Competition for goods and services in the market is a good thing, a wonderful thing, almost a heavenly thing to fiscal conservatives and libertarians.  Fine.  So let’s add more competition and choice to the market demand for health care.  Let’s put a gov’t run Public Option into the mix.
But, some conservatives cry, this is not fair.  Private insurers cannot compete with a gov’t run not-for-profit program.  The private companies’ costs of doing business (to make a profit) are bound to be higher than a program subsidized by our tax dollars.

What!  What happened to the idea of free trade and free competition so trumpeted in our trade treaties like NAFTA?  Here the apostles of private enterprise said free competition was far better than fair competition.  Fair competition would allow for the protection of labor, environmental, and due process concerns, but the apostles of free enterprise said that was just provincial thinking that would harm the global economy.

In the dog-eat-dog value system of big business, free competition means that the larger and more powerful corporations will tend to control a larger share of the market, and they will drive the smaller businesses out of business.  That is the nature of economic Darwinism.
So, what difference does it make if a gov’t financed health care program is more competitive than those operated by private insurance companies?   It simply means that, in the free market place of competition, the gov’t financed program is better at meeting a consumer demand than the insurance industry.  This is Survival of the Fittest according to the Gospel of Free Market Competition.

Free “marketeers” who are thinking clearly and not being hypocrites should welcome the expansion of competition and choice in the market place, even with regard to health care.   Most of us should not fear this change.   We already have many of our needed services  run and financed by tax dollars and the government:  police and fire departments, parks,

water and sewer operations, Medicare, Medicaid, Social Security, public schools, and national defense.

Let’s tell the scaremongers pushing lies about national health care reform to take a hike or chill out!

