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An analysis of the role of Hester Prynne in Bostonian society

After seven years Hester Prynne has been transformed by the scarlet letter, but not in the way it was intended by the puritan fathers. Hester at this point in the story is a partly a nurse and an assistant who visits suffering people and feeds and clothes the poor, but by no means a genuine member of the Bostonian society. 

Although she is now viewed as one of the most devoted puritans because of her good deeds to the community, she is still held a pariah. When she served as a mid-wife or aided in the passing of someone sick or an elderly,” she came not as a guest, but as a rightful inmate, into the household that was darkened by trouble.” She felt it was her duty to help people in suffering probably because she had suffered very much. She received no money or any type of retribution for her help, and when someone tried to thank her in public she “laid her finger on the scarlet letter, and passed on.” Bostonians thought this was humility, but it could’ve been pride. They also began to interpret the scarlet letter not by its initial meaning, but by Able because of Hester’s strength; giving it “the effect of a cross in a nun’s bosom.” It’s important to mention that while they now thought of her highly still she didn’t participate in the community like a regular member.

Physically, she gave into the most acceptable puritan code. She wore the most austere dresses and her “rich and luxuriant hair had either been cut off, or was so completed hidden by a cap, that not a shining lock of it ever once gushed into the sunshine.” Her hair, the symbol of womanhood was “cut” or “hidden” and that helped take away her individuality and make her an object to Bostonians.

Psychologically, Her intellectual capabilities were very much expanded by the lack of restrains a regular puritan lady would have; and her solitude, which gave her a higher degree of freedom and responsibility. She believed “The world’s [Puritan] law was no law for her mind.”  She hypothesized of a society where the woman would have a “fair and suitable position.” The change within herself freed her from the puritan "iron framework". Yet, had it not been for the need to take care of Pearl, she might have been a prophetess, and consequently tried and killed by the order of a judge.  Freedom of thought facilitated her internal healing, as opposed to Reverend Dimsdale who still believed in Puritanism and was still held by its strict "iron framework".
Hester, now profoundly changed had improved her reputation on the community, but she still had no genuine part in it and lived as an outcast. 

