Brethren:


What a thrill it has been for me to serve this last year as your Worshipful Master.  The year flew by before I knew it.  The support of the officers was invaluable.  I want to say a special “thank you” to Worshipful Brother Bill George, our lodge secretary.  Without his wisdom, guidance and assistance, no worshipful master could make it.  Thanks, Bill.


We had an eventful year at Corinthian Lodge #265.  We initiated five members, passed one brother to the degree of Fellowcraft, and raised one brother to the sublime degree of Master Mason.  Once again Right Worshipful Brother Lee Winnie served our Masonic district as District Deputy Grand Master, in addition to providing a good part of our lectures in the degrees.  This year we had the very special honor of hosting a school of instruction in January, which was taught by our Grand Lecturer Randall Jones.  District Deputy Grand Lecturer Robert Weikel of Sedalia was also in attendance and helped keep us all in line.  We worked very closely with out brethren from Knob Noster and had a joint meeting in February as well as holding a special “Rusty Nail” degree for masons at the Missouri Veterans Home.  RWB Lee Winnie consecrated the chapel as a Masonic lodge.  We hope to utilize this facility again.  A special thanks goes to Brother Fox and Worshipful Brother Wilcher of Knob Noster for spearheading that project.  It was very moving and meaningful to all who attended.  I hope that these joint efforts can carry forward.


We also served our community as Masons this year.  The Ding-a-Lings raised over $4,200 for the Johnson County Salvation Army with the annual December bell ringing at Wal-Mart.  We supported a Warrensburg student on an international trip, and contributed to the middle school empty bowl project to help the homeless and hungry.  Again this year we awarded a scholarship to a local student to help with expenses for attending Central Missouri State University.  I am proud to see our lodge live up to the Masonic ideals that make our fraternity so great.


I am pleased (and a little relieved) to report that the Lodge was again recognized this year with a Grand Lodge Achievement Award.  This is our 21st, and would not have been possible without the help of a lot of brothers.  Thank you.


Sadly, we lost a few of our members this year, as is always the case.  The following brethren have joined the celestial lodge above, where the Supreme Architect of the Universe resides:  Clay Jent, Stephen Pearce, and Odell Wagner.


I will not ever forget my year as Master of Corinthian Lodge #265.  Thank you for the honor and the opportunity.  Live in peace, and may the God of love and peace delight to dwell with and bless you.

Fraternally,

Douglas B. Harris

Worshipful Master 2002-2003
