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Interpretation and Seeking the Best Explanation
The one with the power to vanquish the Dark Lord approaches…Born to those who have thrice defied him, born as the seventh month dies…and the Dark Lord will mark him as his equal, but he will have power the Dark Lord knows not…and either must die at the hand of the other for neither can live while the other survives…The one with the power to vanquish the Dark Lord will be born as the seventh month dies…

*********************************************************************

The need for interpreting and analyzing the vague nature of prophetic statements:

We know who the Dark Lord is in Harry Potter, but who is the one with the power to vanquish Him? 
· A person born toward the end of July, and a person whose parents have three times defied Him.   
· A person whom the Dark Lord will “mark” as his equal.
· A person who cannot live while Voldemort survives (and the same applies to Voldemort being able to live)

· Will have power not known to Voldemort

Readers now know that Harry was indeed the one spoken of in this prophecy, but what were the clues and evidence we had before Rowling published The Deathly Hallows?  

The evidence does seem to point to Harry.  His parents thrice defied Voldemort, Harry has the scar to prove it, and the very existence of each other seems a special torment to both Harry and Voldemort.  Furthermore, Voldemort does underestimate Harry’s power (as He underestimates the power of love and other positive attitudes, due to his arrogance and delusion).
     But “marking another as one’s equal” does not usually refer to such a physical mark.  Usually, would mean simply that one person considers another to be his/her equal.  Does Voldemort think anyone else is his equal?  Surely, not Harry!   Even Dumbledore speaks of Voldemort having powers that he (Dumbledore) will never have.  Almost everyone clearly thinks that, though Voldemort fears Dumbledore, Voldemort is the most powerful wizard in existence.
     So if Voldemort does not recognize anyone else as his equal, and virtually everyone feels V has no equal, what does “marking him as his equal” mean here?   Harry is marked by Voldemort as a child, and the scar remains on his forehead, but was Voldemort marking Harry as his equal?

     Neville Longbottom was also born in late July, and his parents three times defied Voldemort.  Could the prophecy refer to Neville?   It seems unlikely because Neville was not physically marked by Voldemort, and no one considers Neville to be a powerful young wizard, much less the equal of Voldemort.  Did Neville have power that Voldemort (and others) didn’t know Neville has?  Neville does, after all, end up slaying Voldemort’s deadly companion and protector, Nagini--leaving the Dark Lord very close to death.  Maybe even Neville did not know he had such power.
     The only two who seem close to being or becoming Voldemort’s equal are Dumbledore and Harry, and the preponderance of evidence points to Harry (after all, Dumbledore’s parents could hardly have thrice defied Voldemort).  And, of course, Dumbledore is killed in the Half Blood Prince?   Or is he?  Even Dumbledore says he is convinced the prophecy is about Harry. 
     What we have here, as often in real life, is a strong circumstantial case,  a case we are reasonable to accept with the knowledge that we may be in error due to our not having additional facts which would point away from Harry.  This is philosophical, critical detective work.  How can we best explain a set of “facts”?  We use careful observation and reason (putting two and two together) to come up with our provisional belief, hypothesis, or theory about the truth of the matter.   Not being gods, we open our reasoning and conclusions to in-put and critique from other people.   “Truth archeology” is normally a community affair.

