thinking’, ‘real understanding’, ‘situated expertise’, the ability to ‘learn to learn’ and solve problems at the ‘edge of their expertise.” As society changes, the learning of new literacies change.  In order to ‘keep up’ with these technical and social changes “we need to understand and value people’s ‘everyday’ knowledge and understandings” (Gee 2003: 39).   


Based on the group’s data and analysis of the data we have concluded that learning is much more than skill and drill or the transmission of information from teacher to student. Learning new literacies is not simply “one-way sending of a message from expert to novice” (Osborne 1991: 26), it’s about individual learners allowing themselves to blend together “through their shared, distributed, and integrated knowledge” (Gee 2007: 34).  The vast amount of knowledge and information in the world today cannot be found in one individual, it is in many. The only way to acquire the information needed to perform tasks is to use collaborative 

practices and make the optimum use of the distributed knowledge base. Throughout the data analysis and the actual music video process, our group became much more aware that “Both educationally relevant science (for classrooms) and the fast capitalist literature ( for workplaces) heavily stress collaboration, active problem solving, learning in context, alternative assessment, communities of practice and the integration of technology” (Gee and Lankshear 1997: 83). 


The concept of learning in school has to incorporate good learning principles similar to the ones incorporated into good video games (Gee 2007: 30-43). After our ‘music video making’ experience , we can relate our own learning to teenagers’ proficient use of computers and video games within a diverse discourse. We could relate our learning to teenagers proficient use of computers and video games.  According to Knobel and Lankshear, (2007: 10)

“ The world is being changed in some quite fundamental ways as a result of people imaging and exploring new ways of doing things and new ways of being that are made possible by the new tools and techniques, rather than using new technologies to do familiar things in more ‘technologized’ ways (first mindset).”


Teenagers are aware of this model of doing. They collaborate primarily through the internet to become successful in their technological endeavours.  They have learned collaboration through social practices while learning how to advance their gaming skills and computer finesse.  Gee and Lankshear, (1997: 85) stated that,


“The emphasis now is on the (active) knowledge (and flexible learning) it takes to design, market, perfect and vary goods and services as ‘symbol’s’ of identity,  not on the actual product itself as material good.” 


In today’s society students use active, flexible, distributed knowledge. Therefore, our teaching practices need to shift  to incorporate and build on their existing social practices of collaborate using distributed knowledge in order for students to meet the needs of the new capitalistist society.  


We found this applied to us as we were challenged to solve problems and accomplish tasks at the outer edge of our capabilities.  Throughout our trouble shooting we have learned the importance of perseverance focusing on the gains however small to advance our acquisition of a new literacy and a new discourse. Frustrating but doable concept (Gee 2007: 36) was a great motivator that contributed to the advancement of our learning. Similar to Gee (2007) we realize,

“Learning works best when new challenges are pleasantly frustrating in the sense of being felt by the learners to be at the outer edge of, but within, their “regime of competence.” That is these challenges feel hard but doable. Furthermore, learners feel-and get evidence-that their effort is paying off in the sense that they see, even when they fail, how and if they are making progress.”(36)


As both learners and educators, we realize the importance of incorporating “computer literacy” within our classrooms by “intergrating new technologies into literacy education” (Rowan et al. 202:85).  Throughout the music video making process we discovered that technological literacy requires “critical thinking skills essential to prepare students (and teachers) for the Information Age” (Winters as cited in Rowan et al 2002:85).  


Today’s students use active, flexible, distributed knowledge. They have learned this through their own social practices and networks in the advancement of their interests.  Therefore, it is imperative that our teaching practices shift to incorporate the learning practices use by today’s youth.  As educators, we need to foster and build on their existing social practices of collaboration and use of distributed knowledge.  Shift is happening.  In order for today’s students to meet the demands of the new capitalistist society, school’s have to shift as well.



