   President Obama is going to do what many of us feared.  He is not going to completely withdraw our military forces from Iraq, but plans instead to leave a “contingency” force of perhaps 50,000 troops there indefinitely.  Furthermore, he will send more troops to Afghanistan.

   So, with Obama we get a continuation of U.S. imperial policy “lite,’ the “Republicrat” agreement to be the police force for planet Earth.   They haggle over tactics, but they agree on the basics. 

   President Truman was a hawkish Democrat who never met an atomic bomb he didn’t like.   Democrat Kennedy escalated Eisenhower’s Vietnam adventure into a larger war.  Democrat LBJ took the baton and escalated the violence to a major war.  The “Quaker” President Nixon escalated the war to new heights as his secret peace plan.  In between the Bush family Iraq wars, Democrat Clinton managed to get his bona fides by launching the war in Bosnia and attacking Somalia.

   Poor President Carter is known as a weak and failed President because he  refrained from going to war in the Middle East over the Iranian hostage crisis.  All he did was bring together in peace two of the great enemies of the that region:  Egypt and Israel.   A true Peacemaker in the spirit of Jesus, but not the pillar of bluster and force demanded by modern Romans for our Pax Americana.

    So Iraq will become” another Korea,” and we will have an army fort there to keep the local “indians” under control.  Obama joins a long line of Presidents who feel the need to keep our many outposts  (737 bases) around the world ready for action.  You never know when the local “savages” will have an uprising and leave the reservation.

