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FailedNationalSecurity

It would be almost a miracle if some Americans would begin to think clearly about national security and terrorism.  First, there is no way to make ourselves completely safe.   Suicide bombers, as Israel should have learned long ago, will find a way to harm you, even if you use an “Iron Fist” tough guy approach.
Both Clinton and Bush failed to protect our “homeland” from terrorist attacks.  The World Trade Center was attacked on both their watches.  The terrorists simply killed a lot more people on the attack during Bush’s watch.

It takes a long time to plan and execute large scale terrorist attacks, so the fact that there is a long period of time between attacks does not prove that our defenses are working well.   For example, from Feb 1993 to Sept 2001, there were no terrorist attacks in the United States, and from Sept 2001 to January 2009, there have been no terrorist attacks in the United States.

Once those who hate our government know that we are defending ourselves against one kind of attack, say the attack of 9-11, they will focus any terrorist plans on attacking us in a different way.  So if there is another major terrorist attack somewhere in the United States, they probably won’t use commercial airliners as missiles.

The easiest way punish us and mete out blowback for our foreign policy is to attack our military stationed around the globe, our embassies, corporate sites, or our tourists abroad.   Our hundreds of military bases spread around the world are ideal targets, but if enemies attack military personnel or assets, that sort of selective attack is fair game in war.
Attacking and killing civilians is barbaric no matter who does it, even when governments try to excuse such carnage as unavoidable “collateral” damage.  What the Nazis did to the Warsaw ghetto, and what the Israelis are doing to Gaza, is morally awful.   Such war crimes are State-sponsored terrorism.
But, some cry out, this is not fair to us and favors the terrorists.  Their tactic is to strike the enemy, then melt back into the civilian population so that you don’t know how to get at them.  That is why the civilians who allow terrorists save haven in their communities must take responsibility for any collateral damage to civilians as we try to capture or kill the terrorists hiding among them.

This approach is overkill and creates more problems than it solves.  If you strike civilians to get at terrorists (shooting, bombing, starving, imprisoning, or torturing them)—you will only create more hatred and new hoards of terrorists.  Punishing the innocent is bound to be a moral and political failure.

You need to treat terrorism as a criminal offense, then work with friendly governments and civilian populations to locate and arrest those criminals.  If you bully the government or civilian populations, if you abuse the civilians to get at the terrorists, they will not be willing to cooperate in giving you reliable information about terrorist suspects.  Will this approach always work?  Will the guilty always be caught and punished?  No.  No approach is perfect.  Osama bin Laden is still free while the Bush regime “war on terrorism” failed to capture or kill him.
This approach, abandoned by Bush and his testosterone-challenged supporters, is the only approach that has a decent chance of succeeding, and it has a proven track record.  Many terrorists have been put behind bars, including those who first attacked our WTC back in 1993, as world governments cooperate with one another to fight the criminal behavior of terrorism.
