War Madness Continues in Israeli Invasion of Gaza
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For over 1000 years, up until the Zionist movement of the 19th century—Jews, Christians, and Muslims lived in former Palestine (now Israel) in normalcy and relative harmony.  This began to change with the movement to create a Jewish state.
In 1947 the United Nations led by England and the U.S. decided to take over 55% of Palestine and carve out the state of Israel.  Force and violence was needed to force this new political reality into being.

The better trained and equipped Zionist army defeated Palestinian Arab resistance forces, taking almost 80% of Palestine for the new Jewish state of Israel.  To the victors belong the spoils, so hundreds of Palestinian towns were destroyed, a new map was drawn up, and 750,000 Palestinian refugees were left homeless, in exile from their homeland.

After the 1967 war, Israel succeeded in gaining control over the remaining land (including Gaza and the West Bank) it had not seized in 1948.  Under the current Israeli bombing assault on Gaza, over 400 Palestinians have been killed and many more injured.
In spite of the Israeli objective to destroy Hamas, rocket attacks on Israel from Gaza continue.

Support for creating Israel came mainly from two sources.  On the one hand, there was the feeling that Palestine belonged to the Jews, having been given to them by God.  On the other hand, there was the feeling that since Jews had been so persecuted for so long, especially given the horrors of the European holocaust, it was only fair to give them their own State where they could be safe.  In one way or another, both of these rationales spell out the “Right of Return” justification for the existence of Israel.
It is clear that neither Palestinian nor Israelis will feel safe so long as the violence continues and so long as many on either side feel treated unjustly and feel righteous indignation.  They will strive for retribution.  For Judeo-Christian fundamentalists who believe in Old Testament cartoon history, this horrid turmoil will seem unavoidable, at least until the Messiah comes to settle everything once and for all.  

For the rest of us, surely it is clear that the only way out of this cycle of pain and death is for Israel to grant Palestinians some substantial portion of the right they claim for Israeli Jews, namely the right of return--for Palestinian refugees, their property, and full citizenship.   The formula for peace with justice remains:  land and justice in exchange for peace and security.

Finally, so long as the Israeli gov’t continues its Iron Fist policy and so long as our gov’t continues its unconditional backing for whatever Israel does, neither Israel nor the United States can be safe from “Palestinian blowback.”   Presidents Carter and Clinton seem to have realized this, but our other Presidents don’t seem to get it. 
