3/28 Thursday

  Basically spent it on the plane and time difference.  UA is really not that great …..  I ended up eating nothing on the plane except for ice cream.  /me doesn’t like long flights =/

3/29 Friday

  Arrived safe and sound in Narita airport.  The lines were much longer this time.  Everything went pretty well, sent some of my luggage to sendai, ate sandwich (I was really hungry since I didn’t eat anything on the plane!), and took the express to Yokohama.  Natasha (my relative, technically my aunt I guess, but basically like my cousin since she’s my brother’s age … anyways …) met me there.  We went to eat dinner at Yokohama station (hrm, not sure how to describe what we ate, bowl rice heated up in a pot thingie is my best try … )  It was raining that night, and I guess there’s more of that to come in the coming months since raining season is gonna start soon.

3/30 Saturday

  I actually woke up pretty early for once!!! =P  Jet lag is the reason of course,  (hehe, living in japan actually make my time schedule normal.  I slept around 7,8 am and wake up around 3, 4 pm when I was in the US.  So that corresponds to midnight and 8 am in Japan)  Checked out Natasha’s ADSL connection, hehe, Imma an internet addict!!!!  Made a sandwich for lunch (ah, microwave egg + ham never fails)  Checked out some Japanese tv.  I even watched one of those tutoring channels teaching math, Japanese, and other things.

  Natasha showed me around the Yokohama station that afternoon.  We went shopping (electronic store of course =P)  There’s so many super thin/light laptops!!!  Made me wonder if I should have gotten one of those.  Needless to say, there’s all kinds of cool gadgets in Japan.  We also checked out some cell phones since I’m probably gonna get one.  (they are soooooo cool!!!!)   They can do web, email, take pictures, internet connection for laptops, etc etc.  We also went to Tower Records (yes yes, they exist in Japan too!!!)    We ate dinner at Yokohama station, at a ramen place.  It was very yummy =D

  Went to the supermarket that night.  Nothing too special, just like a supermarket, ya know =)  Well, I saw xbox over there, wonder how well that sells in Japan.  Watched some American tv that night.  Hehe, w/ Natasha’s satellite dish, I get to watch Fox and all the other US channels, it’s just like America!!! =P  (plus I am always online, there really isn’t any difference, hahahahaha)

3/31 Sunday

  Natasha had to meet her language partner in the morning.  So I went off in my own lil adventure.  I visited the supermarket again.  Bought ice cream, I lub ice cream!!! =P  Also bought lunch, (there were so many yummy things to choose from ….)  I ended up getting really full after eating a bento w/ pot stickers, shu mai, and rolls, and some toriyaki (shish kebab like)  I went shopping around a bit.  Finally found a copy of the original Ultima Online =D  I was a very happy boy, tihee.  (and now I am addicted to the game, all because of Blah!  *points at Blah*  YOU!)

  We went to the touristy part of Yokohama that afternoon.  Saw the ship Nippon Maru, the big Ferris wheel, and the 3 buildings w/ the wave shaped top and in descending height next to each other.  We also went up the Landmark building (hehe, that’s a great name for a building I think.  Imma gonna call my house Landmark house =P)  Saw the Yokohama bay bridge and the new stadium they built for the world cup.  (any soccer fan out there? O_o  The world cup is held at Japan this year, and the finals are at Yokohama)

  We got some toriyaki and bento for dinner.  (the bentos were made on the spot, and they are open 24 hours!!!  That’s pretty harsh, having to make bento at say 3 am .. )

4/1 Monday

  Stayed home most of the day, going online and playing UO …. Yes, I am an addict … =/

  Went to watch “Beautiful Mind” that night at the Warners Mycal theatre.  We had dinner there too.  Indonesia food, spicy!  The movie was pretty good, although I didn’t think the end (the speech he gave for receiving the Nobel prize was that good …  pffft, love?!  Just felt it was kinda sappy to end it w/ saying love did it all ….  Was more looking for ultimate truth, above normal insight kind of thing …  oh, btw, that scene where they were playing Go seemed pretty darn fake, the pieces were arranged in terrible order and the move that won the game seemed pretty darn impossible, anyways …)  We were in a bit of hurry to rush home after the movie.  Since the movie ended at 11:45, we had to make sure we catch the last trains home (which is around 12 something)

4/2 Tuesday

  Terrible terrible morning.  I was thinking about how I didn’t tell the Education Abroad Program (EAP) people that I am gonna check in the hotel on the 2nd instead of the 1st (which was given as an option, but I guess I never it clear to them what I had intended to do)  Anyways, I got emails from them, and they were all mad and upset and everything =(  In any case, I ended up paying for the hotel the nite b4 since the reservation didn’t get cancelled.  It wasn’t really the money that was bad, it was more that I felt bad for making them worry.  Anyways, it’s pretty much my fault for not thinking ahead although their directions were great either.  (they had only told me that I have to meet up w/ them in Tokyo instead of Sendai like 2 weeks before, and they did say that I had the option of checking in on the 2nd.  And don’t even get me started about how they didn’t tell me they were gonna give me a free plane ticket about 3 weeks before (after I bought my own ticket of course) and how they won’t reimburse me either)

  We ate lunch at the Yokohama station again =P  We ate sushi today, much much better than the stuff in US =D

  After waving goodbye to Natasha, I was on my own again.  Got to the hotel alrite.  (their instruction was pretty horrible, it didn’t even really tell you how to get to the hotel after you get out of the subway station  …  I don’t know how ppl got there if they didn’t know how to read Kanji and read Japanese maps (btw, Japanese maps are hard to read … they don’t have street names and everything divided into sections w/ numbers …. So … you are pretty screwed if you didn’t know this)  The hotel wasn’t exactly next to the main street either, it was about a 5 min walk from the station and on a side street.  Anywho, I got in alrite.  Called the EAP ppl with the number in the packet I received after I checked in (oh, and the phone number they gave me b4 was different too and I could not contact them earlier w/ that number …. Hrm)  *sigh* this is just a bad start, really.  They were upset of course about me not telling them where I was and all …. =/