.
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Group Fieldnotes

                                                                    Appendix 

Bonnie’s Fieldnotes

July 9, 2007

1.   ADVANCE \d 59:05 am - Each group were given time to choose groups and finalize their choice of activity
2. - I chose to do activity 4: Music video making. I am in a group with Kathy-Lee, Michele Young 
3. Cheryl Rose and Ruth Crocker.
4. 9:15 - Colin and Michele provided some detailed information about the importance of recording fieldnotes.
5. - Michele discussed how we should create double-entry journals to record our observations and our 
6. reflections. (Fieldnotes (observations) / Reflections (patterns))
7. - It's important to be specific and record things in a step-by-step manner
8. - Consider contextual details while collecting and gathering data throughout the next few weeks
9. - Complete a registry of details
10. - Consider 'how-to' programs, manuals, walk-throughs, tutorials online, etc.
11. - Consider think-alouds, talk alouds and collaborating with members of group for data collection
12. - Michele and Colin briefly introduced us to "Skype and Google Docs" (but not in a formal manner yet)
13. - Each group were given time to finalize their choices on the activities. 
14. 9:30 - We decided to search the Internet for videos for the focus of our video making project
15. - Everyone decided to search independently at first to get different ideas and to see what's out there.
16. - I did not bring my laptop today so I paired up with Cheryl and looked at different video sites. 
17. - Michele and Kathy-Lee were searching for video ideas (songs, groups)
18. - Cheryl and I looked at different sites like: Much Music videos, CMT, You Tube.ca for ideas
19. 11:00 - I thought that it would be interesting to look at how music videos or different groups changed from the 1980's to now for example. ("the evolution of music videos throughout the years"
20. - Cheryl looked found a site about when MTV came to be (1981). This is a good start!
21. - We talked about more ideas about a theme to use. Ruth was searching 'how to create a music video' while we searched for different videos and songs.
22. - Looking at the 1980 and 1990 videos certainly brings me back!!
23. - We then thought about focusing on at least 2 groups to observe throughout the years to compare the making of videos.
24. - Cheryl thought about Madonna and Michele thought about Bon Jovi because they are both well known.
25. - I asked whether we would do a male or female group, to compare the different styles of videos.
26. - We searched video images, sites and music.
27. @1:30 - Cheryl google searched MTV.ca website. She google searched 'muchmusicvideos.ca'. 
28. - Cheryl noticed that there was a Coors Light beer commercial as she searched for certain videos
29. - Cheryl found the 'Riahanna' video. 
30. 1:45 - We talked about the making of the videos, the style, the quality of the picture, the music, etc.
31. 1:55 - Commenting to Cheryl around slide show. 
32. @2:00 - Michele K. briefly talked about a "Web-blog."
33. - Black and white videos and the quality of picture. 
34. - We looked at Gwen Stephanie video: she's in her own video; it's a simple video with a clear storyline
35. - The songs we have searched have everyday lyrics and experiences that everyday people can relate to.
36. - We talked about the 'cross-over' between rock and country music with singers such as Carrie Underwood and Faith Hill (on America's Top 40).
37. - I noticed we looked at a diverse genre of music today. We are searching for a direction to go for our own music video.
38. - Do the songs and music videos have a technical-cultural spin to them?
39. - We thought about looking at the picture and sound quality and the different angles and perspectives the videos take place. Are they up close? Fast pace? Slow?
40. - We came across the MuchMorecountdown.
41. - It's easy access to the videos we looked at today. Kathy-Lee and Cheryl noticed this as well. There were no pop ups. Great!!!
42. 2:10 - Kathy-Lee had some difficulty getting into one of her programs regarding the videos. She kept getting bumped out. 
43. - *How have musiuc videos changed throughout the years?
44. - Consider CMT. Small discussion emerged about the singers or people in the videos representing 'sex symbols'
45. 2:15 - Kathy-Lee asked Cheryl "Does it take long for the video to download?"
46. - We need to take note of the 'keywords' we use to google.
47. - Consider the environment in the video. How important is it? Does it affect the audience?
48. 2:20 - Look at the era of a particular group (Bon Jovi; Madonna)
49. - Look at the technological changes that have occurred in the evoluation of music. Are they advanced?
50. - Betty thought our idea was a good one.
51. - Consider the different music genres, the technical changes, the music (lyrics), the clothing of the singers or people in video,the angles it was taken. Do the video reveal a part of the past, present or future? 
52. - Should we consider Heavy Metal or alternative groups? (Cheryl thought maybe not because they do not seem to be in the public eye as much now). Good idea!
53. 2:30 - Google search: Cheryl keyed in the "1980' rock videos" and "1980 rock video clips" for ideas.
54. - Youtube.ca is a good website
55. - Myself, Cheryl, Michele Y. asked Kathy-Lee "Are you having an easier time downloading videos?
56. - "Findvideos.com" for the media player
57. - Cheryl thought about Madonna and Bon Jovi as good groups to analyze because of their longevity in the music field and in the public eye.
58. - I asked if we should go with one female group and one male group for comparison.
59. - We looked at a 1988 video of Bon Jovi "Born to be my baby". It was black and white and we could see the changes in the quality of the video from then to now.
60. - http://mv.ca.music.yahoo.com
61. - It was a good day!!!
62. July 10, 2007
63. 9:00 - Michele and Colin emphasized again the importance of recording all observations and the time and date. 
64. - We need to also create 'categories' for our write up
65. - Colin talked about prompts (series of statements to use): "when I'm stuck on something I do..."
66. I ask somebody else. I try to work it out myself. I sit with someone else who does it for me.
67. - We need to examine the patterns of behavior or how we are learning. Are our learning styles similar or entirely different. 
68. - Need to refer to frequently asked questions. Who do I go to when I have difficulty?
69. - How to look at dat and develop categories:
70. - I am a risk-taking learner
71. - I am a less proactive learner
72. - I am a shy learner
73. - Ultimate categores about learning: Start a general profile of group and yourself and others
74. - General strategies we take for learning are important
75. - Need to consider the beginning of the course (activity) and the last few days of the project.
76. - General strategies (patterns that talk about your and other's learning styles)
77. - were we risk-takers
78. - others were not
79. - are there any similarities and differences between our learning and experiences with the activity?
80. - We learn a lot of stuff collaborating and talking to one another
81. - Observe patterns in the videos and in our groups learning experience (independently workings, collaborating)
82. - We all bring something different to this activity (different knowledge and experiences)
83. - How much time do we spend on-task together or on our own?
84. - We have been asking each other questions.
85. - What changes do we see over time- what problem-solving skills do we utilize.
86. - I notice that I scroll to the bottom of the screen when in doubt; I also noticed Cheryl doing it yesterday.
87. - Consider the language we use and need to look at.
88. - What do we do when we read the screen: How does it change? When do we use technology?
89. - Colin talked about "critical incidence" and finding that particular moment or 'stand out' moments when something just goes off in your mind. 
90. - I noticed this yesterday as our group talked about what genre and groups to consider.
91. - What is the BIG discovery?
92. - You really need to play around with the programs and search the web. Openmindedness is the key.
93. - What are the motivators or are not the motivators?
94. - Introduced to FireFox (another search engine) Need to use for downloading music videos.
95. - Colin says it's a Social program that we need to key in 
96. - Google Docs and Spread Sheets page allows you to write collabortively online and edit each other's work.
97. - http://docs.google.com
98. - Michele lK. ead us through it as a whole group lesson.
99. - I need to create an account and then log on. It's quite interesting and practical to use within the classroom!!
100. - Michele K. also introduced the class to Delicious.
101. - http://docs.google.com
102. - marble video
103. - yahoo.ca check e-mail to open up account to new group members.
104. - It's pretty cool how to invite others to read what you write online and to beable to make changes if necessary!!!
105. - http://groups.google.com
106. - I looked at the Discussions Board and chose a color to write my message in.
107. - You need to go into NEW, then DOCUMENT.
108. 9:30 - Kathy-Lee helped me to get buttons on the toolbar for the DELICIOUS site.
109. - I'm having A LOT of trouble getting access to the message!!
110. 10:30 - Went through Google docs again. Step-by-step.
111. 11:30 - I'm slowly getting to know and understand the programs. It certainly pays to have a laptop computer!!
112. - Kathy-Lee is right on the BALL!!! Way to go Kathy-Lee. She is certainly a great help to me!! While I was familiarizing myself with the programs up to now, Kathy-Lee started to download music videos (Bon Jovi).
113. - I realize that PATIENCE IS CERTAINLY A VIRTUE!!!!!!
114. - I'm trying to get into check the message that Cherly sent me!!
115. - Michele Y. took pictures of the group between 9:30 and 11:40 this morning. THE STRESS!!! JUST KIDDING!!
116. 11:55 - I thought this was a mini trouble-shooting session between Kathy-Lee and myself. Kathy-Lee helped me to figure out what was going on (why I can communicate online to my group). The reason why I couldn't get access (Docs/Spreadsheet screen )to any messages was because I had too many of the same window opened. Kathy-Lee noticed this at the bottom of the screen. Thanks Girl!!! God Bless YA!!!
117. 1:15 I thought about the group U2 as a group that has been around for a while. I wanted to look at the video imaging in their videos compared to Bon Jovi's to get ideas about style and quality and perspective throughout the years. 
118. - I noticed that there was a virtual video (Second Life) for Beautiful Day. It' very cool and fastinating!!
119. ** - I then decided to look at Peter Gabriel for another genre of music and video making. His style was different again. He's been around for quite some time as well. I noticed the quality of both groups' videos certainly changed throughout the eras. They both tend to focus on environment issues in the world. CHANGE is CERTAINLY a key issue brought out in their videos! We could try to incorporate such a theme in our video. 
120. - www.videodownloader.net
121. - flash media player is needed.
122. - Colin told us that we needed to convert FLV files to AVI files (audio visual files) when downloading.
123. - bonjovi.flv bonjovi.avi
124. - www.videodownloader.net
125. - I looked at another U2 Secondlife video- in concert. It's so cool!!
126. - I asked Michele about how to download. 
127. - I'm trying to figure out videodownloader. I think I'm forgetting a step!!!
128. 1:15- Cheryl thought about looking at Madonna videos and comparing 5-6 years spans (intervals) to see the differences throughout the years. Great Idea!!! I think she said one of her earliest videos is Holiday (1983).
129. - http://www.mozilla.com/en-us/firefox/
130. 1:50- I downloaded FireFox browser 
131. - Michele Y. downloaded Bon Jovi (1983) video "Runaway". Times have certainly changed!!!
132. - Michele is laughing and talks about the quality of the video compared to today!!
133. - Kathy-Lee is gone up to talk to Colin about the downloading program
134. - Cheryl refers to the Precedents page about the start of MTV (1981?) to use as a guideline for our theme
135. - Ruth is coming along with the programs quite well now even though she says she not quite sure what she should be doing. I told her that we are all just following our own ideas at first. So that is how Ruth is going about it! We'll all get there in the end!!!
136. - To record video: click start recording and play the clip
137. - Colin introduced us to http://www.VLCmediaplayer.com after going through it with Kathy-Lee.
138. - Michele K. briefly talked about the following websites: everydayliteracies.blogspot.com; www.fraps.com;
139. and windows movie maker.
140. July 11, 2007
141. 9:10 - Michele K. introduced us to Skype
142. - http://skype.com Computer to computer it's free. Computer to landline costs $
143. - She said that we can phone a friend using Skype free of charge if it is on computer.
144. - Michele K. talked about Youtube.ca and changing the video to AVI format inorder to play it on your computer.
145. - She also briefly talked about Google Earth: http://earth.google.com
146. - We all just floated around the site to familiarize ourselves. 
147. 10:20 - Michele and Cheryl have been having difficulty getting any audio outputs on the video. They finally got it working!
148. - I'm trying to get connected to download the U2 Secondlife video.
149. 11:10 - Colin introduced us to www.vixy.net in order to download the videos to AVI files automatically. Then go to youtube.com on FireFox. Copy the URL (control C) and paste to www.vixy.net. Save as a flashvideo (FLV) outside making a movie. It saves you a process because it connects automatically.
150. - I notice all of the technical jargon we have been using and becoming familiar with!!
151. - You need lots of PATIENCE!!
152. - vixy.net is a social site and is not to be downloaded (like youtube)
153. 11:30 - Bobbi Payne sent me a message regarding RIVA a music downloader that Milan found last night. Riva.com seemed to work quite easily for their group. 
154. - Kathy-Lee spoke to Colin again regarding the RIVA site. 
155. 11:35 - Kathy-Lee said it is getting frustrating because the downloading is not working.
156. - I think that we can all empathize with student learners based on our experiences we are having and the emotions that are going on. 
157. - We need to focus on learning.
158. - Cheryl is having trouble getting the picture to the video.
159. 11:50 - We are going to try Riva.net
160. - Cheryl is trying to get the video input. Ruth is plugging at the installing of programs she needs to download the videos. 
161. 11:55 - Michele got the video image working (importing video) YEHHHHH!
162. 12:00 - Colin and Michele just told us that we do not need to use www.vixy.net now.
163. - It's all about trial and error 
164. - To download the U2 video I had to try four times because the site was busy. I finally saved it to the dest top. 
165. - You definitely learn by doing.
166. 12:10 - Even Colin has spent a lot of time helping us (particularly Kathy-Lee) to get the downloading programs to work. He thinks it's a Microsoft problem.
167. 12:15 - We tried mpeg. instead of avi in order to convert the format of the video to the desk top. It seemed to work for Kathy-Lee!!!
168. 12:35 - Milan worked through the program (on my computer) while guiding Kathy-Lee through the set up. 
169. - Michele K. suggested that copy a second copy of the video just in case. Go to : All Programs; Accessories; then My Music. 
170. - I went back to skype and checked the profile picture. My video telephone and webcam worked. 
171. 1:25 - Kathy-Lee was downloading Bon Jovi videos. I am still thumbing my way through the program.
172. 1:55 - I experienced difficulty downloading programs. Kathy-Lee patiently went through trouble shooting with me. 
173. 2:30 - For some reason the sound and video imaging is not working when I go into Youtube.com
174. 2:45 - Michele K. helped me find a more efficient way to move text (copying and pasting). Pressing Control T to past and Control C for copying text (URL) to download. 
175. - We need to use http://keepvid.com with www.riva.net
176. - then go back to youtube.com
177. - All morning I was pretty much trying to get to understand Skype and get my profile picture up.
178. - Kathy-Lee knowed me an example of a trial video of "how to" do a video. How it develops!
179. - She even showed me how to do time intervals and how to do 'sound fading' within a slide show or video making clip!! WOW! I'm certainly moving into the technological world!!
180. - I went to www.youtube.com
181. - Type in Youtube.com
182. - Choose a video
183. - Copy using Control C
184. - Then keeping Youtube.com on the same windown get keepvid.com
185. - Then paste (Control T) the URL
186. - Example: Bon Jovi.flv
187. - Example: change to Bon Jovi.mpeg
188. - Go to Riva Encoder 
189. - Import video to movie maker
190. - I need to update the Flash Adobe Player in order to install the video (to show) and Skype personalize my personal profile (Weeme)
191. - Michele K. told me that I needed to close the FireFox in order to open the Video on Youtube and picture on Skype. 
192. 11:25 - Kathy-Lee showed me how to change the ring tone to the Skype program. I need to go to MENU; DO MORE; and Call using RingJacker
193. 11:40 I started to personalize my Skype character. There must be a way to change only on error in the creation of the character rather than starting over. I realized that downloading is not that difficult once you understand the programs. 
