No Gov’t Official Is Above The Law:  Exposing A Common Fallacy

Let’s clear our minds about holding politicians accountable for violating the law. 

Should we hold no one responsible for committing rape or murder just because some rapists and murderers go unprosecuted or escape without punishment?  If so, we should never hold anyone accountable for any moral transgression—simply because there will always be someone (more than a few) who have escaped being punished for their wrong-doing.
This also goes for the moral and legal crimes committed by high ranking gov’t officials.  Some will always protest when members of their party (team, club, loyalty-circle) are prosecuted for committing violations of the law.  The outcry will be:  “This is just partisan politics,” or “It is not fair because the other side escaped such prosecutions.”

The easy way, the lazy way, and the corrupt way of dealing with this problem is for both parties to give each other a free pass for such violations of the law.  That way, they both can complain about the other side’s violations of the law, but stop short of pushing for actual prosecutions…because they know their side will get their turn at snubbing their nose at the law.

Here’s the truth.  There is partisan politics.  Duh!  What else is new?  Both parties have influential members who love to portray the other side as shady, unethical or worse.  Both sides have a vested influence in seeing the other side fail or lose voter confidence.
This does not mean that members of either party have not broken the law.

If a Democrat is guilty of extortion, rape, torture, murder or war crimes, he or she should be prosecuted for that violation—even if the leaders of the charge are Republicans.  If a Republican is guilty of extortion, rape, torture, or murder, or war crimes, he or she should be prosecuted for that violation—even if the leaders of the charge are Democrats.

The charge of petty partisanship will always be levied, but prosecutors should never fear that smokescreen.  If it is petty partisanship, the evidence and “Not guilty” verdicts will bring that to light.  If not, the charges of partisan politics will be shown to be a delusion, a smokescreen huffed and puffed by party zealots or party hacks.

Let the chips fall where they may.   If Americans are so egg-shell fragile that they cannot cope with such prosecutions, our nation does not deserve to survive, much less bill itself as “the home of the brave.”