  In any case, I deiced to go out and look around to shake things off.  And I was pretty psyched that I live right across the street from the Tokyo dome!  They had an amusement park right next to it too, w/ things like drop zone, and roller coasters etc.  I was just gonna walk around a bit and then I saw that there was a baseball game that nite.  The ticket was only 1500 yen too, so I jumped on the chance and bought a ticket!!!  I mean, really, how many chances do you get to watch baseball in the Tokyo Dome  (unless you are in Tokyo often of course …)  It was the opening game nite too I think!  The game was between Ham Fighters (yes, you heard right =P) and the Orix Blue Waves.  I was in the section w/ the Ham Fighters fan (and it’s their stadium I think) so I cheered for them.  They started out kinda slow.  The Blue Waves were leading 2-0 in the 4th inning.  I don’t really watch baseball that much, but it seems that Japanese baseball isn’t as good as American baseball.  There were more mistakes and misses, and a whole lot of foul balls (which isn’t bad per se, just pretty boring I guess to watch them hitting foul balls)  Not sure if the rules are slightly different too (but then agn, I don’t really know the rules either =P)  Things were getting kinda slow, and I already lost my interest in the beer/soft drink selling girls (they carry beer tanks on the back =P), my dinner (beef bowl from the vendor inside), and the cheering crowd (they all have hollow plastic tubes/cones and hit them together for large sounds.)  Just then, it was the mid-game sweeping time after the 5th inning w/ “dance to that YMCA music” group that started dancing on the field!!!  It really cracked me up, seeing that made it all worthwhile =D  They have pretty funny music during in-between innings too like Baha men’s “who let the dogs out”,  the “clap your hand if you are happy” song, and “nananana hey hey goodbye” among other things =P  The Fighters started to pick things up after a while.  They ended up beating the Blue Waves 4-2!  (anyone that follows Japanese baseball that cares? o_O)

4/3 Wednesday

  Finally met my fellow UC students who are going to study at Tohoku with me.  There were 8 of them.  Lianna, Winnie, Alan, John, Andrew, Arlo, Calvin, and Victor.  I also met the Tokyo study center’s director and coordinator, Prof. Futokai and Akiko.  They went over some of the details of the program and informed us of things to be aware of.  Of course, there were tons of forms to be filled out again. *sigh*

  We were all treated to lunch by Prof. Futokai at an Italian restaurant (Japanesenized of course =P)  I had the chef’s dish which included pasta, pork chop, and salad.  Other people had sea food pizza =P among other things.

  After lunch, we got on the Shinkansen and headed out for Sendai.  The trip was pretty smooth.  We got there in less than two hours!  (let’s see, Sendai is about 200 miles away, so that averages to be more than 100 mph =P)  We were greeted by group Mori at the station.  I actually forgot my jacket on the train, but luckily some woman ran after me, down the escalators and gave it back to me. =D  Japanese people are so nice!!!

  The weather was pretty hot, especially crammed in the taxi.  After we arrived at the international dorm, we were briefed by Hiromi, who’s a coordinator at Tohoku.  Of course, this translates to more forms and more things to read.

  The room is pretty decent.  I have my own kitchen, single bed, and lots and lots of cabinets.  We have shared restroom and showers. (ah …. Back to the dorm days again with  slippers in the shower again)  Also, they have restricted showering hours which is not that good for me because I usually take showers at odd hours, but oh well, I am not complaining with a single dorm room that’s only 5900 yen/mo (less than $50) =D

  We all went out and explored the area.  Convenience stores are pretty easy to find.  There’s about one every 100 meters or so.  We ate at a restaurant called Hanamaru (flower circle)  The owner/chef and waitress were very kind to us.  Most of us ended up getting the same thing (teishoku, which means set meals) cuz some of the people are total beginners and have no idea how to read the menu. =]

  We met some more people that night by just randomly striking up conversation in the lobby, including Arianna from Australia, Mike from Michigan, Jofei (sp?) and my next door neighbors.  Some of them have been here a while already so I got many good tips about the university, living in Sendai, and lil things.

  I was pretty tired and settled into my futon and comforter and went to sleep right away on my bean filled hard pillow =P

4/4 Thursday

  Rose up early at 7 today.  Took a shower and then headed out for a walk.  Found the post office and the supermarket and the rice store, w00t rice!  I was afraid that I was lost on the way back.  There were landmarks along the route I took when I went out, but there were almost none along the way I took going back.  So I was really scared that I would get on the wrong roads.  At this one place where I was supposed to see a clinic or something, I didn’t see it!  But I figured I’ll just walk a lil more just to make sure, and fortunately I did end up on the right road and got back to the dorms =)

  We met w/ group Mori who took us by bus to the city ward for alien registration and national health insurance and the 77 bank to open an account.  Did I mention there’s more forms to fill out? =P  (yay, and I got to write all my names twice, once in eng and once in katakana ….. )  They wouldn’t let us deposit travelers check for some reason …  We would have to exchange them into cash first and then deposit it ….  So I ended up opening my bank account with 1 yen (less than 1 cent!!!)  =P

  We were treated to lunch at a Japanese restaurant.  We had tempura, miso soup, rice and salad.  We were asked to do self-introductions, hehe, jibun shokai!!!  Met two more people today, Angela from Brazil and Jess from Australia.

  After lunch, we finally went to the 100 yen store (everyone has been waiting to get tons of stuff from there =P)  Bought lots of stuff, coat hangers, alarm clock, shower trays and soap dish, chop sticks, knife and cutting board, umbrella and pens.  The funny thing was, I bought maybe 5 or 6 packs of pens, but none of them were black ball pointed pens!  I ended buying gel rollers, colored pens, black felt pens, and pencils.  Oh, and I also forgot to buy batteries for the clock ….  (so this basically means that I made another trip to the store later that day =P)

  After group Mori took us back, we set out to downtown Sendai again that nite.  There were lots of shopping streets and restaurants.  We ate dinner at a ramen place.  Checked out the arcade a bit.  Didn’t see anything really interesting (that particular arcade had mostly old games) cept resident evil Verona.  However, after playing it, I decided to never touch it again.  You get to move around like in a console game, but the movements are really really slow, so it wasn’t very fun.  The high point of the night was trying to find the bus back.  We were at a bus stop but the girls insisted that they wanted to find the bus stop we were at earlier that day “with the bunnies in the window” they say.  So after much walking, we did finally end up home safe and sound in one piece =)

  We met Arlo and Alan’s neighbor Slavik (sp?) who’s from Ukraine.  He sure drank and smoked a lot =/  The interesting thing was he didn’t speak English very well so I was using Japanese to communicate with him.  He’s a Japanese teacher in the university in Ukraine.  He said there’s 4 or 5 other Japanese teachers in the university (hrm, wouldn’t have thought that Ukraine university would have so many students who want to learn Japanese)  We had a lil tea party at Alan’s place. We drank tea from this really huge bowl I bought.  (I figured if I am going to buy only one thing, it’s gonna be a big bowl which can be used for noodles, rice, serve as a plate, bowl, and cup =P)

4/5 Friday

  Woke up a bit later today (I’m slowly degenerating into my lazy pattern! =P)  We had the JYPE (junior year program in English), which is the exchange program I am in, orientation today.  We were welcomed and briefed about things to come.  (*sigh* need I say this, FORMS!!!!)  We had lunch at the university cafeteria.  Food’s pretty good there (in our standard anyways, much better than DC food =P)