194. 1:20 -I'm still plugging away with the profile (There must be a way to not have to start your Weeme over each time you make a mistake). I asked Michele Y. and she said she also had the same question.
195. 1:30 - Renee suggested that we incorporate one song while emphasizing one particular group and the changes that occurred throughout the years. We said that we thought about it already but had to make a decision.
196. It would be like a Remix video.
197. 1:50 - I finally got my Weemee created on Skype!!!!!!
198. - In between researching for ideas, our group would talk about and throw ideas around about what to consider throughout our video. Particularly the theme that we want to be strongly emphasized in order to make an IMPACT on the viewers. 
199. July 12, 2007
200. 9:10 - This morning we talked about downloading the different Bon Jovi videos so that we can compare the quality and year of the videos.
201. - We plan to do this individually for a while. This way we can get different ideas for data to collect. Then come to an agreement on the categories to use. 
202. - Colin talks about Jim Gee's articles and the importance of focusing on the concepts, principles, general ideas, specific ideas about what we are doing throughout the whole activity.
203. - Colin talks about "Customized learning"
204. - We need to consider the different levels and different trajectories in which we learn how to do a particular activity.
205. - Define what work we are doing and the way in which we go about completing it.
206. - Consider evaluation, assessment and programming throughout the analysis. 
207. - The scope of what is going on in the group and on the individual level.
208. - So far it seems that all of us experience frustration, difficulty learning programs, but learned A LOT about the activity of music video making, our own learning and the learning of others!!!! 
209. 9:30 - We really started to draw on each other's ideas this morning.
210. - What I noticed about myself in particular is that I'm am definitely a visual person who needs to work through each step myself. I definitely learn by doing!!
211. - We need to be objective researchers, even though what we are recording does and will have some subjectivity to it. We need to explain this in our write up.
212. - I like how Colin and Michele tend to bring the whole group together to teach a particular program and then encourage you to thumb around with it yourself. I think that we are definitely learning by doing. We are certainly active participants throughout this whole course. It's a great way to learn!!! It's so practical and relevant to our lives as learners. 
213. - I think that it's a great way to learn in small groups as well. We work independently and then together. This is happening daily. 
214. - We got on the Skype to type in our addresses so that we can communicate at home (or at Marble).
215. 11:15- We discovered that we need Internet Explorer not FireFox to do Skype or simply click on the Skype icon once it's set up.
216. - I got back on Youtube again to download U2 videos (SL). Then Bon Jovi videos
217. - Michele Y. google searched Wikipedia.com to check dates around when the Bon Jovi videos were produced in order to get the history of the group to emphasize CHANGE in music and videos. 
218. - Kathy-Lee is looking at the different Bon Jovi videos; myself, Michele and Cheryl are too. Ruth is ensuring that she understands the programs she had downloaded. She said that she is not quite in tuned and up to with the same music that the rest of our group is (Bon Jovi; Madonna). I told her that made her learning experience even more interesting. She was taking a detailed record of notes to ensure that she didn't forget anything throughout the day. I've learned that Ruth needs to record her ideas right away in order for it to be more meaningful to her. She said that she is definitely a visual person and 'a long-winded' person. I can relate Ruth!!!! Detail is important for research, particularly qualitative research about your own learning and the learning of others. I noticed that Ruth's strategy is to ask someone for help. She needs to work through it on her own in order for it to be meaningful. 
219. - Throughout the day we searched for videos to download. It was quite slow in the afternoon. I guess it's a busy time of the day. I managed to get some videos downloaded. 
220. 9:00 pm - This evening I spoke to Ruth on Skype about the project. Ruth was coming right along with it. She is doing quite well. She decided to download Anne Murray music videos and import the videos on the movie maker program. Now she's practicing how to make a video of her own!!!!!! WAY TO GO RUTH!!
221. - She is making the music video making project meaningful to her. That's a great way to learn new literacies and technologies. 
222. - She mentioned to me about our group being able to do a Conference Call during the week we are all home. Great idea. Skype is wonderful!!!! I've learned so much since Monday!!!! Who would have known!!!
223. - We talked about the different style of learning : writing ideas down; writing detailed notes; asking questions; watching others; working it out yourself first.
224. - We talked about the importance of writing your feelings, thoughts and emotions down throughout the learning process to examine your learning and how it progressed. 
225. - Ruth described to me how she was typing her field notes throughout the course. It reveals that she is an organized person. It's a great way to analyze the data. She seeks for help when the need arises. She is not shy about asking questions. 
226. July 13, 2007
227. 9:05 - Michele Y. and Cheryl are going through the way of getting into the program again. They discovered it is a Vista program problem. They have had trouble everyday this week. PATIENCE!!!!!!
228. - I heard them talking technology jargon "the powersaving icon" and "maximizing power saving", etc. 
229. - Our terminology has come so far since Monday! It's unbelievable.
230. - Cheryl still continued to have difficulty for some reason.
231. - Kathy-Lee has been doing wonderfully since DAY ONE!!! WAY TO GO KATHY-LEE!!
232. - Kathy-Lee is starting to look at Youtube again for videos to download (even though she has at least 10 already)
233. - Michele Y. and Cheryl are still continuing to trouble shoot regarding the audio-visual problem Cheryl is having. 
234. - Ruth is typing field notes about what's going on. 
235. - Michele K. is at our tabel helping Cheryl try to get the program working. It's quite frustrating even for Michele K. 
236. 9:15 - Michele Y. tagged a good site.
237. - The video wouldn't encode for me. I did my own trouble-shooting and realized I put jovi.riva instead of jovi.mpeg. It is so easy to make an error. I tried to help Ruth get the underline off of her fieldnotes but for some reason it wouldn't work. Ruth later figured it out herself. Way to Go Ruth!!!
238. 9:25 - I got Bon Jovi "You Give Love a Bad Name" (Time 3:53). I downloaded quite quickly. It must be a good time of day to download music videos.
239. 9:30 - I downloaded Bon Jovi "(I want to) make a memory" (Time 4:07)
240. - Google docs so I can place what I think on docs.google.ca
241. - Colin emphasized the importance of the presentation and the formal paper (compile all notes and analysis)
242. - Look at the data, let it 'talk' to you, color code key ideas (concepts), sort it out; what themes do you see emerge; what strategies do you see.
243. - Look at class, category, concepts and other ideas to talk about.
244. - Third Bon Jovi video is "It's my Life" (Time 4:23) (2000)
245. - It's about trial and erros; different kinds of trial and error. There may be less trial and more error or more trial and less errors. 
246. - The girls and I briefly talked while searching for Bon Jovi music videos about 'change' and how there has been change in sophistication of language (both written and oral). I think that all of us have learned so much more about the technical jargon and new literacies.
247. - As we talk about the different programs I notice that each of us are communicating much more easily and have gained a better understanding of the different processes that take place throughout our learning process. 
248. - I certainly can relate to the different trouble-shooting strategies and problem solving strategies I have been utilizing to help me work more efficiently.
249. - It's making much more sense now, once you get 'your hands wet'. You need to be a risk-taking and be open-minded.
250. - Colin and Michele K. talked to the whole group about the introduction of the paper (keeping in mind about the vocabulary that we had difficulty to understand at first). We need to define what it is that we are doing and explain what stages we went through throughout the video making process.
251. - Broad Purpose
252. - Be specific 
253. 9:55 - We used Internet Explorer to look at www.docs.google.com to see what Colin was writing about the the write-up that we required for the course. I noticed he discusses many relevant and easy to follow steps to follow throughout the project. 
254. 10:00 - I needed to read (the outline and suggestions) what Colin and Michele K. were writing on the overhead because it hasn't been sent to google docs yet. He needs our addresses.
255. 10:05 - I tried www.google.groups.com It's not there either.
256. - While looking at my desktop I discovered that I needed to delete the flv files for jovi.flv. 
257. - I started to write my fieldnotes on google docs to share with my group.
258. - I took a few moments to think about the general purpose of the project: Personally, although all of the activties were 'new' to me, I thought it would be interesting to participate in the music video project. I think it will be appealing for my students (especially those at-risk); I would learn who to implement it within my classroom; I will also learn how to create music videos for my own personal interest. It's a new and fasinating literacy. It's important to step outside the box (traditional approach to literacy). Learnikng is continuous. 
259. - This activity has opened my eyes regarding the challenges one faces when using new technologies. As well, I've learned how being patient is critical throughout the process. It takes so much time and energy to know and understand how and what to download properly and efficiently!!!!
260. - Our group needs to be more focused on how and what we are learning about the project and our own learning processes and styles.
261. - Despite all of the challenges and frustration felt by everyone in the group, I think that this is a great activity for anyone to participate in. 
262. - Colin and Michele asked and invited the whole class to offer what their purpose is for the activity they chose. 
263. - While listening to a couple of groups' ideas, their ideas are interesting and the activities would be very beneficial to implement within the classroom. 
264. - Michele K. said to put "quotation marks" while keying in words to search. Interestingly, it narrows down the search. 
265. 10:30 - Michele said that they will email the information (outline) to us. 
266. - Michele and Colin stated that we really need to make our presentation very appealing for the audience. It needs to be memorable!!!
267. - They also stated that the artifact DOES NOT need to be completed. It can be a work in progress.
268. - Our group can take it further if the length of time is an issue. This is great because there can be so many changes and additions to make on the video. We are given @ 40 minutes to present our project to the whole group.
269. - Interestingly, Colin stated that the 'artifact' does not have to be one that actually works. It may be noted that what was conducted needs alterations or changes and modifications. It's about trial and error. 
270. - Technology is indeed a complicated field. 
271. - Throughout the last few days I've learned a lot about my own learning. I was actually much more at ease and more patient than I thought I would be while working with new technological literacies. 
272. - I think that all educators need to take part in such projects because I know I have gained a profound appreciation for learners in my classroom. 
273. - Throughout this week I observed everyone in my group were working at their own pace and working through the process with the help of others in the group. I think that 'Collaboration' is the key in learning anything!! 
274. - I also appreciate music and video makers. I have a better understanding of the length of time and the depth that has to be taken to produce such products!!!!
275. - Colin said something interesting "Formal learning often blocks out these types of learning' (technological literacies).
276. - Some patterns I noticed throughout the week were:
277. - Kathy-Lee seemed to take a leadership role in the group by helping many of us in the group. She seemed to be on-top of it all. She was very patient and helpful to everyone who asked her questions.
278. - We all seem to be open to asking each other questions when the need arises
279. - We all seem to work well individually and within the group as a whole (discussion)
280. - Everyone seemed to be on-task (some goal about the video making project in mind)
281. - Michele K. made a great suggestion. She said that while she is analyzing her data she uses a coding system to number the pages so it's easier to refer to. For example, R1, R2, R3... (Ruth); K1, K2.... (Kathy-Lee), M1, M2.... (Michele Y.); C1, C2... (Cheryl); B1, B2... (Bonnie).
282. - Coming up with about 5 categories is a good idea. We can include 5, 10, 15 examples of each category to provide evidence for why we chose those categories. 
283. - We need to link the categories/labels to the readings for the course (Gee literature).
284. - Make reference to all sites, resources used.
285. - Colin said to not be afraid of making reference to 'affinity spaces' for ideas and citing it in your paper. Example: Wikipedia
286. - He said that in order to 'master' a piece of software you really need to jump in and muck around. I agree. 
287. - Michele and Colin said that we do not have to use APA style, but to be consistent. 
288. - After lunch we collaborated and talked about the different learning styles we have. We discussed some ideas that we can include in our purpose, with making reference to our students. We need to re-read and revise our purpose. We're just adding onto. We are doing this project o incorporate it in within our classrooms. It's our role as teachers to use an open-minded and innovative approach to teaching.
289. - We need to reflect and examine ourselves as learners and teachers.
290. - Throughout this project we are all taking the role of teacher and learner. The activity has a personal and practical use for me. 
291. 1:25 - When trying to save a file on google docs I came across technological terminology that I wasn't familiar with (PDF; RTF). It depends on what file you want to save your document under. Michele K. told me to check it out for myself and see what happens. This is an example of 'action' based research whereby I'm the active participant.
292. - It allows us to multi-task. 
293. 2:10 - videoinasnap.com
294. - I searched for videos and songs to use as part of the theme "change in music over time".
295. 2:35 - Kathy-Lee came across a video that had a very STRONG IMPACT. It was called "Shift happens video". I think this video will tie in nicely with what we want to get across in our video. To make an impact and an impression on the audience. To reveal that the impact technology and change has on the world.
296. - Cheryl found a MTV logo to use in the video (when MTV came to be the music world changed). It's great for our theme to introduce how the media and technology changed music. It reveals progression through time. 
297. - Our ideas seem to be coming full circle today!!! We are continuously talking and throwing out ideas to use.
298. - "Songs of change" in theme
299. - Talk alouds are so important for this activity
300. - When Betty came by I mentioned that I was trying to look for a song and video with a theme "as time goes by or how times have changed". She suggested to type in "As Time Goes By". We listened to a variety of groups that sang this song. They weren't really what I needed.
301. - I thought about the Scorpions "Winds of Change". I downloaded this and listened to it and watched the video to get ideas. It's a good way to introduce our video and a good way to end it. 
302. - We thought about making it somewhat personal also by including pictures of our group and the whole class before and after the project. 
303. - Invite as collaborators within google docs. www.googlegroups.com
304. - Went into yahoo.ca
305. 2:05 - Cheryl talked about the introduction and how we can represents early precedents (tagged) about MTV (August 1, 1981). She talked about the change of face of music and music videos. When music videos started being played 24 hours a day. 
306. - It's important to lead up to the progression of music videos. 
307. 3:00 - I came across the Theme song "waiting on the world to change".
308. - Kathy-Lee opened up a lyrics of "waiting for the world change."
309. - I noticed a 'caption' at the bottom of the screen.
310. - I definitely see changes in technology images in the videos.
311. 3:15 - Ruth keyed in "evolution of music" and found a "music evolution video". It was on www.metacafe.com . It reveals some good ideas about what we can incorporate in our videos.
312. - I came across a music video "I'd love to change the world" for ideas. 
313. - Good Night Bonnie!
Cheryl's Fieldnotes
Day 1

