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We join with K.E.E.P. and other local groups in opposing the proposed tire burning plant for Erie.  To have a sustainable quality of life, our future requires that we move away from the old ways of waste disposal and energy production.  Burning rubber is not the answer.

The various costs to our community of this proposed tire burning plant far outweigh the few short term benefits.  Dr. Nancy Weissbach of the Erie County Medical Society has expressed her reservations about this plant.   

Dr. Weissbach notes “the plant’s plans to release 354 tons of nitrous oxide, 690 tons of carbon monoxide, 179 tons of sulfur dioxide, and 230 tons of particulate matter could harm the health of Erie residents. Erie County already struggles with air quality—recently receiving an F from the American Lung Association’s “State of the Air 2008. We’re in an area of the rust belt that has notoriously poor air quality and we’re downwind from Cleveland, which has a lot of industry.”

Our national Environmental Protection Agency states that “Tire fires, although infrequent, are serious situations that are difficult to extinguish and expensive to clean-up. Tire fires often become major hazardous incidents affecting entire communities—frequently requiring neighborhood evacuations and long, drawn-out fire extinguishing operations. These fires threaten pollution of the air, soil, and water. EPA, states, municipalities, and private companies have spent millions of dollars cleaning up tire fires across the country.”

This plant will not be good for tourism in Erie, and it will likely damage the health of many Erie area residents.  We need new industry, really Green industry, for our future. 

Jobs are important, but the right kind of jobs is the new bottom line.
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