TheEvilOfSchoolVouchersForSchoolKids

Let's cut through the B.S.  If it is choice parents want, give each parent (below a certain income level) vouchers to send their kids to a different public school in their State.  To make sure there are such good public schools for such vouchers, fund all schools at the same high level.  But wait, if all schools receive the same high funding support from the citizenry, the odds that parents will see any point to sending their kids to a different public school...will be very low.

Overall, there is no evidence that private schools are always or usually of higher quality in terms of the education they offer than public schools.  Indeed, it may well be the opposite.

If a person simply wants to send their kids to a private church-sponsored school (to be more godly), that is fine (though perhaps not for the kids' development), but this should not be paid for with public tax dollars.  The Constitution makes a strong suggestion that this is not okay by saying Congress shall make no law regarding establishment of religion (1st Amendment) and by Article 6 where it says that no religious oath or test can be a requirement for holding any civic office under the authority of the USA.

Finally, whatever is paid for by State funding needs to be regulated in the same way, no matter whether it is public or private. Giving public money to an entity (AIG, GM, Chrysler, or the Blessed Little Lady of Strapping Fine Education by the Lake...) without having strings attached is nutty and irresponsible--plus it is simply not fair to regulate public schools, but not private schools who receive public funds.

Publicly funded education was instituted so that all kids could have a chance to a good life, or a better life than their parents, when they leave school.  It is upward mobility and equal opportunity for the poor and middle class to compete in society with the kids of the very wealthy.  If this dies, the hopes of many generations die with it.