1:00 our group session begins with a discussion on what approach we will take for our music video and what type of video. 
The ideas that were presented by the group included checking out a number of sites online and watching the videoes for content, camera angles, effects, and interest. The following sites were viewd MTV.ca, yahoo, much music.com, CMT.ca and the following videoes were watched.Avril Lavigne girl friend, Rhianna-Umbrella, Fergie-Big girls don't cry' Gwen Stefani- 4 in the morning, Bon Jovi-who says you can't go home, between each video there was a beer commercial -Coors Light. 
2:08 We talked about what we saw in the videos,what was taking place, shots taken from different angles, use of light, day/night, attractiveness of the singer, what we personally liked and effects. 
2:30 We attempted to set a direction for our video. The idea of picking music from different eras was presented. We searched for videoes from the 80's, this was the beginning of music videoes as we know it today. We will have to decide whether we will pick a variety of artists or a particular artists or a particular artist to feature. or a male or female combo. 

After brainstorming, we thought about Madonna and Bon Jovi since they have been around since the early 80's and are still on the top of charts today. Searched Wikipedia-history of music videos. First video played on August 1, 1981. Video killed the radio star. 

2:50 Betty joined our discussion. We searched the history of music to its early 1990's(Wikipedia).

Day 2
9:25-We began the morning by setting up our groups on google docs. This looks like it will be very beneficial to us when we are working at home next week. It took a while to set up, but I think it will be worth it. 
10:30-I practiced sending messages to group members on google docs. I also read some of the articles we tagged on Del.icio.us. I especially enjoyed the video clips that Kathy Lee tagged. (Fishcakes and Pancakes) these were very simple done, but very effective.
11:30-I checked out the site Fraps for possible tips on making a music video.

11:45 I sent a message to the group asking if we should look at attempting an outline for what we would be doing and we agreed to do this after lunch.

12:30-I had a discussion with Michele about 1980's videos on Much Music. We watched Boy George, Duran Duran and the Goo Goo Dolls. We really had a good laugh at them, they look so funny now.

1:00-Attempted to use Movie Maker by using the sample pictures and videos that come with it. I had some success, but practice is needed.
1:30-I attempted to use Videodownloader.net to transer video clips from You Tube to Movie Maker, but I was not able to do this I'm not sure what the problem was.
2:00-The group talked about what male group we could use for our video. We looked at Bon Jovi and then I watched a few of his videos. (Runaway and Bed of Roses),

2:40-I downloaded Firefox and again attempted to use Videodownloader.net, but the server went down

8:30pm- A conversation/learning session with my son, Cory. 
I asked Cory about downloading music. He responded with "you mean you don't know how to do that. Everyone knows how to do that." I then told him I was trying to transfer movie videos from You Tube to Movie Maker. He then said that he used either Limewire or Bear Share. He then helped me set up an account on Bear Share and he then went through the steps to download the videos and we transfered one video to Movie Maker. (Madonna's Holiday video)I am amazed at how quickly he navigates the sites.
Day 3
9:15 I attempted to log on, but I was not able to get on the net. Michele was having the same problem. Everyone else 

was up and runnng except us. Must be a vista thing. I tried in many different locations of the lodge, but no success. Betty and Michele K were trying and suggesting ways of connecting, but no luck. This continued until we got assistance from the service provider and finally we were up and running. 10:22!!!!!!

10:50-I went to You Tube and attempted to copy and paste Madonna's video Holiday url to vixy.net then download to a temporary file and save to desktop and then on to Movie Maker. I managed to do this ,but I could only get the audio not the video. Colin came and tried, but he was not successful either. He then tried to use riva encoder 2.0, but he was not able to do this. We stayed at it during the lunch break, but without success. We finally came to the conclusion that it must be a vista thing since the two of us with windows vista were the only two who was not able to do this.

During lunch there was a conversation on house siding color choices. Bonnie needs siding for her house. This conversation carried back into the afternoon session. Kathy Lee and Bonnie were looking at sites for possible color choices. I looked at my daughters real estate site while they were doing this. ( I do this most days just as a way to stay connected with what she is doing on a daily basis) This was a nice way to just ease myself back in to the afternoon session. I learned this morning what frustration really is. I felt lost for a while, but now realize what a learning experience it was and to have patience. 
1:59- I was not sure of what I should be doing. I am not able to do what the other members are attempting so Betty suggested that I download Skype while I wait. I did this without any difficulties and made my test call. 

2:10-Michele K suggested that we try using a jump drive to transer the files from Kathy Lee's laptop to ours. Success!!! I then 

worked on editing the transfered files.

Day 4
9:00 I had difficulty with my mouse. I could not get it to move. Michele played with it a bit and she discovered that a button was turned off. Thanks Michele!

