Constitution bars values dictated by religion


Letter writer Robert Johnson said there is a need to have a law that defines marriage as being legal only between a man and a woman ("Faith trampled in name of civil rights," May 29). His arguments are: it is essential to the health of our society, it is needed to protect religious freedom, and it reaffirms the principles which have made nations successful for thousands of years.
Keeping legal marriage only for male-female unions is very unhealthy for our society. Our Constitution requires that all of us must be given the equal protection of our laws, and this extends to marriage law.
The First Amendment allows for religious freedom and prohibits any religious faith from dictating their values to the rest of us. This is why Congress is banned from establishing any particular religion as the religion of our nation, and this is why (says Article 6) no religious oath can be required of any office holder in the U.S.
Nations succeed for varying periods of time because they are strong in a variety of ways, but it is ludicrous to believe it is because they allow only heterosexual marriage. No society has followed God's law well. They didn't in Moses' time. King David didn't when he slept with Bathsheba and had her husband killed. They didn't when Christian nations practiced slavery and took part in the slave trade. They didn't when, thank God, they broke Biblical law by not executing children who cursed their parents.
We cannot be one nation with liberty and justice for all when religious bigotry demands we treat gays as lepers. I believe Jesus was right when he admonished us to love our neighbors.
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