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Mr. White

An analysis of the symbol of sunshine
There are many instances in which sunshine can mean Nature,  approval from nature, ch 18 “ a flood of sunshine” “ all at once, as with a sudden smile of heaven, forth burst the sunshine, pouring a very flood into the obscure forest, gladdening each leaf, transmuting the yellow fallen ones to gold and gleaming adown the gray trunks of the solemn trees.”
 what the public is able to see, as opposed to shadow where one can hide any secret like the meeting of hester and dimsdale In the scaffold.
Ch13 paragraph 4 “ It was only the darkened house that could contain her. When the sunshine came again, she was not there. Her shadow had faded across the threshold”
Night versus Day
By emphasizing the alternation between sunlight and darkness, the novel organizes the plot’s events into two categories: those which are socially acceptable, and those which must take place covertly. Daylight exposes an individual’s activities and makes him or her vulnerable to punishment. Night, on the other hand, conceals and enables activities that would not be possible or tolerated during the day—for instance, Dimmesdale’s encounter with Hester and Pearl on the scaffold. These notions of visibility versus concealment are linked to two of the book’s larger themes—the themes of inner versus socially assigned identity and of outer appearances versus internal states. Night is the time when inner natures can manifest themselves. During the day, interiority is once again hidden from public view, and secrets remain secrets.