9:20 Group Session-Colin presented some information on the write up for next week. He talked about Gee and the importance of reading just a few articles in depth as opposed to reading alot of articles and taking very little from them. He talked about data and taking it and running with it. I was thinking that if we take all the knowledge we now have about how to begin making our product and just dive right in to it, we might be surprised with how much we can accomplish. I was talking to Bonnie and we both agreed that we should just take what we now know and get started. We're both looking across the table at each other as Colin is speaking and nodding. Points that are significant to me as he is talking-complete the task, try to make sense of what we've done, significant moments, significant sense of what we are doing, coding data.
10:00 I had a little fun using Skype. Adding contacts, using webcam. Oh Oh server down took a break. 
10:45 I watched as Kathy Lee created her profile on Skype. This was pretty interesting. You can be whoever you want to be. Michele is not able to connect to the internet either. It must be a vista thing. We tried to find a solution by trying different connections, but no luck. Michele K went on her laptop and found a site that was offering a possible solution. She came over and asked us to take a look at what she had found. We both went up to her computer and wrote down the steps and then went back and tried them. Yes, we're on. Wonderful, thanks Michele k.

11:38 I went back on Skype and and finished what I had started earlier. I them checked out the site. I started thiking about lunch. I needed a break especially from the laptop.
1:00 Rene joined our group. we discussed what we were planning to do for our video. Bonnie was telling Rene how long it took to download the software we needed. Michele threw her hand up in the air so happy that she was able to complete her setup on Skype. 

1:50 I went on Bear share, but for some reason I could not log in. I checked my password and tried again , but no luck. Time for a chocolate fix. 
2:29 Michele was wondering if it was possible to download encoder now that we have made some progress with Vista. NO must be a vista thing Lost internet connection and was unable to get it back. Time to call it a day.
9:05pm I was getting the message, audio output device not installed. Where to start.I went into the control panel to sounds and found what the problem was, but how to fix it was another story. I tried finding updates, going to the help section, troubleshooting. I emailed Michele since she had the same laptop to see if she could see what I was missing, no luck. I emailed my brother in Fredericton since computers is his area, but no response. I did not know If I should uninstall it. I just did not know where else to look for help. It was now 1:00 in the morning and time to go to bed. 
Day 5
Friday the 13th,hmmm. I was up at 6:00am trying once again to solve my audio output problem, no luck'

Michele and I managed to get on the net using the same steps Michele K found for us yesterday. I tried to solve my audio problems, but could not find a solution. Michele K came over and suggested some routes to take, but I was not able to solve the audio problem. She found a site that was offering possible solutions to this problem, but once again no success. 
9:27 Whole group session on the framework for our report and presentation next week. Colin presented a basic outline and sent it to google docs for us to use as we work on our report.
12:15 Talk aloud about different learning styles. 
1:40 Back to group session - Kathy Lee is working on the product. We are working on putting our work in google docs so that we can work on it at home. I searched for Mtv logos on google (IMAGES) to use in our video. Bonnie continued to try and find a theme song to use. Betty joined the group and made some suggestions. Michele and Ruth are working away. Ideas were tossed around regarding how to present the video. Betty attempted to find a solution to my audio problems, but no luck. I decided to stop in to Staples on the way home to see if they could solve the problem. We have decided that each group member will edit in a different color for easy identification.

My visit to Staples.
I went to the service counter and one of the guys looked at my laptop. It took about three minutes to fix the problem. He uninstalled and then reinstalled the driver. He assured me that this could happen to anyone at any time and that there were a number of possibilities for why it happened. I told him about my week with vista and he just smiled, I could tell he heard stories like this many times before. I also told him that there were only two of us with vista and that we had the same laptop He said that there are a few little problems, but once you get used to vista it becomes so easy to navigate that you won't want to use anything else. I could tell he had heard other people vent their frustrations with vista by the way he nooded and smilesd as I talked. He also said that there is a service package coming out in the fall to handle the little glitches vista has been having. It is something like the utilities tuneup you can now get. I thanked him for his help and told him that at least I could now go straight home and I would not have to stop at Georges Lake and throw my laptop in. We both laughed. 
Great job Michele, well said and very usable when we get dow n to analyzing this data! 
Great, I couldn't have said it better myself. CHERYL
Kathy Lee’s Fieldnotes

Monday July 9th 1:45pm 

1.   ADVANCE \d 5- everyone trying to download videos from MTV
- Michele is very adept at this
- Cheryl explaining what we're doing, I can't get the videos to play
- Bonnie also trying to explain what we're doing to me (IT)
- Ruth lost like me, we can't get the videos to work
- Cheryl found a beer commercial on Much Music! We're all surprised at that!
- everyone very focused on their purpose, working diligently, no one talking
- YEAH I successfully downloaded and played Avril Lavigne "Girlfriend", seems like the laptop will only play certain videos from certain files
- B comments about the flashing around of different screens, we could do something like that
- Michele moving around,out of her chair
- Ruth not talking or interacting, very intent on her own purpose, not questioning
- Cheryl explaining it in layman's terms for me, as some videos still won't play (IT)
- Michele K here checking on how we're doing, discussed ideas, she gave suggestions as to what we should look for in videos - lighting, camera angles etc, Bonnie questioning and clarifying with some comments
- B looking for common links between videos we're all watching
- Played Usher yeah! mostly a black screen with small rectangle in the centre, different style
- asked Ruth how she was doing, she's concerned about the possibility of viruses 
- M says she want to walk away when the computer does this stuff, refusing to play video I think, she's found the beer commercial, she's happy
- Ruth typed in making music videos, then free instruction on making music videos
- B questioning the pop-ups very few came up
- trying to use CMT for some videso, I've been booted out 2 times now!!!, everyone else is ok, B comes to check
- Cheryl also trying to help me (IT)
- Ruth still quiet
- Discussion about where we're going with our video - some ideas thrown around
- Cheryl helping me with CMT (IT)
- M frustrated again with not being able to view
-Ruth commenting on what ?
- Michele having same trouble as me, not being able to view
- Bonnie and Cheryl going on to research
- M and I on findvideo.com, Ruth asking what we're doing
- after a short discussion, we think maybe Madonna or Bon Jovi, as both are current and also very successful in the past, good groups to use for showing evolution
- Cheryl talking about how her son makes his own videos when biking
- viewed BJ video, mostly black and white
- Ruth still quiet
- Cheryl found the Fart Button!
- successful in finding and viewing BJ Who Says You Can't Go Home video
- Ruth still quiet, reading intently, oblivious to the group
- Betty checking in, gave suggestions on hot to google the first video, how to refine our search
- Cheryl found Video Killed the Radio Star
- Ruth not here
- Betty suggested some ideas to search, got lost searching for useful videos until 3:10! interesting stuff
Day 1 July 9 8:00pm
8:00 pm- searching for various videos, able to download and view everything at home
- used You Tube successfully!
9:30pm - found several useful links and posted them to delicious
Day 2 July 10 
11:15 am - all group working on getting docs set up and working, except Ruth, typing her field notes from yesterday
- Cheryl sent the first successful message
- Michele taking pictures with her camera
11:49 am- Bonnie trying to get Cheryl's mail that was sent (IT)
- I'm in and found the document, no problems
- Bonnie still trying to get Cheryl's message, clicking around with no results (IT)
- Michele downloading videos
- Bonnie and I worked through her problem, she had too many windows open in docs (IT)
- Ruth has a new page created
- C and M working diligently
Day 2 July 10 
1:08 pm - everyone working on task, looking at videos downloading
- M, C and me on movie maker, playing around, figuring it out
- B playing with videos
- R still working on Google Docs
- C helping M with adding slides, credits
1:14pm - M has video made
- B on videos
- R still on docs
- C and M working things through on MM
- I'm trying to import video clips in MM
1:27pm - MK came by, helping me with downloading files and converting them into use able ones for MM, this is a several step process
1:42pm - R caught up with group
- Cheryl downloading Madonna videos
- still we're trying to figure out how to convert from downloaded files into MM properly
2:06 - Colin helping me with Michele K' s suggestions from earlier, Firefox was necessary, rather than IE
2:18 - downloads almost complete
- everyone working on downloading all programs necessary for downloading videos and converting them into usable formats, all quiet!
- Ruth questioning for clarification
- Cheryl quiet, working hard on this
2:28pm - Ruth helping Bonnie
- B still downloading files necessary
2:43 - everyone at a stand still, Colin still helping us (45 minutes) this stuff isn't easy!
Day 3 July 11, 
9:20am - trouble from the onset! Internet not working, problem solving with B, chose Villa Main connection, OK (IT)
- once connected, Colin came and told us about vixy.net, tried for 1.5 hours to download and convert files, finally successful!
- M and C finally able to get on at 10:30, both are frustrated but relieved, VISTA problem
11:15am - trying to import video into MM, not working, researched CODECS, B having same trouble as me, used help and on line help, consulted Michele K and Colin for advice, not working, shut machine down, restarted, not working, very frustrated! (IT)
11:30 - Ruth trying to figure out?
11:55ish - we went outside our group for help (Noon) Milan helping M with changing video files, then helping me, it worked YEAH! , use Keepvid.com and RIVA FLV encoder
- Colin still trying to help C (IT)
12:40 - lunch!
Day 3 July 11 
1:15pm - working on downloading and converting files
- so stressed at lunch about this morning, we decided to talk about B new siding and reno's - good way to de-stress!
1:25 - M talks outloud when problem solving I've come to realize!
- B reading, staring at blank screen, 
- R typing notes
- Betty helping C with firewall (IT)
1:31 - discussion on moving outside our comfort zone for learning, most times this is necessary!
1:42 - we are constantly hitting road blocks and problem solving, talking aloud, listening to each other
2:21 - still working away on this!
2:44 - MK and CL helping our group, M helps C and Milan is helping Ruth
Day 4 July 12, 
9:17am - Colin checking in on our group for an update on our plan
9:51 - fixing up SKYPE for everyone
- played with skype, changed my profile picture, helped B and R with installing it, C and B called me successfully
11:04 - everyone trying to change pictures, Rene and Michele K. both helping M get online again
11:14 - Michele K instructing M and C to change Power Option, figured out at 11:16am! hope this works (IT)
11:19 - C and M gone to Michele K's computer for figuring out computer problems
- B working on figuring out her WeeMee picture for her account
- Ruth doing her profile picture as well
11:33 - M changed some things after having gone into advanced power settings and it worked! She and C read on MK's computer and followed suggestions from MK (IT)
11:38 - conversation about how it's ok to download stuff safely, we've got to get over our hangup on this in order to be successful!
Day 4 July 12 
1:14 pm - R and M got their pictures changed, B still trying, Ruth helping B, I'm also giving directions to B
1:25 - M, C and me downloading and deciding on videos for final project
- B still working on Weemee
- Ruth typing notes
1:57 - M researching B finally got her weemee! C and I are downloading Ruth initializing her downloads
2:12 - noticed B's step by step notes on how to do things
- M playing around with websites, trying to find years for certain songs
- R working on downloading, she has lots of notes, step by step instructions as to how things need to be done
2:18 - R questioning for clarification, 
- M on delicious for postings,
- B questioning downloads
2:20 - helping B with converting files, all quiet and working hard
2:30 - Colin visiting, R questioning on some things she needs clarified
2:57 - I'm still downloading until the end of the day
Day 5 July 13, 
9:00 - all trying to get started
- Ruth chatting about last night and her conversation with M about having meaningful learning
- C lost her output device, stayed up until 1, up again at 6 trying to figure it out
- M and C unable to get connected again today, recalling steps from yesterday how to change settings, both consulted their notes about how this is done
9:23 - MK helping C with her sound outpug
- Ruth changing her glasses, getting ready for some serious work!
- Colin and MK give short lecture on where we go from here with our work
- met in small room with couches as to our plan, discussed and worked through wording for Steps 1 and 2, worked until almost1:00pm before breaking for lunch
Day 5 July 13, 1:20
1:20 - back at it again,
- MK checking out what we had accomplished with the video, and with our notes
- worked through the remainder of the pm trying to add and subtract video from MM so the file isn't too large to work with, this isn't easy to do!
Michele’s Fieldnotes