  We were shown around the campus including offices and the library.  We got a great view on top of the building in Aobayama campus (which is on the mountain).  We could see more less the entire Sendai city and also the large Buddha statue.  (very windy on top of the building though)  We also had to make a special trip just for me to the Katahira campus (there’s 5 campus total) because only my advisor is there.  (hrm, my prof likes to be different from all the other engr prof and has his office in a different campus … )

  That night, I went on an exploration trip with Alan and John.  We used the “getting lost” and “follow the light” methods.  Hehe, and we were pretty lost most of the time =D  We got around the shopping area of course and then we hit the red light district =P  Needless to say, there’s much grappling and clinging.  Very interesting trip of course.  I also bought a Shogi book (Japanese chess) at the book store (sudden change of topic, no? =P)  The night ended with us not being able to find a bus back home.  It seems that the bus stops running around 10 pm (or perhaps just the stops were at, not sure)  So we ended up having to call a taxi to get back.  The driver didn’t really know exactly where it is.  However, they have GPS in the taxi now!!!  So we got home safely and thus ended our first exploration night =P

4/6 Saturday

  Attended the party thrown by group Mori for lunch.  Met lots of new people, from all over the world too.  From Butan, south America, Malaysia, etc.  It was literally an international party.  Very cool =)  We were also introduced to another volunteer group @home (hehe, no, they don’t offer cable modem services, darn it, I want my broadband!) 

  This one girl Mahi showed us around a bit (more specifically, she took the girls for sticky pics =P)  Too bad she had to work so she couldn’t go flower viewing with us (hanami)  

  We met Arianna at the sendai station and we headed off for the mausoleum for masumene (the first feudal lord of sendai I think)  We met this really nice obaasan (old Japanese woman)  She took pictures for us and kept talking to us about the temples and showed us the way to Nishi park where lots of people were flower viewing.  It was a very good practice for my Japanese although sometimes I just can’t for the life of me understand what she’s saying =/

  There were lots of vendors at Nishi park.  We bought yakisoba (stir fried noodle), yakitori (roasted chicken), and dango (rice balls dipped in syrup).  They tasted pretty good.  The sakura (cherry blossom) were absolutely beautiful.  The only bad thing was that it was really cold.  So Alan and I just headed out for home and the rest of the group went on to downtown and salsa dancing.

  We had dinner at a gyoza place (pot stickers).  However, they wouldn’t let people stay unless they ordered gyoza.  So Lianna, who only wanted water because she already ate, and Andrew, who only wanted rice because he doesn’t eat meat, both had to leave =[  However, Angela and Hwang (sp?  Spanish for John …..) both joined us in a bit.  I took up my “garbage can” job again and helped cleaned out the leftovers.  I ended up eating about two people’s portion of pot stickers =D

  We watched anime in Lianna’s room that night (macrosse and another really cute one)  It was fun!  I just don’t watch nearly enuf anime, *sigh*  another hobby that’s gonna consume a LOT of time …..   (/me imagining myself triple tasking by watching anime on my tv, playing game on my desktop, and chatting on my laptop …. Hmmm  …)

4/7 Sunday

  Didn’t do much today.  Tried out the laundry machine here.  It was pretty pricy.  The washing machines are really small and the dryers take forever to dry the clothes (which == more money that you have to put in the dryers)  So I think it will be worthwhile to invest in some sort of hanging system so I won’t have to use the dryers =P

  After wondering for a long time searching for dinner, we finally end up in a bento place right outside our dorm.  There was supposedly a very good ramen place that we wanted to go, but it is closed on Sundays.  The bento place is pretty cheap and the food is decent.  

  We hung around Victor’s room and that’s when Winnie reminded me of an omiyage for my professor.  And guess what, I didn’t bring any!!  (omiyage means present in japanese btw)  Luckily, she was from San Francisco too, so I conveniently got some from her =D  She even helped me wrap the gift too =)  She is very artsy and crafty.  Hehe, I learned about curling ribbons!!!

4/8 Monday

  The first day of school.  We walked in a big group to campus today.  We met Lisa and Josh who are also JYPE students but they have been here since fall.  The walk is decent but I have a feeling it won’t be fun to walk to school any more when it starts raining.

  We took a Japanese placement test.  The level 1 test was pretty basic and simple, but the level 2 was much more difficult I thought.  I know I’ve learned the sentences patter before, but I just couldn’t remember a lot of it.  =/

  After the test, we all wasted a good 2 hours + in the computer lab =P  Internet, oh, how I’ve missed you!!!  There were about 100 emails waiting for me in my email box, and the filter has already thrown out about 100 emails already.  *sigh*  Did a lot of catching up obviously but my conscience finally got to me since there were some people waiting to use the computers so I decided to stop and go grab lunch.

  We had lunch at the shokudou (cafeteria), it was really cheap (about $2, $3 for a rice bowl or a bowl of noodles)  The food tasted pretty good too.  Much better than the DC food =D  (but then agn, everything does)

  I had a long walk to the Katahira campus where my advisor’s office is.  It took me a good 50 min to get there since I had to stop and look at the map from time to time and I wasn’t sure where I was a lot of the times.

  I met with my prof and the 2 associcate prof.  I didn’t really understand a lot of the things the prof was telling me cuz he spoke mostly in Japanese.  Bah, it was a mistake to say that I can understand a bit of Japanese!  But it is pretty cool that his research is in the field I am interested in, which is AI.  They are working on an agent project I think and a lot of information management/processing.  I even got my desk and locker too =]  Ooh, and they gave me a garbage can and a surge protector and said it was standard issue (feels like I am in the comp sci army or something =P)  I also got to meet some of the grad students and some of the researchers in the lab as well.

  I went to do major shopping that afternoon.  Things are really expensive though, at least in the department stores.  (or maybe I just don’t know the going rate, I don’t shop that often, hrm)  So I ended up in the 100 yen store agn and bought lots of stuff there, it’s so cheap!!! =P

  We went to the downtown area again that night.  We did a bit of walking around in Laok (a big Japanese electronics store)  And it was on the other side of the train station!!!  (we’ve pretty much stayed west of the station, and the station seems like a barrier to our known world =P)  And of course we ended up in the 100 yen store eventually again =P

  We had dinner at Mr. Donuts.  However, b4 you think we are all crazy and eat donuts for dinner, they had Chinese yum-cha (or dim sum) there.  They also had these point cards for buying food there, so we ended up with a small table and a mat for free =]

4/9 Tuesday

  It was really chilly today.  Walked to campus again early just to get the test results.  (/me doesn’t like waking up early)

  I actually did really well on both tests surprisingly (94/97 and 99/105 respectively)  So I now have to take the tokubetsu katei (special classes) and take yet another placement test to see what level class I should take.  It’s good though cuz I heard the regularly JYPE Japanese classes are really basic and sort of boring.  Hopefully I will learn a lot more now =)

  Went up to the Aobayama campus today (yama means mountains, so yes, the campus was all the way on top of the hill)  Walking up that big hill was NOT fun …. =/  (/me thinks I will be taking the bus from now on if I have to go up there again)  We turned in our application for bus/book cards and got our student IDs.  After that, we wandered downtown a bit looking for cellular phone shops.

