The latest brain-drain to hit political speech is the phrase “I want to look forward” rather than attempt to hold wrong-doers responsible for breaking the law.  President Obama uses it when asked whether he favors prosecution of the Bush-Cheney regime for war crimes.
The cousin of this aborted-thought is the phrase “That’s history” or “That’s old news.”   The suggestion is that the person does not want to live in the past.  They want to “rise above the fray,” to rise above the temptation for retribution or revenge.

This position, if taken consistently or mindfully, undermines almost everyone’s understanding of morality and ethics.  Whenever anyone, whether a child or an adult, does anything wrong, the “noble” position will be to say “I want to look forward” rather than to blame or punish.  Children can use this defense against their parents, as well as any defense attorney to defend their client.
This “noble” position undercuts moral and personal accountability.  It sabotages the common moral framework.   It doesn’t help to apply this attitude only to special people in the elite classes of our society, whether in government, business, sports, or Hollywood.

To say that sports heroes (or anti-heroes like Cheney and Bush) should not be prosecuted for breaking the law is to concede that they are above the law.  It does no good simply to give lip service to the idea that no person is above the law.  We are best and most honestly judged by what we do, not what we say.

Nor does it suffice to defend one’s view on the basis that there will be awful consequences for the order and unity of our society if “special people” are prosecuted for their criminal violations.  There are may well be awful consequences for the good order of our society whether or not elite criminals are prosecuted.  