Monday July 9, 2007. - Day 1

1.   ADVANCE \d 5Day 1

1:00 Cheryl, Kathy Lee, Bonnie, Ruth and myself came together at one table. We are having a discussion about what genre, type, and approach, we would use to make our video. We decided that we needed to look on the internet to see what possibilities there were to choose from. 

As I began the volume on my computer was on a high setting. I turned down the volume. Everyone in the group was browsing the internet for current videos. A discussion between B and R about writing observations and field notes, this reminded me to write down some notes as I was getting caught up in the trying to use the internet. B said “ It is like a procedural piece be specific.” 

1:45 B K came over to our group, as we were struggling I heard her comment, “it is not about creating the video, it is about the learning.” 

C was having success she kept getting beer commercials in between viewing videos. I heard her say “turn off quickly, I was not expecting a beer commercial.’. I was not having success on the much music site. I after many attempts got the video “Wasted” by Carrrie Underwood but lost very quickly. I spent many more attempts trying to get it back. I heard B comment on the Rhianna video. Everyone seemed to be having success except me. I was becoming frustrated I got up and watched Gwen Stefani’s video 4 in the morning on C’ computer. I looked at the site location axs.muchmusic.com and she was viewing the video playlist. 

A conversation about videos broke out about camera angles and lighting. We also mentioned Nickelback’s If everyone cared video. 

I went back to my computer and tried to find the axs.muchmusic.com finally I found it and the video playlist. Found a beer commercial (now I am happy). I watched Bon Jovi Making a memory video. I could not play anything else. I tried the CMT site I could not play anything (IT).

2:30 B had an idea said “ Idea, I know do from the 80’s. We discussed doing the evolution of music videos start at the beginning clips from the MTV and go to the present. K, B, R, C, and M all searching for videos on the internet. I found find video.com 

K. is working very quietly. 

I have a thought which I vocalized, “I feel like I am wasting time if this was my kids I would be saying you have been on the computer long enough get off now and do something productive.” 

I found the 88’s Bon Jovi “Born to be my Baby” A discussion about the darkness of the video took place. The video consisted of the band playing in the studio. We discussed using Bon Jovi and Madonna in our video based on their longevity in the music industry, to track their videos over time. I found the video for You can’t go home by Bon Jovi it was from 2006 it was full of colour , singing and playing different angles, different scenes,such as the freeway, people working on the habitat for humanity house.

We searched for the history of videos. C tagged the site for all of us. 

2:50 B K found the MTV site and found the first videos they played in 1981.

3:10 . logging off the computer.

9:30 I had a conversation with my 15 year old son who uses movie maker and asked him if he would help. He said he would tomorrow night.

Tuesday July 10, 2007. Day 2

9:50 C and M K wanted us to create a group account on google docs. K and I finished the introductory part. I asked her If she want to set it up or me. She did. I went over to her table and we walked through the steps together as she set up our group. R needed help with her cdli account. 

Our group account was successful. I responded to the group and posted a page. R edited it. (It is exciting. This is more than i have ever done before). I stood up ran back and forth between, R, B, K, and C computers. R was using C computer to access email and google docs. Our group is sitting at different table in the room. I took a picture of K. 

10:30 we stopped our work on the computer for a break. 

10:50 Our group got together. We went back to our computers and started again. I posted another discussion. B replied. R posted a page. I read it. I created a new page. I mixed up email address to I had to look at it send a letter to see what I mixed up. I mixed up .ca it was supposed to be .net

11:10 I took pictures 

11:20 K asked me if the camera had a memory card. I said yes. K said to me to put the pictures on the computer. I replied I do know how. K show me where the memory card was in the camera and where to insert it in the computer. I tried it did not work. (I assumed it didn’t work because the correct program was not installed on my computer )K tried on her computer she could not get the pictures either. 

I revisited the much music site found a button clicked on it moved down to videos, clicked on go came up with videos selected the type SUCCESS! (Yesterday I could not get this site to work, I could not get past the commercials. I was very frustrated, but I went back today and saw another button to click and I had success.)(IT) 

K and C on google docs page conversing back and forth I asked R how to get colour for my writing. 

12:00 Lunch break. 

12:30 Back to the computer. I found the much music retro site.

12:54 I search for CMT videos. (I wanted to see if I would have any more success than yesterday) My attempts were met by the video coming up saying loading then system failure. 

B pointed out machinima I got up and looked_ on her computer screen she was on you tube. 

We opened up movie maker. C talked me through the steps to use movie maker I failed, tried again then success I imported 2 video clips and 2 songs from the movie maker files.

1:55 M K came over to our group she told K what site to go to get downloader. 

I was having trouble with the sound recorder in movie maker. B K came over and searched everything I think she said go ask that group over there. I said I would keep trying. I tried no luck. B suggested that I try the help on the computer. I did I followed those instructions and got the sound recorded.(IT) 

C was on you tube and found Madonna. C L wanted me to install firefox. He talked me through the steps and I installed it. (This is a big deal as before I started this course I had never installed or downloaded anything on my computer.) C L talked me through the installation of VLC media player. Just had to remember to right click and rename file then add .flv (eg. Bonjovi_loving.flv)

Server went down at 2:45.

Wednesday July 11, 2007. – Day3

9:00 arrived got in groups

9:15 began with an attempt to connect to the wireless internet. Kept trying the tried every wireless access available lodge up, lodge up 2, lodge down, main villa nothing worked. Eventually everyone got on but C and I we both have the same laptop and we are the only ones with Windows Vista. C tried all the different locations. Nothing worked. BK tried to help CL and MK tried no luck. Finally the people at marble reset their internet connection. We had to turn off our computers and then log on. Mine worked but C couldn’t get hers back on. She plugged it in. Checked it with my cord still nothing, backtracked cords to the power bar. The power bar was turned off. Turn the bar on at 10:22 C computer worked and she connected to the internet.(IT)

· CL suggested http://vixy.net open you tube copy the URL address paste into http://vixy.net click start. Suggested http://keepvid.com get_video – rename(name.flv) Go through firefox open you tube ,open another firefox and open vixy.net copy URl from you tube paste into vixy.net click start. 

· 10:55 finally I begin down loading videos.

I need a converter. Google search type in avi flv converter free , scroll down to How to convert flv (flash video) to avi site. Select encoder 2nd red sentence , down load copy of free riva download.com Free riva flv encoder2.0 download now click save save to desktop riva encoder ,accept, next, install 

Others had success C and I could not convert files. 12:00 Milan came over to see if he could get it 3 attempts and then it installed instructions. Browse imput videos- output c drive, destination video file change ending from flv to mpeg press encode, tried Milan helped until 12:30. CL was helping C C and I had the same problems. We all assume that the problem is because of Windows Vista. (pretty frustrating as C and I both bought our computers for this course and we aren’t having a lot of success). 

1:00 started back at computer but continued our discussion with what siding B should chose for her home. K suggested to look at realestate sites to find out what looks good. I found the remax site for Barrie then Innsfill, Ontario and found houses near where I spent my childhood on the lake. (It made me feel less frustrated.) 

1:25 search for free downloading converter flv. Computer locked up I pressed escape control alt delete the power button nothing worked. I took the battery out of the back to turn it off. I put the battery back in. Restarted the computer reconnected to the internet, no problem, went back to the same webpage. 

