Harry Potter fails to cast spell over Professor Richard Dawkins 

Read the interview below about Professor Dawkins’ “witch hunt” to determine  whether kids reading or viewing Harry Potter will be less inclined to science or thinking scientifically.  This project seems quite silly to me, just as silly as being concerned that the HP saga is anti-Christian or a Pagan agenda.  For a start, read The Science of Harry Potter by Roger Highfield, a good book for science and for dispelling the idea that Rowling’s stories are somehow anti-scientific or anti-rational.  Most such criticism is very much like being concerned about fiction because it is not factual enough…Duh!?  How utterly silly!       **C Fowler** 
Harry Potter has become the latest target for Professor Richard Dawkins who is planning to find out whether tales of witchcraft and wizardry have a negative effect on children. 
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Professor Richard Dawkins plans to find out if stories like Harry Potter have a "pernicious" effect on children 

The prominent atheist is stepping down from his post at Oxford University to write a book aimed at youngsters in which he will warn them against believing in "anti-scientific" fairytales. 

Prof Hawkins said: "The book I write next year will be a children's book on how to think about the world, science thinking contrasted with mythical thinking. 

"I haven't read Harry Potter, I have read Pullman who is the other leading children's author that one might mention and I love his books. I don't know what to think about magic and fairy tales." 

Prof Dawkins said he wanted to look at the effects of "bringing children up to believe in spells and wizards". 

"I think it is anti-scientific – whether that has a pernicious effect, I don't know," he told More4 News. 

"I think looking back to my own childhood, the fact that so many of the stories I read allowed the possibility of frogs turning into princes, whether that has a sort of insidious affect on rationality, I'm not sure. Perhaps it's something for research." 

But Prof Dawkins, the bestselling author of The God Delusion who this week agreed to fund a series of atheist adverts on London buses, added that his new book will also set out to demolish the "Judeo-Christian myth". 

He went on: "I plan to look at mythical accounts of various things and also the scientific account of the same thing. And the mythical account that I look at will be several different myths, of which the Judeo-Christian one will just be one of many. 

"And the scientific one will be substantiated, but appeal to children to think for themselves; to look at the evidence. Always look at the evidence." 

Prof Dawkins is targeting children as the audience of his next project because he believes they are being "abused" by being taught about religion at school and labelled Christian, Jewish or Muslim from a young age. 

Speaking recently at a conference of the Council of Ex-Muslims of Britain, a group of Britons who have renounced Islam, Prof Dawkins said: "Do not ever call a child a Muslim child or a Christian child – that is a form of child abuse because a young child is too young to know what its views are about the cosmos or morality. 

"It is evil to describe a child as a Muslim child or a Christian child. I think labelling children is child abuse and I think there is a very heavy issue, for example, about teaching about hell and torturing their minds with hell. 

"It's a form of child abuse, even worse than physical child abuse. I wouldn't want to teach a young child, a terrifyingly young child, about hell when he dies, as it's as bad as many forms of physical abuse." 