  Nothing much to do at the research lab today.  I chatted with a few of the Master students.  One of them really wanted to learn English so he asked me to talk with him in English.  Which was bad in the sense that I couldn’t practice my Japanese, but it was good that I finally sort of figured out what is going on in the lab and stuff.  So apparently no one in the lab really know what we are going to be researching about.  They are all new Master students so they haven’t really started on the research yet either.  So we’ll just have to wait and see what I’ll be doing.  I really kinda regret that I didn’t learn more about AI b4 I came though.  This is such an excellent opportunity to do research work in a field I am actually interested in.  Oh wells.  I also met couple other guys.  They are just like the guys back at Berkeley!!!  They stay in the labs all the time, and they mess around with the computers even though they haven’t started any of the research thingies yet.  They even have card keys to get into the building all the time!!!  Ooh, and I got an account on both the windows xp and solarias machines. =]

  It was really cold and rainy today.  So I went straight home afterwards.  Crawled into my bed for a good nap when I got back =P

  Had bento again for dinner and hung around Lianna’s room for a bit.  Met this pretty cool guy named Dan from UCI.  His Japanese is really good, (he’s almost exhausted the special Japanese classes that they offer here)  We talked about all these different forms of martial arts (kendo, yaido, jujitsu, judo, happikido, etc etc)  It was very interesting.

  We went to play pool afterwards.  There were 4 of us (Anthony from UCLA, Dan from UCI, and Alan and me from UCB)  I was bout the suckiest player there =P  But things picked up a bit in the end though.  We got a special rate too cuz we had 4 ppl and we were students =D  It ended up being 450 yen for each person for playing for an hour and a half.

4/10 Wednesday

  We had our first seminar for our lab today.  They spent most of the time deciding the order of presentation (of the students’ past thesis when they were undergrads I think)  Apparently, I am supposed to do a presentation in bout 2 months as well.  Ack, and I don’t even know what I am supz to be doing ….. hrm

  Had a hanami (flower viewing) party for my research lab today.  It was pretty fun.  Everyone went around for self introductions.  The thing was that they would be cracking up bout stuff and I would have no idea what they are laughing at most of the time =/  Nevertheless, food was good, and of course, there was much drinking (none done by me though)  The weather was quite cold though.  So we broke up after a while and went back to the lab for a second round (basically more drinking =P)  At that point, I excused myself and went home.

  Finally went to try this apparently really good ramen place called manten (full sky) 2nite.  It was pretty good.  The soup was delicious and the noodle was great =)  So happy to live close to all these great restaurants =)

4/11 Thursday

   Finally went to actual class today =P  In the morning, I had the “science, technology of Japan” or something to that extent.  The prof actually studied at Berkeley from ’90 to ’92!!!  What a small world!  The class was a bit slow cuz the prof had some trouble with English and what not.  Nevertheless, the class seems pretty interesting.  We are going to cover stuff from katana (Japanese sword) which deals with metal works all the way to magnetic trains and semiconductors.

  After that, I had the Japanese culture class.  The topic is actually going to be about Japanese women in the economy this semester.  There were a whole bunch of Japanese students in there too which was pretty cool.  Although they didn’t really understand the lecture much since it was all in the English.  We had lunch with some of the Japanese students.  Hopefully most of them will still stay in the class (I don’t think they anticipated the entire course to be in English only)

  I walked for a long time today after lab.  Just kinda wandered around downtown, shopping, playing arcades, and just browsing.  Took a long route home.  I think I ended up walking for 4,5 hours in total.  Had rice burger at Mos burger today!  (so they have rice patties instead of regular burger buns)  It was yummy!!! =)

4/12 Friday

  Went to another class today, Japanese biz.  I’ve heard much horror story bout this class cuz the prof was supposedly really boring and such.  Most people that went did find it pretty boring.  I thought it was ok.  We were talking about Toyota and their whole structure.  We might even possibly have a field trip to Toyota city where their hq and factories are!!!  I think that will be really cool.  In any case, I have a feeling that most people are going to drop this class though =/

  Stayed in lab for quite a while today.  Helped move some cabinets today cuz they were rearranging the office.  Lab is really not that interesting since no one is really doing anything.  We spent hours just making up XP accounts and setting passwords and what not.  Went out to dinner with them at the school cafeteria.  Food was of course pretty good and cheap =]  

  Went out to karaoke that night.  Had lots of fun.  Suck at singing, but it’s fun!!!!  Sorry for the other ppl though, hehehehe =P  They had a decent amount of English songs.  I recognize some of the Japanese songs too =]  

4/13 Saturday

  Felt the prob w/ big group today.  We were supz to meet at 11 and go out, but we didn’t end up leaving the place until about past 12.  Went to they gyoza (potsticker) place again today.  It was good, and it’s fun watching the guy just working and making all the stuff.  Then afterwards, some people had to go back to the kaikan (dorm) to get stuff so that took like another 30 min or so, so we ended up leaving at about 1:30 finally …

  We went up to the museum near campus but it was closed that day =/  Nevertheless, we ended up near the library where we were supz to have the hanami w/ the @home ppl (again, a group the makes ppl feel at home, like exchange students, or new students, not the cable company!!! =P)  Hanami was fun.  Met a lot of new ppl and practiced my Japanese.  Ate a lot of stuff, like dango (mochi with sweet sauce), chips, mochi, etc.  Of course, there was much drinking again although I didn’t really drink anything.

  Naoka and Mari (2 of the @home girls) went with us to try to help us get cell phones.  However, we couldn’t get it cuz we didn’t have our alien registration cards or a paper that proves it.  Also, they wouldn’t let us have the student discount cuz we are exchange students.  Ack!!!!

  We went to dinner at a rotating sushi place that night.  It was only 90 yen a plate, so very cheap!!!!  I ended up eating 15 dishes =D  There was some really strong wasabi in some of them though.  I was like crying half the time =P

  Went clubbing that nite.  Actually my first time at a club!  It was a bit ghetto, and their English cracked us up =D  A lot of ppl were smoking and the ventilation system weren’t very good either =/  I smelled like smoke all over when I went home that nite =(  Otherwise, dancing was alrite, or in my case, performing a spasm =P  We went out to eat a bit afterwards, but I didn’t get anything really.  Just wanted to go home and rest.

