Let’s have fun with hypotheticals.  Suppose using waterboard torture will give you timely information that would save a major slaughter of civilians, and suppose there is no other way to get that information in a timely way.   Then what?  
Okay.  Let’s try another one.  Suppose using waterboard torture will not give you timely information that will allow you to save a major slaughter of civilians, and suppose there are other non-torture methods that would give you that information.  Then what?

Let’s try another scenario.  Suppose there is no method that will give you that timely, live saving information.  Then what?

Now comes the tricky question.  How do you know, supposing you are not God, which of the above situations you are really faced with?  Are you better off using torture when you are uncertain, or when you believe mistakenly that torture will work?

It is a fact that the use of torture is illegal, both by U.S. law and the international law our nation has formally agreed to.   
What will happen to our country if we don’t prosecute Bush, Cheney, Rumsfeld, and others for their authorization of torture?   Will our nation be torn apart if we insist that Presidents are not above the law by prosecuting George W Bush and his cronies for their war crimes?
