The House of Representatives led by Speaker Pelosi, most House Democrats, and a few Republicans have passed a bill to tax 90 % of any CEO bonus money received from Congress bail out funds.  This is unconstitutional demagoguery.
They are using illegal means to accomplish a good goal.  They should have put strings on the bailout money so that such bonuses could not be awarded.  They could have also attached strings to the bailout so that companies accepting this taxpayer welfare were compelled to fire their incompetent or corrupt CEOs.

The Constitution bans Congress from passing either bills of attainder or ex post facto laws.  The first amounts to Congress punishing people for a crime without a trial, and the second occurs when they pass a law which changes the rules after the fact—in this case the tax code in existence when the bonuses were offered these creepy executive officers.
Who knows whether those who voted for this bill are ignorant of the Constitutional limitations on Congress, but after the many abuses and violations committed by Bush-Cheney, the last thing we need is more lawless arrogance by any branch of government.

Hopefully, the Senate will not also pass this legislation, and if it does, President Obama should veto it.    