4/14 Sunday

  Woke up really late today, around 2:30 pm.  =P  Too bad I missed the bazaar today though.  Apparently ppl got really cheap stuff and even things for free at the end!  Oh well, I guess early birds do get the worms.  At least I got my sleep =D

  Did laundry today.  I am trying out the hanging system.  I put them out kinda late though, since I woke up late, so they are actually still hanging outside right now.  Hopefully they will be dry in the morning.  (hrm .. I hope it doesn’t rain)

  Went out to Pamadora, an Italian restaurant near the kaikan (Angela told us it’s really good)  The food was pretty nice.  Probably better than most of the Italian food you can get here.  I had squid and ink sauce.  It was really funny during the middle of eating when I looked up and my lips were all black and John said “David, when did you went goth on us” =P

  Chatted a bit after that.  Arianna just got back from her trip to Osaka.  Sounds like she had a lot of fun.  Although she tells us that she still likes Sendai better =]  People visited my room.  Everyone is always amazes by the way I arranged my room.  They always go “oh wow, never seen that b4”, “that’s really a different arrangement”  The lil message board I got was really cool too =)

4/15 Monday

  ah, lub no morning class =P  Woke up leisurely around noonish and went to lab.  Chatted a bit, checked email, nothing important really.

  I had intended to join the Aikido club.  But while I was just kinda wandering outside their practice room waiting for my friends, I was approached by a nice girl from kendo club.  She asked me if I was interested in kendo.  So yea, I basically end up going to kendo practice instead =P  It’s a very tiring sport.  They taught me the very basic striking stances and what not.  Afterwards, they treated me out to dinner too!!! =D

  There was this guy named Matsumoto, a freshmen, who is really interested in learning English and what not.  We kinda walked home half way together.  His grandfather was an amazing guy.  He got lost in the Pacific ocean while fishing and got rescued by an American boat.  They took him to San Francisco and he basically grew up there.  After that, he tried to go back to Japan, but was despised as he is considered a foreigner and the Japanese government wouldn’t let him in.  So he ended up working for the US embassy instead and got to stay in Japan.  Amazing!!!

  Watched a parody on Matrix called Computer Boy with Anthony that night.  It was really funny and probably one of the best amateur independent film I’ve seen. =]

4/16 Tuesday

  I actually felt pretty busy today.  I went to 2 classes!!!  =P  Went to the Japanese listening and grammar classes.  Listening was hard …. =/  Couldn’t for the life of me figure out what the tape was saying.  Listening is probably my weakest skill in Japanese.  Grammar was pretty easy though.  I more or less understood everything the teacher was saying.  The grammar points were pretty simple too.  But I think I’ll stay in both classes, one for challenge, and the other one afterwards to rebuild confidence, hehehehe, j/k.

  No kendo practice today.  They are at some practice match or what not at some far off place.  They were explaining to me, and then just gave up and told me not to go today. LOL

  Took an alternative route home today.  According to Dan, it’s supz to be shorter but there’s much more hills though …..  ack, I hate sakamichi (sloped roads)

  We had pizza that nite, that’s right, pizza!!!  Pizza is more or less considered a delicacy here?!   It costed me about 1600 yen which is way expensive …..(around 12 dollars)  Oh well, at least it was good pizza.  They have all kinds of crazy combination here.  None of that standard American pepperoni stuff.  They have stuff with corn, seafood, all kinds of meat, and what not.

4/17 Wednesday

  Had the seminar in my lab today.  Students made presentations on research that they have done in the past.  Even though most of the presentations were made in Japanese, I understood the gist of it since there were power point presentations with pictures and kanji =P

  Never realized how far the lab is from the other campus until I am pressed for time.  I had to run the whole way and I barely made it to my conversation class in time.  The conversation class seems to be pretty promising.  Hopefully it will improve my conversational skills greatly.

  Kendo practice again today.  Matsumoto Masahira, a guy in the kendo club, gave me his old shinai (bamboo sword) to me today!!! =D  A shinai normally costs at least 3, 4 thousand yen.  Now I can practice at home too =P

4/18 Thursday

  ack, me no like early morning classes.  Had sci, tech, ind class and culture class this morning.  We learned how to produce steel from raw materials.  The class went rather slowly again, but at least the topic is interesting.  Culture class, on the other hand, is not so pleasant.  We basically had endless graphs leading to the same conclusion, that Japanese women receive unequal treatment in the economy.

  Had dinner with the kendo people again today.  So I learned it’s tradition that the senpei (higher grade level) always treat the kohai (lower grade).  Weeee, free dinner =P  (nah, actually, I feel kinda bad that they always treat me to dinner …. )  Masahira walked with me home today.  Learned bunch of Kansai-ben (dialect for western Japan).  It’s really interesting.  Now I can talk like I’m from Kyoto or sumthing =P

4/19 Friday

  Mmm, feel all left out in the cell phone mania.  I can’t get a phone by myself since I am 19 and still considered minor in Japan.  So I have to go through this complicated process of obtaining my advisor, who is my guardian in Japan, to sign forms and what not.  *sigh*

  Went to the fundamentals of comp engr class today.  We had a sub as the prof is in a conference.  The class seems pretty easy esp since it is geared toward non-majors.  Lots of Japanese students though.  I’ve basically learned most of the stuff in the class already though.  Funniest part was when he showed us the “typical computer specs” which includes an Athlon 1.73 GHz processor, 80GB hard drive, Geforce 4 graphics card, and so on …..  I want that “typical” computer!!! =P

  John (guy from UCI) came to kendo club today too.  They were all impressed with him cuz he’s done kendo b4 and could actually do stuff as opposed to me =P  There’s so much to kendo.  I still can’t even do the very basic strike correctly yet.  But then again, 

  Went to downtown that night.  But came home pretty soon cuz I wasn’t feeling too good.  Think I caught a cold =(

  Alan and Dan bought a hub today.  Did someone say, LAN party?!!!! =P

4/20 Saturday

  Practiced kendo by myself for a bit in the morning.  But I think I tried too hard and doing it wrong too, so I ended up with real sore muscles =[

  Had gyoza for lunch today.  The owner is still very insisting on having no vegetarian alternatives.  But I guess it makes sense that if you go to a gyoza place, u eat gyoza…. Oh wells.  

  Went downtown to the martial arts store to buy shinai, hand guards, and bags.  Did I mention that kendo is expensive?  Well, it’s expensive!!!  I got the cheapest bag and it was like 20 dollars.  A shinai costs about 40, 50 dollars.  Armor costs about at least 300 dollars.  A semi-real katana costs like 600 dollars.

  Went to my lab to pick up my laptop afterwards.  W00t, lan party!!!!

  We had an international party that night.  Got there too late and all the food was gone!!! =(  The dance party was ok, didn’t really like the music all that much though.  But I guess the DJ had a hard job since it’s “international.”  He played all kinds of different music.  The thing is, he wasn’t even really spinning, but just playing mp3’s off his laptop ….  Oh wells.

  We had a small LAN party that night.  But we ended up spending most of the time installing games and what not.  Got our asses kicked by Alan in starcraft and it was 3v1 too!  Bah, never was good at that game really.  Shogun was also fun.  When did it end?  Well, let’s just say it was bright outside already when I went back to my room.