I tried jumpdrive install on my computer it still not let see the videos in windows movie maker. C said her son showed her how using bearshare. Searched google for bearshare installed( I can’t believe how persistent I am being with all the trouble i am having I believe there has to be a way.) CL came over he suggested we copy the mpeg files off K computer and save to an external drive and copy them to our computers. We did put it into movie maker. (I have learned to ask for help rather than not being able to do it.) (IT) 

I wanted to put in titles I ask K she told me I did it. C said you can put the years in she told me to go to edit I did it. 3:05 we finished. I went home.

4:30 on my home computer which has windows xp I installed all the program I used today and they worked to convert flv. to mpegs. 

At 9:30pm I discussed with bg how tired I was. He said he observed I appeared more hyper. I was moving all the time. I told him “I learned so much. The task is large you know what your end goal is even though our finish product concept has evolved, I know where I am going and eventually can get there ,but I know and accept that to get there as I move forward something will occur to block my progress and I have to find a way around it. If I keep trying I find another route. (thought to learn you have to want to and be persistent. Knowing that it is not about what you can’t do it is about what you can do and how to use this knowledge to move forward on a continuous basis. The roadblocks don’t stop you find a way around just like a detour on the road. You follow another route to get where you are going. Keep learning and moving forward.)

Thursday July 12, 2007. – Day 4

Arrive at 9:00 set up, got on the internet right away. C had trouble. She used my mouse to log off. Looked at my machine looked at hers the difference was I had a blue light over my mouse pad she had a red one. I pushed on her button and it turned red. Everything okay. (IT) I put on movie maker played bonjovi let’s make a memory. Ask K if she seen this video. She said no She said she would download it. I told her I had on my memory stick did she want to use that she said yes. I gave it to her and she sent it to her desktop it didn’t work she copied the video and pasted to her desktop. 

9:40 C discussed articles sent and about the internet being sketchy. Read 2-3 articles well and use them rather than read many and don’t know them well. He talked about the general purpose. 

9:50 downloaded skype connected to K, B, R, and C.

10:15 off line. C and my computer lost the internet connection. R, MK tried to reconnect. MK search the internet on her laptop for windows vista trouble connecting to a wireless internet. She found a site and told C and I to go to her computer and read. We read a help blog which told us step by step how to fix the problem. /We wrote down what to do. We had to check the power setting needed to be on power save. (IT)

Expand power setting 

Wireless adapter setting

Power saving mode

Maximum power setting

Followed the steps I had to go back and reread at one point just to make sure I understood which setting to select.

11:30 success back on the internet. (IT)

I went back into skype and updated my profile. I made a weeme pictures. Had trouble saving it to my computer took a lunch break 

Browsed Wikipedia for information on bin jovi videos. Tried bonjovi homepage information was not as clear . Went back to the Wikipedia site. 

1:00 RS joined our group. Found Bruce Springsteen videos found a ripped video with parts of various videos put to the music of born to run. Thought it might be a good idea to do with bon jovi.

Browsed internet for bon jovi information the Wikipedia site good remembered that I had not tagged it I tagged open del.cio.us password error had to reset password. While waiting I took some pictures of our group working. Had a snack. C lost her internet connection. 2:30 I was on del.icio.us tagged the Wikipedia site about bon jovi. 

Read more about the band and the timeline of his music. 

3:10 shut my computer. 

On way home Mar K and I discussed how tiring working this hard was and the implications on our students in the classroom. We think we need group work in a big classroom and students should be able to stand or sit and be able to break if they need to. 

7:00 pm R and I were talking on skype. She said that she was downloading videos and converting them into flv then mpeg files to use in movie 
maker. She said she didn't have similar taste in music as us. (Thought: In order to learn to make videos R had to make it meaningful. As students in this masters course, we are constantly 
reading about this, this has major implications for our teaching, we need to make learning meaningful for our students or allow them to make it meaningful for themselves.)

Friday July 13, 2007.-Day 5

9:00 am arrive and set up. Internet connection not working. Took out my notes from yesterday went back and followed the steps and the internet connected. (fixing it myself following the steps I wrote down yesterday was a great confidence builder.)

9:10 went to the del.icio.us sit could not get back in, went clicked on the forgot password button. Put my email address in sent for a new password . discovered that it was not the wrong password today or yesterday it was the wrong user name. I not using kmtetford I am using mkyoung.(IT) 

I am on the del.icio.us site and brought up the tags for the bonjovi Wikipedia site and viewed the site.

9:20 CL talked to whole group about data reducing it to 4-5 pages. To the stuff we are going to talk about in our paper. 

12:15 went to small room for group discussion to figure out the broad task. 

We are going to use google docs to write our paper. 

K showed us the you tube video “Shift Happens” Thought this would be great to include in our movie. 

Went back to searching for music. This time we were searching for songs about change . B found “Waiting on the world to change” by John Mayer. 

(Thought we can’t wait for the world to change the world is changing and we have to be part of it as individuals and as teachers.)

3:15 shut down computer.

 ADVANCE \d 5Ruth’s fieldnotes
On Monday (morning, time unknown):
~ the Instructor tells us how to get into the MSVU website and use www.scholar.google.com. She came around to ensure we were able to do it.

~ Marg Kelly came by and told me how to add people (your network).

At 1:45 pm:
~ We are in our groups. I do not know where to begin.
~ My team members seem to be looking up different music videos. 
~ I am not sure how to help; I have never done this. 
~ I hear them mention CMT country and Much Music. How can this info. help me?
~ I am wondering if dec.icio.us/network/rutmar is a search engine like google. 
~ I go to google search and typed ‘make music videos’, ‘making a music video’, ‘free instruction on making a music video’ and ‘how to make a music video’. I am asked to install Adobe flash back player. I do not know if I should. I get out of that site. I go into www.onetruemedia.com. I tabbed that site for the others. It 
has instructions on how to make a video. I am finding the language on the computer too difficult for me to understand. I think I need a course in the language 
of the computer domain.

At 2:30 pm: 
~ Cheryl went into www.findvideos.com.

At 3:10 pm:
~ I am logging off. 

At 8:55 pm:
~ Today has been very frustration for me. 
~ Will I ever learn to make a music video? Am I being a drag on our group's success? I feel a strong urge to quit and let others go on? After de-fuzzing two shirts and a blanket and making seafood chowder I have come to the realization that, if I want to pass these two courses, I have to learn how to make a music video. 
~ The way I see, there are only two places that this information can come from: inside myself or outside myself. Since I practically have NO experience with music videos -- I almost never listen to music, I watch even fewer music videos and I have never cut or spliced digital information (outside of WordPerfect word documents) – I feel, for the first time, that I am unable to rely on using any information that is within my own head (past experience) to solve this problem.
~ In the past, when I had a problem, I could go to sleep and during the course of the night my brain would rearrange the information that I had gathered from past experience and I would awake having figure out a solution.
~ Since I have no past experiences to call upon in this matter I feel that I must go to outside sources to solve this problem. I spent the afternoon googling ‘how to make a music video’, but it got me no where. I am thinking that I will phone my daughter and ask her where I might be able to start. 

At 9:10 pm:
~ I call my daughter, but I get no answer.

At 9:15 pm:
~ I google “first music video ever made” and go into this site – http://uk.answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20061016044944AAUB8Ob. 
~ I get this information by Douglas B – Queen’s Bohemian Rhapsody is considered the first music video. The song was released in the UK in 1975. The first video played on MTV was Video Killed The Radio Star (by The Buggles) but not until Michael Jackson's Billie Jean was MTV taken seriously, and seen as an alternative to radio.
~ I want to find Queen’s music video. How do I find music videos? 
~ I am going to look in my course syllabus. The course syllabus says that we should have decided in today’s meeting which genre we would be using to make our music video. It seems to me that the group decided that we were not using one genre, but tracing the growth of music videos. I don’t know how to get started. 
~ I am going to google ‘MTV’. I find http://www.mtv.ca/video/#upPlayer. I am left thinking that music videos are a mishmash of music, pictures and talk. 
~ I am thinking that in a Music video making activity we should not be trying to splice together pieces of other people’s videos, but that we should be video taping someone singing, playing and acting out the song. But what do I know. I seem to know the least about what we are doing.

At 10:50 pm:
~ I am going to bed so I can operate tomorrow.

On Tuesday, July 10 at 11:35 am: 
~ I have just spent the morning trying to activate and use www.docs.google.com. 
~ I was doing pretty well, but I ran into some trouble and asked Michele K. to help me get to a certain page, but I understood her as having said I should just try and not ask other people. I reminded her that she had just told another student and she told me I should have been listening. I figured I should not be listening to everyone’s conversation, but when I realized I needed to know something that they were talking about I had missed several steps. If we all need to learn something, my attention needs to be gotten right at the beginning.
At 1:42 pm:
~ I just copied the URL for “Video Killed the Radio Star” (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pe9FMoElCoU) and now several of our group are trying to use Michele’s instructions for putting it into another website so it can then be used into the program Movie Maker. 
~ I know that I have not been very helpful, but by just playing around with the programs I must be starting to learn something because I am not quite as stressed as I was. 

At 2:47 pm:
~ I just downloaded firefox. 
~ I am finding that I am best able to learn when the group supports each other’s learning. When I am able to ask a question and get a straight answer, I learn well. 
~ I am finding that I learn well from Kathy Lee. She asks how I am doing, makes quiet suggestions, and gives me time to do the things that she suggests.
~ I am also comfortable around Bonnie because I am feeling that she may also be having similar difficulties to me. I think I like it when we both figure thing out together.
~ Cheryl seems to know more about what we are doing than the rest of. She seems so much more comfortable than the rest of us. It makes me uncomfortable. 
~ Michele Y. seems so quick doing everything that I am unable to keep up with her. I feel like I am unable to even try. 

