Formerly classified information now released by Senator Levin’s committee shows that torture techniques authorized by the Bush White House were modeled after the Chinese Communist technique for extracting false confessions for propaganda purposes from our soldiers captured in Korea and Vietnam.  
Furthermore, torture was authorized in 2002 and 2003 for the purpose of getting any information which would link Saddam to the 9/11 attacks--to give Bush-Cheney cover for their desire to invade Iraq and remove Saddam Hussein from power.
Aside from the whole program being illegal under U.S. and international law, this reveals deeply cynical, or perhaps insane, nature of the Bush regime approach to their war on terrorism.   Witch hunters and officials of the Holy Inquisition used the same rationale and tactics to get information about who the witches or Satan worshipers were, then to torture confessions out of them.   The torture victims always confessed if they did not die first.

Give credit to the FBI.  They withdrew any participation in the torture interrogation early on because they knew, first, that such techniques normally do not work and, second, that they are illegal.

The Bush-Cheney team are devotees of a Dark Age mentality that values gut-level feelings over science, facts, and rationality on issues from global warming to interrogation tactics.  They deserve a special retirement home in San Quentin, the Arizona tent prison, or maybe the State “Home for the Bewildered” in Evanston, Wyoming.