4/21 Sunday

  Slept in today until my parents called me.  Doesn’t feel too swell today.  Winnie and Jess went through my mp3 list a bit.  Jess used to DJ back in Australia!!!  I think that’s a pretty cool job =D  Went for a bit of a walk with Winnie and Jess today.  We visited several shrines.  Lots of cementaries too.  

  Started to feel not so great so we headed home.  Had bento for dinner.  It was quite yummy.  Chilled in Winnie’s room a bit while she gave me a back message =D  My arms were also hurting from kendo practice … =/  Ack, I am so not taking care of myself eh?

4/22 Monday – 4/23 Tuesday

  Think I am gonna stop writing daily entry from this point on.  I’ve settled in more or less now so fresh new things stop happening on a daily basis =P  Basically, this translates to me developing a daily schedule of school, lab, kendo.  Ack, I hate school!!! Hehehe

  Started planning for my Hokkaido trip.  (the next place that I really wanted to go since)  It was a somewhat bumpy ride since I didn’t realize what needs to be done and just trying to coordinate people, money, and time is a mess.  But I think things are more less worked out.  Taking a ferry to Hokkaido!!! =)  Ah, enjoying the nice ocean smell and let the gentle breeze massage my face.  Chatting with the cute Japanese girl on the side while sipping on my glass of wine.  W00t!!!  Actually, the main reason is cuz the ferry is the cheapest way to get there =P  Probably gonna stay at a youth hostel since it’s the cheapest way to go too.  You noticed a pattern yet? =D

4/24 Wednesday

  Got an “alcohol patch test” in the morning =P  They put a lil patch on your arm and determines how much alcohol you can tolerate.  To no surprise at all, I got “zenzen nomenai” which means I can’t drink at all.  Figures since I don’t drink,  so yea …… =P  Interesting test though, wonder if they have anything like that in the US.

  Got the ferry ticket to Hokkaido today.  It costs 11,200 yen ( ~ 90 dollars) for round trip.  Apparently it’s the cheapest way to travel too.  The cheapest train tickets would cost 6, 7 thousand yen for one way.

  Had long hours of my research lab seminar again.  And I felt really stupid today.  I was all worried cuz I thought I had class that afternoon.  So I excused myself early from the seminar today and rushed all the way from my lab to class.  After I got there, there was no one there!!!  So I checked the class list and apparently there was not supz to be class today.  Ack.  Oh wells, at least I’ll have more time for kendo practice today then I guess.

  It was really cool today in kendo club.  The head senior talked to us!  He said they’ll lend us the armor and what not too =)  And John’s all psyched about that he talked to us =P  cuz he just draws so much respect to himself.  Yelling out commands in really fierce ways and what not.  You can just feel his power =P  Funny thing happened when we were all just hanging out in front of the club’s office.  A senpai was going to buy a drink for himself and then all the freshmen swarmed him and he had to treat us =P  (don’t ask me why, it’s Japanese tradition I guess and I am not exactly complaining =D)  Let’s just say he put in 1000 yen and got 30 yen back in the end =P

  Went out with the kendo club for dinner since John hasn’t really had any chance to talk with them before.  Sucks to be the senpai though.  He must have paid at least 7000 yen for all of our dinner.  Really useful to have a bike now though, otherwise it’ll be hard to go out with them to anywhere.

4/25 Thursday

  Had morning class in sci/tech/ind and culture Thursday.  We learned the history of steel throughout human history.  All the way from the old stone age all the way through transistors and modern age.  Although the pace of the lecture is really slow, the topic is pretty interesting to keep me interested in this class.

  Culture class, on the other hand, is a completely different story. That class is just a disaster from the beginning.  The textbook that we are supz to read is basically someone’s thesis about Japanese woman in the economy.  We go over endless graphs and statistics in class that shows how segregated Japanese women are etc.  Really wanted to be learning about Japanese culture like the tea ceremony, sumo, or something like

  Booked the youth hostel today.  It’s really an inexpensive way to travel.  For staying 2 nights, it only costs each one of us about 6000 yen (~50 dollars)  Hrm, maybe I should travel more =P

  Had dinner at this ramen place on the way back from school today.  They have really huge portion for their ramen.  Too bad I got the set rice meal instead of the ramen.  Not to say that I didn’t get enough food, just relatively speaking it was less ;)

  Played cards for like 3, 4 hours that night.  Somehow I feel left out that I don’t have anything planned for this weekend.  Seems like everyone else have an idea what they are going to do.  Hehe, maybe I’ll just travel randomly and see where it takes me. =P  oh oh, does this mean I am going to be in reality stay in my room and play games all weekend long?!!!

4/26 Friday

  Had the fundamentals of comp engr class today.  Learned about Turing machines which is like the abstract mathematical model for all reasonable computers.  It’s just hilarious to see 70% of the class asleep though.  But then agn, I guess it was more or less the same thing back home too =P

   We had a kendo retreat? Type of thing today.  We all went to the student dorm/hotel and had dinner there.  And then they taught us how to do jiko shokai (self introduction) which we didn’t end up doing, well, at least for now newayz =P.  Actually, I wasn’t really planning on going cuz I didn’t really understood the details of it.  But then the head senpai asked us, so of course I felt obligated to go.  (not that I am complaining about free food or anything u know =D)  We had a meeting type of thing after dinner.  It was pretty fun, only if I understood what they are laughing at =/  Ack.  Well, I got bits of it newayz =]

4/27 – 4/28 Saturday, Sunday

  Didn’t do much on Saturday at all.  Played starcraft, what’s about it =P

  Went to a matsuri (festival) at shiogama.  They had lots of booth selling food and what not.  And we were really lucky to catch the making of the 240 feet long? Sushi.  (some big number of length, not sure about the exact number =P)  Lub just walking around and buying food and eating =)  I had oosakayaki (baked thing w/ egg inside), squid, fried potato balls, oyster, etc.  

  Then we went jujiya (a department store).  I was pretty psyched to see a game of go on tv.  It’s weird, I wouldn’t normally have been interested back in the states.  Anywayz, now I feel all itchy to play go w/ someone, too bad not that many ppl know how to play and the game can take a long time to learn …. =/  (I still haven’t learned how to play shogi either, ack, too many things I want to do)

4/29 Monday

  Mari (girl from @home group) took us to the park in izumi-chuo.  We also met up w/ Naoka (another gril from @home) there.  The weather was really nice.  Things would have been perfect if only we had some picnic food!!!  Hehe, I am always thinking bout food, ain’t I.

  We ate at a department store afterwards.  I had ice cream crepes, and some slushy ice thingy (not sure what’s the English name for it … =P)  Then of course, since sticky pic is ever so popular, we went to take some sticky pics.  The booth here are much cooler than the ones back in the states though.  Some of them you can move the camera around, write stuff on the pictures, change the colors of the backgrounds and what not.

