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Even if they loathed the Bush-Cheney regime and their policies, many people are convinced it would be a bad idea, a distraction from more important matters, for the Obama Justice Department to prosecute Bush, Cheney, and their accomplices for war crimes and violations of U.S. law.  Likewise, they would have opposed, as did Speaker Pelosi, bringing impeachment proceedings against Bush-Cheney.
From both sides of the aisle, members of Congress introduced impeachment articles against Bush.  They were Ohio Rep. Dennis Kucinich for the DEMS and Texas Rep. Ron Paul for the GOP.  Both men are highly educated, Kucinich with a master’s degree and Paul with a doctorate, and both are considered fringe elements of their party.

Now there are many who love the war on terrorism tactics of the Bush regime, and there are also many who know very little about our Constitution or international law.  I have nothing to say to them except I wish them a quick Rapture or a lot more “hillbilly heroin.”
I want to address those well informed people who know that the Bush-Cheney team did many illegal things, including committing impeachable offenses, yet who nevertheless 

(1) felt impeachment was a bad idea and (2) who now feel the same about prosecuting the Bush-Cheney team for war crimes.

They have two arguments.  One, it will be a distraction from the more pressing issues facing Congress and our Justice Department, bringing our government to a halt and causing societal breakdown.  Two, it will be viewed as political partisanship and create greater division within our country.  

For me, this perspective raises questions.  First, don’t we know that Congress and the Justice Department are large organizations capable of multi-tasking?  They can handle impeachment and prosecutions while also addressing other important issues like the global economic meltdown and global warming.   A special committee of Congress went through a prolonged inquiry into the Nixon Watergate crimes while our gov’t was in the last stages of the Vietnam War.  Nixon resigned rather than face impeachment. The sky did not fall in, and the nation was not thrown into chaos.  
The GOP proceeded with their impeachment of Clinton, sending their formal accusations to the Senate for trial.  Once again, we survived.  In neither case do we have evidence that Congress would have actually done something more substantial had they not been focused on impeaching Nixon or Clinton.  Given some of the foolish and corrupt actions of Congress, might it be true, at least sometimes, that we are better off as a nation when they are unable to act.
Second, so what if putting Bush, Cheney, and their accomplices on trial has negative and divisive consequences?  So what if moving to do so will be viewed by many as political partisanship?   To begin with, politics is mostly a partisan game in which you hope to defend your own team and defeat the opposition.  Hello!  Second, should we not do the right thing even when we fear it will be perceived by many as having ulterior motives?   
Concerning such action causing division and disunity-- is being unified and free from conflict our highest goal?   For Christians who actually know the whole Jesus story, they will recall that Jesus said the came not to bring peace, but a sword, to turn child against parent and parent against child…whenever they chose a path different from the one preached by Jesus.  In other words, family discord is imperative when parents or kids make the wrong choices (as defined by Jesus).   Do we have to be knowledgeable Christians to see the wisdom in this?   Family unity and loyalty is not the highest goal!
Don’t we know that doing what is right and healthy can cause pain and disharmony?   President Lincoln could have said to the South, 
Can’t we all get along?  So you all need your slaves, and the slavery does help our global economy.  In the interest of unity, I won’t make any fuss about it.  No point in sowing further division in our nation.

Clearly, he did not steer our nation according to such thinking.   The result?  After our nation’s bloodiest war (for us), slavery was ended, our nation remained one nation--yet most people in the south seethed with resentment, resistance, and hideous violence toward “their negroes” for 100 years.  Was it worth it?
Don’t we also know that our nation is deeply divided and has been for many decades?
For example, Clinton won his first term after receiving only 42 % of the popular vote.  The last three elections have been decided by rather narrow margins of the popular vote, and the Bush-Gore election found the loser gaining a bit more of the popular votes cast.  It is clear that about half of the voters are voting against whoever becomes President of the United States.   Many voters feel the national elections are rigged, and the 2000 election was a fiasco as far as all sides were concerned.   Now there are many folks who believe President Obama is a secret Muslim, a fascist, and even the anti-Christ.  Is this the unity we need to protect and preserve?

Finally, granting there will be some negative effects of putting the “Bushies” on trial, are there no negative consequences if we fail to hold them accountable?   Nixon resigned to avoid being impeached, then was pardoned of various criminal charges by his chosen successor, Gerald Ford.  People serving under Nixon included Cheney and Rumsfeld.  Did they learn from this that it is worthwhile to bend or break the law because you will not be punished for doing so?  Did they learn that, as Nixon said, if the President says it’s legal, it is legal?   Was that a good example to set?  Was our nation made safer or more honorable by treating a Presidential criminal with kid gloves?  Were Rumsfeld and Cheney emboldened to break laws while serving under Bush because they knew they likely would not be held legally accountable for their actions?
We know that the Nixon arrogance would be repeated by President Reagan and his team.  Laws were broken, impeachable offenses were committed, and some Reagan team members were convicted of felonies (including Oliver North).  What was the result?  Even though Reagan authorized a secret armed force, not accountable to Congress, and even though he admitted he had lied to the nation about authorizing a weapons-for-hostage deal with the nation’s enemies—the Congress began no impeachment process, and all loyal team convicted criminals ended up receiving Presidential pardons.  Was all this a result of the earlier “get out of jail card” issued to Nixon and his cronies?
Is it important that our citizens feel that our government is worthy of respect?  Is it important that citizens feel we are a nation of equal treatment under the law?  Will large numbers of our citizens lose faith in their government and its willingness to enforce a single standard of law and justice for all?  
Will the gov’t need to be increasingly coercive to enforce law and order because citizens are no longer much inclined to cooperate unless compelled to do so?  Won’t citizens be more inclined to violate the law if they feel they can get away with it… because they have lost respect for the lawmakers and law enforcers? 
Will there be a leadership drain.  Will those who are more aware and caring about the ideals of our society become so disillusioned that they are not inclined to participate in government—feeling that the System is not the solution, but the Problem.  Will this  leave only those who are willing to play along with the corrupt system (for self serving purposes) to be our rulers?   Won’t this lead the political corruption to become more widespread and entrenched, further undermining our Constitution’s requirement that government serve justice and the general welfare of “We the People?”
Finally, are all these negative consequences of less importance than those effects people seek to avoid by not holding Presidents and their accomplices legally accountable for their violations of law and their oath of office?   In my view, they are more important, and I think we are largely a nation of people living in denial and delusion.  We are denying we are engaged in a life-threatening pattern of behavior, much like the alcoholic, drug addict, or spouse-abuser.  We feel we have no problem, or at least, it is not a big problem.  We feel it will only grow into a big problem if we focus too much attention on it—making a mountain out of mole hill.  We are like the child who feels the monster under his bed cannot really hurt him as long as the child pulls the blanket over his head…so he cannot see the monster.  If he cannot see the monster, he is safe.
We are not safe, and our Republic is, and has been, in grave danger.  We have been gravely harmed by the fools and fanatics of Nixon, Reagan, and Bush.  These “Deciders” and their loyal foot-soldiers have marched us down the road toward fascism, and so far, our Congress and Courts have done nothing to save us from such extremism.   

Equally sad, many well-informed and caring citizens have chosen to deal with this by pulling their “blankies” over their heads.  They want to “look forward,” not dwell on the past…but please don’t make them look forward toward anything too discomforting.  They want it all to be good, a different approach to Triumph of the Will.
