Let’s get the “sin” tax bandwagon rolling.  At present and for many years, the main target has been tobacco products, although during the Great Depression, the target was booze, and they banned it rather than taxing it.  By putting a heavy tax on tobacco products, States have gotten a boost in their tax revenues and satisfied the pious who want to weed out the tobacco addicts among us.
According to figures released from the PA Governor’s office, the new tax on “other” tobacco products in Pennsylvania is projected to generate new tax revenue of $37.9 million in fiscal year 2009-10 and $53.4 in 2010-11, the first full fiscal year for the tax. Of course, we need to be careful here.   The more addicts who are forced to kick the habit, the lower the revenues will be, and if too many addicts join the community of healthy living, this source of tax revenue will dry up.  Looking to the future is vital because State governments become addicted to various taxes to keep their budgets afloat.

I have a suggestion, thinking ahead, to help out States seeking to raise tax revenues by targeting” the poor in virtue” among us.   We don’t need the Fair Tax or the Flat Tax; we need a Fat Tax.  Let’s tax the fatties among us.

Most Americans of all ages are overweight, and many are downright obese.  These people are not only eyesores, but constitute a legion of parasites on our economy.   Fat people are more at risk for a variety of chronic and even life-threatening illnesses, including diabetes, stroke, and heart attacks.   In order to treat the obese when they suffer these illnesses, lots of time and money is required, further escalating the costs of health care to all in our society.   The emotional fallout to their loved ones as they fret and grieve the fate of their beloved chub-chubs…is another sad cost of our “Fatdom.”
The basis for levying this tax can be objectively determined by the index physicians now use to let us know how much we are overweight.  The law could read that, after the first five pounds overweight, the amount a person is overweight will be taxed according to an overweight tax schedule much like States use to tax overweight trucks using their roads.
(Muscle builders and workout freaks can get an exemption by testimony from their family doctor confirming that their weight gain is due to muscle, not fat.)   For example, using the New York law regarding truck obesity, the law could be that the tax is 5% on the total amount a person is 5 lbs. or more overweight, 10% for being overweight 10 lbs. or more, 15% for 20 pounds or more, 20% for 30 pounds or more, etc.  Every year, all adults would go their family doctor, or designated weigh stations in their community, to have themselves and their kids weighed, and the results would be send to the PA Dept of Revenue .  There would be heavy fines for non-compliance or cheating, the latter of which would be the liability for doctors and weigh station operators.
Consider the great boost this would give State starved revenues in these times of deep recession.    If a father was 20 lbs. overweight, that would mean a tax revenue of $3.  If mom too was 20 lbs. on the fatty side, she would owe the State another $3.  If they had three kids, and two of the three were also overweight, say by 10 lbs. each, that would mean $2 more revenue from this unhealthy family.  Call it their fat penance.

Now, this may not sound like much, but when you recall that we are talking about a State with 12,000,000 plus residents, these little revenues add up.  For example, suppose there were 6,000,000 PA residents who were 20 lbs. overweight in 2008.  That would mean $18,000,000 of additional tax revenue for PA.
Wow, and as with the crusade against cigarettes and tobacco, we could proudly and piously proclaim that we were gaining money for our State by penalizing fatties and encouraging them to lose weight, joining the salvation of healthy living!   Even though I would owe the State at least $3 this year for my chub-chub condition, maybe it’s worth it.

After all, surely the government of Pennsylvania will earmark this money only for healthy projects that promote the general welfare of our Commonwealth…rather than using it for stupid or selfish reasons.   Hmm…?
No matter.  The main point is to begin reigning in and discouraging the many forms of sick behavior in our society.  It worked with Prohibition and with our grand War on Drugs, so surely we should be optimistic.  Once most of us are in the same boat, when we have a common cause, when are a nation of Unity though shared sacrifice—surely we will once again live the American Dream.  We can then ignore the late George Carlin’s remark--”Yeah, you know why they call it ‘the American Dream’?   Because you have to be asleep to believe it!”
