 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The History of the Electric Guitar
Introduction
We hear it being played on the radio, we may download it (legally or illegally) off the internet, CD’s are bought of bands or artists who play it and you may know how to play it. It’s the electric guitar. A six-stringed instrument with steel strings. It to uses an electromagnetic pickup to sense the vibrations made by the guitarist. It has been with us for almost a century and it has been definitely one of the most influential (and one of the most played) instrument in history.
History of the Instrument

1900's B.C.E. - 1500's C.E. – The first stringed instruments. 

The very first stringed instruments were invented in Asia Minor during the 1900's B.C.E.! Similar instruments found around the region “include a resonating body, fingerboard, frets and more than two stings.”(Burrows, 8)Historians agree that the direct precursors of the guitar traveled to Europe through Spain around the 800's by a Moorish invasion. The Muslims introduced to the Europeans the “Ud”. It eventually made its way to Northern Europe, along with the “Pandoura”, a Greco-Roman instrument, where they gradually evolved to form the “Lute” and the “Gittern”, which “used gut “courses”-pairs of strings tuned in unison, rather than individual strings”(Burrow 9) although the first was the favorite of the Middle Europeans.  
1500's - 1920's - Perfecting the acoustic.
The guitar wasn’t considered a very fine instrument such as the vihuella or the famous lute until the 16th century, when it started to be produced in Lyons, France, Spain, Italy and Portugal. In 1581 Belchoir Dias built one of the oldest five-course guitars, and eighty years later the Voaboam family redesigned it 25% longer almost 94 cm in length (Burrows, 10). Although the first part of the 18th century was not decisive, the guitar saw a radical change in its structure and popularity. First, a lower-E course was added, and shortly afterwards the courses were replaced by single strings. “Fan-shaped struts were fixed to the underside of the soundboard, providing the necessary support for the bridge” (Burrows, 11) which improved sound and volume. And because of the relative short neck eleven frets were fixed. 
Antonio de Torres Jurado (1817-92) was the most significant person in developing what we now know as the classical guitar. His experimentation produced the dimensions for the template that is still used today. By standardizing the length of the strings to 65 cm, increasing the with of the neck to 5cm at the nut, redesigning the outline and proportion of the body, and introducing a bridge saddle to which the strings were tied after passing over the bridge, he made the instrument more effective, easier to play and more comfortable. Many players took advantage of the newly redesigned instrument and composed countless classical, popular, romantic and many other kinds of songs.
1920's - 1950's -Hollow-body electrics.

By the 1920's guitars were starting to be played to larger audiences and the guitar’s naturally low volume was a massive problem. One of Gibson’s Engineers Lloyd Loar, in 1924 developed a very basic magnetic pickup small enough to fit in a regular acoustic guitar. The company didn’t realize the potential of his work and Loar eventually left to form his own company, Vivitone which produced usable magnetic pickups.
In 1931 two employees from the National Company, Paul Barth and George Beauchamp with the help of Adolph Rickembacker produced the A22 and the A25 (referring to their scale) A.K.A. The “Frying Pan”. Called like that because of its shape it was not truly a guitar, but the first mass produced instrument with electromagnetic pickups. Rickembacker was the first to produce the “Electro-Spanish” guitar in 1932, using a classic Spanish guitar with the pickup of a “Frying Pan”. However, Gibson launched shortly afterwards the ES-150, which opened the introduced the electric guitar to many musicians 
1950's – Present and Future - Solid-body electrics.

Due to feedback, the vibrating of the strings due to the sound waves of the loudspeaker, the solid-body guitar was created in the 1940’s. Although there is no clear evidence of the creator of the first solid-body guitar, Les Paul created his own “Log” guitar using a Gibson Neck attached to a solid piece of pine on which the pickups and the bridge were mounted. Les Paul tried to sell his idea to Gibson, but they refused, thinking it was a laughable idea. TC \l1 "
Paul Bigsby, an engineer, was another claimant to the title. He produced an instrument designed in conjunction with Merle Travis, a country guitarist. TC \l1 " But the first one to really bring the solid-body guitars to light was Leo Fender is the single most important name in the history of solid-body electric guitars. In 1950 his designs finally rolled out of the production line called the broadcaster, but trouble with the Gretsch company who produced drums with the same name made him rename it a year later as Telecaster.

Gibson saw the unparalleled popularity of thee telecaster and called Les Paul, “the man whose “broomstick with pickups” they laughed at only a few years earlier” (Burrows 20) the Gibson Les Paul standard was the result. Fender replied with, perhaps the most renowned guitar of all, the Stratocaster two years later. The production of Les Pauls was cancelled between 1961 and 1967, but a high demand brought it successfully back to the market. The original 1950’s models are now invaluable collector pieces rarely played anymore. 
Other manufacturers started producing high quality guitars in the 60’s 70’s and 80’s, names like Paul Reed Smith (PRS), Kramer, Epiphone Gretsch, and Jackson, were well-known also European makers like Selmer, Vox, Hofner, and Burns, and Japanese companies like Tokai or Ibanez although the latter weren’t widely accepted because they started by recreating cheap imitations of the classic Gibson and Fender guitars.
Electric-Guitarists
Conclusion
There is no doubt that the electric guitar has shocked generation after generation with its versatility and its awesome sound. Although its potential wasn’t really exploited until two decades after its invention it created a myriad of styles guitarists can choose, or create their own.