 Played Korean monopoly w/ my new Korean friends.  Min-yang (aka Princess), Foon, and Shin.  It’s more or less the same thing cept everything is written in Korean.  And guess what, I lost!  And I had to buy them ice creams =P  Hrm, coincidence?  Hehehe  (I dunno what happened, they just kept telling me that I had to pay them money so I went bankrupt pretty quick. =P

  Then around 1:30, we decided to go karaoke.  It was fun.  We were there till like 4:20!  Ah, late nite karaokes.  Too bad it was raining when we came out of the place.  Ack, stupid rainy season is starting, I can just feel it.

4/30 Tuesday

  Woke up just in time for my afternoon classes =P  Listening class is still hard as usual.  Not just the listening part, but there’s a whole of grammar and vocabulary that I just don’t understand that I can’t comprehend the tape really well at all.

  Went to yodobashi camera that nite.  Thinking about getting a digital camera.  Probably going to get it 2m morning right after I exchange some money =P

5/1  Wednesday

  Finally got my camera this morning.  It’s a cool, slick blue FinePix 50i =)  With the tax exemption and cash back, I managed to walk away with the camera with 128mb of memory for 50,000 yen (~400 dollars)  I picked this camera because it can play mp3 as well.  Also, it’s small and light and it has a cool color, hehehe =P

  So we took off for Hokkaido today.  Although we left a bit later than we planned to, we were still able to catch the bus that goes to the port.  The ferry was fairly large and spacious.  It contains a public bath, arcade, movie room, restaurant, and etc.  Along the same line, our room was also humongous.  Great, u say?  Well, not exactly when you are sharing the room with 120 other people.  

  The trip kicked off with a rather bad start.  About an hour after we departed from the port, Winnie got really sick.  She threw up basically everything she’s had that day.  As a result, I ended up spending more or less the entire night staying up and making sure she was ok.  Fun stuff eh?

5/2 Thursday

  Arrived at Tamakomai port this morning.  After a bit more traveling, we finally got to Sapporo, where our youth hostel is.  (most of you probably recognize the name because of its beer? =P)

  We got tons of information about places to visit etc at the travel consultation center at the train station.  The people there were really helpful and gave us more than enough information about what we wanted to know.

  We set out for odori park that afternoon.  The park was really pretty, filled with flowers and fountains.  We also passed by the old government building on our way there.  Inside the building was a museum about the Ainu people (the indigenous people of Hokkaido)  Afterwards, we went up the tv tower building.  Hrm, it seems like people have an obsession with high towers and giant Ferris wheels and whatnot. We were pretty lucky to get in half price too since they just reopened or something. =]  The view was alrite.  Nothing really much to see cept for the park.  Everything else just seems like any other city in the world.  Apartment buildings, office complexes, etc.

 And then we were just walking randomly around downtown area and we ran into Lisa and Sylvie (people from our dorms)  Guess where we met them?  In front of Starbucks!  Ah, Starbucks and world domination, mmmm …..  We waited for the Japanese friend who took us to an all you can eat place.  We had various meats in a hot pot (shabu shabu) and all you can eat crab!!!  We definitely scared everyone there with the amount of food we were consuming.  In fact, I think they had problems keeping up with our eating speed.  The crab was no longer nicely cut toward the end, and they seemed like they were just taken out of the hot water.  Oh, how we ate =P  It’s really a very good deal for 3000 yen since an entire crab would have probably costed around the same thing already.  Toward the end, we had the crab eating down to an art.  Crack, pull, eat, crack, pull, eat, and so on.  Oh, I feel sorry for the restaurant, they obviously didn’t have us in mind when they said all you can eat.  (most Japanese people have more reservation and would stop at a moderate amount, haha, but not us shameless Americans!!)

5/3 Friday

  Left in the morning for Otaru.  On a side note, I used to read this comics series about a boy who wanted to become a sushi master.  And his hometown was Otaru.  Anyways, Otaru is definitely famous for sushi.  We first visited the Otaru canal.  Not too sure why they built a canal there, but it looks pretty nice along certain parts.

  We then visited several crafts shop including glass, leather, crystal, and music boxes.  Many of them allowed you to get a hand on experience with making your own stuff as well.  I dunno, but from far away, it seemed more like a sweat shop to me with people sitting there sewing stuff and whatnot =P  None of us tried anything because it was really quite expensive.  For making anything it would probably cost at least 3000 yen to do it.  Couldn’t really afford it since I ended up spending about 10,000 yen on food along on this trip.

  We had lunch at a kaiten sushi place (the kind with the rotating plates)  It really was not cheap though.  The plates ranged from 120 yen to 800 yen!  Of course, none of us was that rich to eat one of those 800 yen sushi.

  In the afternoon, we got to the highlight of the day.  We found this ice cream place that my friend had told me about.  They have all kinds of weird flavors there.  Squid, kimchee, nado (Japanese fermented beans), sake, beer, cherry-blossoms, sea urchin, etc.  As we were walking home, we found another similar place that had other flavors such as sunflower, lavender, corn, etc.  How did they taste, you ask?  Well, they actually more or less tasted like the actual food.  As for the flowers, I think Winnie said it best, “it tastes like it smells” =P  Although there were a few that tasted really good, I think it was just interesting to try it once but I would still like to stick to my conventional flavors.

  We went to the beer garden that night.  Did I mention there’s an all you can eat Ghenkis Khan barbeque place there?  Hehe =D  So, as you can imagine, we had quite a feast again that night.  Plates comes on, plate goes down, plate comes on, plate goes down.  Ah, I have not had such satisfying meals for a month now. =)  Didn’t really drink any beer there since it was quite pricy.  And I am not exactly fond of the taste of beer in any case.

5/4 Saturday

  Walked around downtown Sapporo for a bit.  We went to the famous “clock tower” (but there are so many clock towers in Japan, along with their “famous” giant Ferris wheels)  The clock tower was pretty small and there really wasn’t much to see.  And then we went to, well, lunch  =P  (yes yes, eating is a big theme of this trip)  We had kaiten sushi again.  But this store is much cheaper than the other one, or at least they don’t have plates that are as much as 800 yen.  The quality is pretty decent, and of course, I was quite broke again after this meal.

  Afterwards, we happened to catch this special performance in the department store by some teenage girl group (probably a local group I think) for golden week.  It was pretty entertaining (ah, lub the ability to record 80 sec of video on my camera)

  Didn’t do much the rest of the day.  Pretty much just spent time traveling by bus/train/ferry back home.  (and no one got sick on the ferry back =D)

5/5 – 5/24 Friday

  Ok, so why am I writing only one entry for this duration?  It’s a long story really.  Oh wait, no it’s not, it’s cuz I am lazy =P

  So I shall now try to recall as much of the event that have transpired in the last 2 ½  weeks as well as I can.

