On Loyalty

Loyalty is a virtue, but it is, by no means, the best guide to doing the right thing.  Being fair and being just are higher virtues, and to be just, you have to avoid being an extremist.
Being loyal to any one thing, at the expense of all other considerations, is a vice.

Being loyal to a friend, family member, team, or political party can be good, or it can be bad, depending on the behavior of the friend, family member, etc.  If we know a friend has a habit of abusing his spouse, emotionally and physically, we are not doing the right thing by being silent or by acting as if there is no problem.

If a family member has committed murder, we are not being virtuous if, out of loyalty, you lie to the police when they ask us about it.  If being loyal to our team’s winning the championship game means we must cheat to assure victory, we should prefer to lose rather than win dishonorably.
If a political party demands we support the Party even when we believe they are behaving dishonorably, we should reject those demands.   Political parties and the zealous partisans who fuel their operations are a long way from having infallible character.  They are not gods worthy of our devotion.
Our first loyalty should be to doing what is fair and honorable, and all other considerations should have lower priority.  This goes for faith in God as well.  Having faith in a loving and just God is a virtue.  Being loyal to a hateful or vengeful deity is unworthy and terribly dangerous.