On Wednesday, July 11 at 10:33 am:
~ Colin is helping us get some of the programs that we need to be able to download and convert music videos into files that we can use. 
~ I am finding that I am unable to remember and comprehend all the information. I am listening and using as much of it as I feel I can at this time.

At 12:08 pm:
~ I am truly frustrated. I have been trying, for maybe an hour or more, to use some of the programs that I have downloaded. I tried just about everything to play a music video. I finally googled “free video music” and got the song I Need You by Tim McGraw. I am able to play this one, but I am not able to find a URL for that particular song. The only URL is for the Web site which contains all the songs. 
~ I turn and ask for help from others who seem to know much more about computers than I, but no one is able to help. ~ I am noticing that all the other members of my group are getting help. Milan is downloading programs onto Bonnie’s computer and is advising Kathy Lee about which programs that we need to download music videos, change their file type and get them into Movie Maker where we can edit them. 
~ Why am I afraid to ask people to help me? I can not handle this at this time. I walking away. Perhaps someone will help me later – or perhaps I will just be left alone.
At1:20 pm:
~ I left feeling frustrated and I am returning feeling no better. 
~ Others now have sites on their computer that we need, but I don’t. What do I do? I guess I will try to find a URL for some music video. 
~ I ask Kathy Lee which programs she downloaded. She told me that I needed to download Riva FLV Encoder 2.0 and then copy my music video into http://Keepvid.com. This should convert flv files into mpeg files. 
~ I go to my computer and googled Riva FLV Encoder 2.0. I am unable to find the same file that the others have downloaded. 

Moments later:
~ Struggling not to become overwhelmed with my frustration, I remember that Milan is easy to talk to and has helped me out before. I go to him and tell him that I am having difficulty downloading the same programs that he helped the others download. (IT) 
~ Bobbie, who was sitting next to him, said that she had all the rules written down and that she would email them to me.
~ I return to my group and receive the email a couple minutes later. I try to follow her instructions, but I am still running into difficulty. I take my computer to Milan’s table and he tells me I am not going into the correct site and he downloads Riva FLV Encoder 2.0 for me. 
~ I ask him how I should go about downloading http://Keepvid.com and he says that it is not a program that I can download, but it is a site like vixy.net that we just bring up and use to convert file text from flv to mpeg.
~ With this information, I go back to my own table and bring up http://Keepvid.com and try to place the music video I Need You by Tim McGraw into it renaming the file with .flv after it. 
~ While looking at the video online I find myself having trouble figuring out the URL for the video. Ready to quit I start to shut down my sites (to look for another video) when a screen pops up allowing me to email the video to a friend. I email it to myself. After this, I find this URL in my email http://music.yahoo.com/video/44484386. I typed this into the URL slot in http://Keepvid.com but it won’t work. Michele comes by and suggests it is not the URL. I look back into my email to check. She suggests I click on it. I do and the video comes up. The following URL is now on the top in the URL space. Michele suggests I find another music video, but I have invested too much time to quit so I type it into the slot and it works. The correct URL is: http://video.music.yahoo.com/up/music/music/?rn=13017978&vid=44484386&stationId=&curl=%2Fmusicvideos%2F. 
~ I save this new file onto my desktop. I then take it and bring it into Riva FLV Encoder 2.0 where I believe I change the .flv to .mpeg. 
~ When Bonnie says that she is at the same place I am, but is unable to get the cursor to go into the box I remember that Kathy Lee had said earlier that I was to click into the browser box. I tell Bonnie. We both do it and it works.
On Thursday, July 12 at 1:17 pm:
~ Thanks to Kathy Lee, after all morning I have been able to download Skype, add my group members, customize my picture and change the volume of the speakers by going into tools – options – audio setting.

At 1:25 pm:
~ Cheryl, Michele Y. and Bonnie are talking to Renee about possible ways to ways to approach doing the video. 
~ Cheryl and Michele are having difficulty with their computers. 
~ Bonnie and I are trying to figure out how to download videos. 
~ Kathy Lee is helping us when we run into difficulties that we are unable to solve.

At 2:00 pm:
~ Colin has come along. 
~ He is trying to help me. 
~ I run into difficulty shortly after he leaves. 

Moments later:
~ Milan is standing a short distance away from me talking to someone. He notices me looking at him. When their conversation ends he comes by and asks if I am having difficulty. 
~ He gives me a few pointers and I write them all down. 
~ I try them out, but I run into further difficulties. 
~ Realizing what I am able to do and where my difficulties are, I am able to ask Kathy Lee pertinent questions. 

At 3:30 pm:
~ I have successfully completed the task that I was trying to do all afternoon. A little success sure feels good. 
At 8:45 pm:
~ I just finished downloading a video, converting it into a mpeg file and putting it into Movie Maker. I have written the following step-by-step instructions for how to do it. I will use these to help me repeat the steps when I go to move more music videos. 
~ Steps for getting a music video from www.youtube.com into Movie Maker.
1. Double click on either Internet Explorer of Moxilla Firefox.
• Type www.youtube.com into the URL space and press ENTER.
• Find the song you want by typing its name or a singer’s name into the YouTube search box and click on SEARCH.
• Look down through the possible songs and click on the one you want to hear.
• Highlight the URL, right click and left click on copy.• Minimize the screen.
3. Open a new screen on the internet by clicking on either Internet Explorer or Mozilla Firefox. 
• Type www.Keepvid.com or www.videodownloader.net into the URL space and press ENTER.
• Click in the long white strip which is inside the long green strip.
• Right click and left click on paste.
• Click the white DOWNLOAD in the green box.
• Click Download Link found just under the grey Download box.
• Double click OK for Save to Disk.
• Minimize the little Download box.
4. Go to Desktop, right click on the song icon, left click on rename, type a new name under the video icon using no numbers, spaces or capitals (if you want a space, use a _), add .flv on the end and press ENTER.
• Minimize all screens.
5. Go to Desktop, double click on Riva FLV Encoder 2.0.
• Left click on the input Browse, left click on the ‘new video name’ which will appear in the box, and left click on Open.
• Go to the ‘Destination video file’ box and erase the flv and replace it with mpeg.
• Double left click on the Encode box.
• Wait to see 'Encoding successful!' in the ‘Result’ box at the bottom of the screen.
6. Go to Desktop, left click Start, move cursor to Programs, left click on Windows Movie Maker.
• left click task, left click Import Video, left click on the video name (it will appear as the file name), and left click Import. 

At 9:25 pm:~ I just got off Skype. I was talking with Bonnie. She contacted me to check out how Skype would work from her home. We chatted about what each of us was doing. I told her that I was downloading music videos that used sunshine as a metaphor. She said that she was going to type up her field notes. At that point I told her about the process I went through to record my field notes.
~ On Monday I started recording on the left side of each page of an exercise book. I had drawn a line down the middle of each page. By the end of the day I felt that I had a big mess (my hand writing is messy and I dread doing it), so I decided to type them up in WordPerfect using columns. I did that, but I discovered a problem with my system. As I complete the left column it continues into the right column. I thought I might solve this problem by discontinuing my column at the end of the left column and then starting it up again on the next page. I worked with that for two days when I realized that my reflections might be longer that my observations and that would full up all my columns and discontinue columns. That was when I got the idea to put my field notes in a table. All cells across a line will expand as you need them. I have not encountered any problems with this methods yet. 

At about 11:10 pm:
~ I discovered about 30 minutes ago that several of my cells have everything underlined and I am unable to turn off the underline. I have tried the usual – click the U icon, gone into format and clicked and double clicked the underline buttons. Nothing seems to work. 
~ I am now starting to fear that I may have picked up a virus from the internet. I feel like I have taken a couple steps ahead and sled back a long way.
~ The tears and the feeling of needles in my right eye is really starting to bother me. I hope it is better by tomorrow.

On Friday, July 13 at 9:40 am:
~ After asking for help from several people who appeared to me to be people who are competent on computers but were unable to solve my problem, I went into my Reveal Codes and deleted every underline and undo. After doing that I discovered that my problem was solved.
~ I am not sure what caused the problem. 
At 10:02 am:
~ I just went into my Windows Movie Maker to see if I might be able to download another film, but first I looked to see what was there. When I did I realized that the video “You are my sunshine” did not have any movie with it when I played it. 
~ I thought that if I dragged the video icon down below, perhaps it would play. It didn’t so I thought that perhaps I needed to put it on the second line as well. When I did the song started playing twice, but started at a different times. I believed I have accidentally discovered how to overlay videos. 
At 3:15 pm:
~ I hear my group say that it would be nice to show the development of music videos. 
~ I googled several terms before I discover, what the others seem to think is a great video about change. It is a mobile ad about evolution. I start to use the step-by-step instructions that I typed up last night to take the music video, do the conversions and put it into Movie Maker. 
~ Michele K., wanting to hurry me up, does the first few steps. I will finish the process when I get home.

At 7:30 pm.
~ I have been trying for two hours but I am unable to put the mobile ad into Movie Maker. I started from scratch and when I went to rename the music video file I found that it had two lots of flv after the name. I try deleting only one flv and replacing it with mpeg. That does not work. I try deleting both flvs and replacing it with mpeg. That did not work. ~ I tried a step that Colin had used earlier to check whether we really had the video and I did. I do not know what do now. 
~ I am unable to keep my right eye open. Even though I have anti-glare eye glasses and have started to use an anti-glare screen over my computer screen I am still having great difficulty. I am going to stay away from the computer screen for a couple days to see if my eye can get some relief. 