  Daily life:

     I have more or less adapted to life here in Sendai.  Gave up on cooking pretty much since 1. I am lazy =P  2. I don’t really have all the cooking utensils  3.  meat is quite pricy so cooking doesn’t necessarily = cheaper  So my daily diet now consists of school cafeteria and stores near the kaikan.  

  For a while, I had lots of LAN parties with the people in the kaikan.  We would play Starcraft till dawn and whatnot.  But recently, I’ve been playing less and less.  Which is a good thing I think (more time to play other games, hehehehe, j/k =P)

  Tsuyu, raining season, is here.  It rains probably every other day.  Rain makes it quite inconvenient, especially since I bike to school.  *sigh* reminds me of the times when I biked to school back in the states during El Nino season.  (but this is much better than El Nino of course)  Bus remains a luxury as it costs between 1-2 dollars for one ride depending on how far you go.  Plus there’s no direct bus to the school.  So if I took the bus to and from school, it would cost at least 7-8 dollars a day.  (that’s also assuming if I am walking to my research lab which is a 30 min walk …. =/ )

  Entertainment includes bowling, clubbing, karaoke, drinking, billiard, and or course computer games.

Kenkyuushitsu (research lab)

  Things have been picking up lately at the lab.  My professor gave me a book on how to construct agent systems that he wrote.  Although it’s entire written in Japanese, I manage to understand a good portion of it.  Part of that is just because I can read Kanji.  The other part is because it’s a computer book, so I can read all the code since they are in English.  Finally, whenever I don’t understand something, I just try out the sample programs and just poke around.  So now I can say I am actually doing research work =]  I am just glad I picked a topic that I am really interested in, which is AI btw, or jinko chino in Japanese.  Haven’t really decided what kind of agent system I want to construct yet.

  NOTE: hrm, most of you probably have no idea or very lil idea on what an “agent” is.  It’s basically an intelligent program that has the ability to retain knowledge and perform tasks that are not specifically laid out by the programmer.  The user gives the agent a task and the agent will figure out how to approach the task and complete the task as best as it can.  It may need to work with other agents as well to resolve a problem.  The easiest example I think is of a travel agent.  You tell the agent you want to travel to certain places with a certain budget and the agent will negotiate agents from the hotels, airlines/transportation, etc to plan your trip for you.  The agent is not pre-set to plan a specific kind of trip, but rather, any kind of trip by utilizing all the resources it can find.

Kendo (Japanese sword style)

  Getting more and more used to kendo.  It looks like a simple sport when you don’t know anything about it.  There really aren’t that much more than striking the opponent with a bamboo sword, right?  And you can only hit about 3 places on the body, the head, the throat, hand, and the stomach.  But once I started practicing, I realized that even the simplest exercise requires a long time of practice.  I am more or less still on my first exercise ….  But then again, even the seniors still practice the most basic exercises just because it’s so important to have good fundamentals.  Kendo requires a lot of focus.  When you strike correctly, your mind, hand, body, sword, feet all become one and strike at the same time.  A kendo shiai (competition) only requires 2 points to beat the opponent.  However, in order to score a point, you have to hit the opponent on the correct part at the exact moment that your kiai (yell) and your stomping takes place.  You have to follow through your strike as well, meaning you have to be prepared right after you strike the opponent.  Thus, what seemed to be simple at first actually requires a lot of practice and a lot of thought.

  I am more or less part of the club now.  We would gather in a circle after practice everyday, and the senpai (seniors) would give us advices while the younger people would talk about their thoughts or feelings.  They never called on me, so my mind would usually just wander off after a while =P  But then this one day, they decided to call on me all of a sudden, and I didn’t even realize they called my name until I noticed that it was quiet and everyone was staring at me =P  Good thing I have been thinking about what to say before in case they called on me, so I just busted that out (basically something along the lines of  I still have a lot to learn and I will try my best, etc etc etc) and I think it went ok =]  Ack, now I gotta think of something new to say again (can’t say the same thing every time right?)

  Class:

  Most of the classes are going alrite.  Getting used to most of them, even the listening class =]  Ok, so I cheat a bit by reading the contents of the tape before class.  But I am picking up a lot more of the words now.  Ooh, and I started a new hobby, dictionary reading!!!  No, I am not crazy!  Well, maybe I am, but not because I read the dictionary =P  I am learning a lot more vocabulary (along with kanji reading) by reading the dictionary.  Although there’s still always tons of vocab that I need to learn …. =/

5/25  - 6/8

  Finally got tired of bento (boxed lunch) and eating around the kaikan.  Started cooking my own dinner now.  A typical dinner usually consists of fried rice with pork chop/steak, bak-choy/beans/carrots/potatoes.  

  Went to watch a kendo match btwn our school and Hokkaido Univ.  Although we lost, it’s pretty exciting to watch the matches.  Took lots of pictures of the matches.  I got my own set of kendo clothes and borrowed armor from them.  This basically means that I get to practice with everyone else more or less =)  The downside to this is practice is much more tiring now.  First of all, the armor weighs like 20lbs.  Also, now I am required to run a whole lot.  In fact, I kinda scraped my skin yesterday during practice so I have to rest for a couple days.  And gosh, it sure is hot in that armor when you are sweating profusely!!!  Still have a whole lot to learn in kendo.  Not just the techniques, but also all the etiquettes and whatnot.  

  Went to Arianna’s Bday party (girl from Australia)  It was an all-you-can-drink party ….  Whoo, never drank so much in my life =P  Didn’t really get drunk, just had a headache afterwards … =/  

  Interesting story about a mess up.  So at the party, John and Lianna came up to me and said “David, are you alrite, we heard you fainted and went to the hospital.”  Surprised that I “went” to the hospital w/o myself knowing it, I told them that really I just didn’t show up for class today cuz my alarm clock didn’t go off …. Yea … hehehe =P  So apparently it was my friend who fainted that day in his research lab, and somehow the international student center thought he was me ….. =?  Subsequently, my professor also called me to see if I was alrite, and I had to explain the whole thing about how it was a mess up and that I didn’t go to the hospital and that I am really ok =P

  World cup fever is hotter than ever here.  Other than people supporting Japan, there are also a lot of Koreans here.  Let’s just say they went all out crazy after Korea won their first game.  It seems to be the hot topic everywhere.  Broadcasting of the games are everywhere with huge screens and whatnot.  Couple of my friends also volunteered to work at the world cup games.  They got a bunch of free stuff including hat, shirt, shorts, shoes, jacket, etc.  US actually won their first game as well.  Most people are surprised that we even have a team =P  Let’s just say soccer isn’t exactly all that popular in US ….  How many people actually watched the world cup?  Esp. since it’s now NBA finals ……
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