Prophetic Republican Eisenhower Ignored

Republican two-term President and WW 2 general, Dwight Eisenhower, warned the nation of the insidious threat to our country posed by the growing military-industrial complex.  That warning came in 1960 and fell on mostly deaf ears.
Eisenhower served in WW 2, brought the fighting in the Korean War to a halt, and presided over the intense early years of the Cold War with the Soviet Union.  He knew we live in a dangerous world, and he knew we could make it less safe by a dumb military policy.

What GOP Eisenhower knew was that the nation had become addicted to military spending, military jobs, and military private contractors.  He knew that this addiction had grown from the immense military spending for WW 2, fear of Communism, and the widespread feeling that the military-oriented economy had helped bring us out the Great Depression.

Eisenhower knew that, if not checked, the military-industrial lobby would exert a choke hold on our nation and dictate our nation’s foreign policy.  Eisenhower was prophetic.   Our economy is heavily tilted toward industry that produces the gadgetry of warfare.   Many, many jobs in almost every one of the 50 states depend on the regular stimulus of military spending.
For the last half century, mainstream Democrats and Republicans in Washington D.C. have wined, dined, and danced the bullet-head tango with the lobbyists who profit from our super strong military establishment.  What’s good for Lockheed, Blackwater, and Haliburton is considered what’s good for the country.

During the current global economic crisis, don’t expect Obama or the D.C. DEMs to head in any new direction.  It may well be that Obama’s commitment to keep U.S. troops in Iraq for the indefinite future and to escalate the war effort in Afghanistan is just his way of bowing to the military-industrial lobby.  It may be just his way of acknowledging that our nation is hooked on military spending just as much as a junkie is hooked on heroin.

