Saving Our Nation from Sith Lords

Soon the new President and Attorney General will have to decide whether to begin prosecutions of Bush, Cheney and many members of the “Bush league” team for violations of the law, especially for war crimes.  Given Obama’s professed desire to look forward and to “bring us together,” I doubt these prosecutions will occur.

The usual argument is that this cannot be done because to do so would be too painful for our country and would tear us apart.  This is nonsense.  Most Americans are not egg shell fragile and do not base their life hopes on the fate of the President.  Furthermore, any accused criminal can make the same case in his defense:  “We need to look forward, not at punishing me for what I did.”

How about getting a bi-partisan commitment at the national level that no matter who is President (DEM, GOP, or Green) that person will be prosecuted if there is substantial evidence of their breaking the law?   The way it works now is a silly and constipated game that both major parties play.  When a member of their Party is in the White House, they say it is preposterous even to think a President is an outlaw.  When a member of the other Party is President, they have little problem with such an accusation.

Our Republic and our democratic traditions are in deep peril if we allow Presidents to be above the law.  Presidents will always claim that their “bending” the law is necessary for the greater good of national security.  This is the path to Hitler and Caesar.

Let Presidents defend themselves against any impeachment charges, and let ex-Presidents have their day in court.  They will seldom be able to defend their law-breaking in the light of day.  Let a jury decide whether what they did what really in the service of the greater good.

In the face of perpetual war and national chaos, we are being led from Republic to Empire by forces very much like Sith Lords, and we are very short on Jedi Knights.

